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TWENTY YEARS AGO.

In lovely June when fowers in dloom
With Tragrance fitled the air,

Aud bumming-tirds in gorgeons plume,
So pleasing, brightand fair,

Sought fuiry groves and seented bowers,
W hete swoetest roses Dlow,

My thoughis retarned to groves sud bowers
OF treenty years ago.

They hrought me Laek to boyhood's day
Andd manhoowd’s earty priwe,
When threuwh green fiehds we'd hie away,
1175 helghts to elimb
rht with fectsteps light,
Qut w'er s crest we'd guo,
To where she tiny streamlet Leight
Ran, trenty Years ago.

ade, through wost and glade
ve birds Jdid sing
1 uotes in chorns eade
1 old forest vivg;
‘ght bunmiing Learts set froe,
Witk loy did averdow
Ta merry pice. bereuath the tree,
UEL LWehily yeass ago.

Insyivan s
Qerls

Biike Lour so gay in Hie's short day,
Hew scon thy ssuds werv tua,

Huw shnrtthy stay—Hke boar frost gray,
Beaeath the anlont sun,

Or, ke she stpin we loved to hear,
Whuone echoes fuiut and low,

In mensaves clear feil on the eur,
Just twenty years ago.

Since then, alas! wihat friends most dear
And comrudes Rind and true,
Have croszand the * boartue ' 50 many foar,
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and for every hunidred mifes, or for any frac-
tional part thereol over 300 miles, one penny
additionad.  Letters to North Ameriea wee
£0.1.3.  The above rates were exavted for what
were called single lefters, irrespective of thed
question of weight. Any enclosure, no ltier

how tritling, doubled the rate of postage. The
postage to foreign countries was very exorbi.
tant,ss each country charged its own full postage
rates. The rate, for example, between Parts md
the English frontier was one frane ; and belween
Londen aud the French frontier ten prawve, ve-
rresenting togethera postage rate of £0.1.8 ona
Ectu-r from Lounden to Paris.

| Tesistance to a postal reform, that included the

dom, and in many other countries, must be pre-
puid. ’
One looks back with sheer amazement at the
difliculties that Sir’ Rowland 1l had to en-
oy, and the opposition he had to overcome
before he could get ‘l‘z\rlixmwnt and the country
wenerdly to accept his projects of postnl reform.
Likie alt beneTactors, his plans of amelioration
incladed shocks to seme verves, vieleot assaults
an chratiie abuses, and what was regarded as o
rutliless interference with vested vights.  Mem-
bers of Parlimment and otlicial persounages en.
juyed the privilege of franking letters, their
siznatures thus becoming the equivalents of and
indelinite number of shillings.  Moreover, there
was & detestable tratlic in such frunks, for they
were regarded by servants and dependents s
priquisites that might be openty sold ;) henve

abolition of frunbiog, issned at once from high
and low quarters—from nobles ju the drawing-
room, wml from their servants in the hadl, and
from cooks in the kitchen. Then the system
itsell was regarded as s marvel of organization
and vampletenesy, and consequently a sonrve of

MUSICAL.

Last Thursday the fist of a seties of grand
promenmde concerts eame off at the Victoria
Skating Rink, umder the leadership of Dr.
Muclagan, with Miss Gertrude  Franklin ax
prima donna. The Overture of William Tell,
Ly Rossing, was the first piece on the progrumme,
the rendition of which wax highly cteditable (o
the whole orchestvn, and duly appuecistod by o
fashionable audicuee,  The av‘ns particnlarly
were played as true as we have heard than in
large eities on the other side of the Atlantic.
Miss Gertrude Franklin sang au air with varia.
tions by Itade, which brought out her voiee mnost
hritliantly, and by whicl she fully sustained o}
that our Awerican eritics suid ol her ecultivated
vajee.  The higher kevs, espeeially in 1t was
u dream,” impressed evervone with the fuct that
Miss Fronklin has a bright futwie belore hier.
OF gtfectation, which often is found amony pro.
fessional singers, she is fres, and cutnot tat gain
wany whntrers nmong the musie-loving pubhe,
Aier every song Miss Fruuklin was cocored, anid
pave < Hobin Adaiv” sud ““The Last Bose of
Summer,” Me Boucher, in a “Polonaize ” viulin

national pride.  Moreover, the profits of the
department vepresented a large annual contrd
lation to the Exchequer. Sir Rowland Hill

At the same time the United States’ rates were
as follow

Not exceeding 30 miles............. O centa.

And bade this world adlet -

Toealiniy sTesp beside the stream,
Whuse waters us they flow,

Redeet unseen the willows green,
Since twesnty years ago,

r face

Yei many an ofd famii
Weneet upon our way,

Of thase who beld a furemust place
Fur wortlowiteout display

And likewire sorme who now, as then,

O ol eeensions show
They’ the narrew-minded men

O twe Yeurs nzo.

There's old oz Cent. with
Andrizid mien moste

back now bea:,

.
Whose wivd ¢ &1l istent
On 3o culd,

ogricf and woe s
wrand sre stocka aed land,
Like tweuty yearsaguo.

8¢ sonder simirding dandy pass,
ii {Hee uury,

ten's rounded glass,
it eve,

hica's best
rm do show,
stand the teds
s 1.

With affer
Stuck

And ouitva
That wmitords
QF Liventy

Through macdlio 11 we still can tell
Yoa wreek with rtndied pose,

Whose cheeks su palecontinst too well
The belliian: pisspled nuse,

Whose tipr s gratsd shuws by its brand,
Avad bright vermilion giow,

The thousand treats it's had to staad,
Sisce tiveuly years ago.

Blaad eycophants with einpty prate
Their * Hittle gaa ea '’ sihi play,

To Hatter and eajole the great.
Or bervo! the duy

But shoulld wisfortine’s sadden Llight
Cue’a athemes and hopes o'esthron,

With bow paiite they re vut of sight!}
Like trenty yeurs ago,

Bu?, with a few exceptions rare,
Qur nen are goand nud true,
The youms ore brave, our nadds ure fuir,
With eyes both desk avd bine:
Their werry faves bright und elear,
Unnaged to care orivos,
Remind vtie of their inuthers dear,
Just twenty years ugo,
J. HENDEREON,
8t. Hypolite Street, Montreal,

SIiRk ROWLAND HILL, K.C.B,

On Friday, the sixtl of June of the present
year, a deputation of the Court of Commeon
Council waited upon Sir Rowhind Hil), K.(.B,,
at his private residence, to present him with the
copy of 4 resolution accomipanied with a gold
casket, conferring upen him the honorary free-
dom of the City of London. It isa mutter of
regret that a reward so richly wmerited should
have moved so slowly towards its object, and
only have reached Sir Rowland when, by reason
of his great age, and of cousequent infirnities,
Le was not able to visit the City, much less to be
the distinguished guest at a Guildhall hanquet,
which ix the usual as well as the graceful aceon-
pauiment of sich Lonours.  The ceremony was
cousequently of the simplest kind, A deputa-
tien consisting of the mover and seconder of the
resulution, attended by some of the oflicers of
the Corporation, waitzd on Sir Rowland at his
jdace at Hampstead where the following resolu-
tion and the casket above referred to were pre-
sented to him @

* Resclved unanimously that the freedom of

this Ciy in a suitable gold box be presented to

Sir Rowtased Hil, K.C.B., in acknowledgment
of the great rocial and commerciul benefits this
country has derived from the adoption, in the
yvear 1840, of his
in tke United Kingdom.* )

Fully to appreciate the social and commercial
revolution which the change brought about, it
may be of advantagr to wee what the postage
fates were jn the United Kingdom before the
introduction of the penny postage system. It
may be remarked it the Totes levied in Treland
were ancher in excess of these jmposed in
Eoglotd and Scotland, but the difference was b
so trifling as to make unuecensary for our pre-
sent purpose the insertion of a separate table for
that island. The following therefore gives the

vatem of ynifornt pruny postage 4 man.

i they were frequently velused,

Above 30 and not exceeding 30 miles, 10 %
1] S') X ]50 [ ¥ ]-:‘I“ 4t
@150 " 400 ¢ N o6
400 5w

The Canada rates we may be sure were not less
than those of the United States, and ez vntil 2
coemparatively recent period, each country vx-
acted its own rmtes, it will not be difBeslt to
assumie that the amount of postaze on a letter
from Montreal to New York would Lave
about fifty cents.

The number of letters arriving in Lenden
daily in the year 1838 was fron: 30,000
represeuting an aversge of 3x,uii. 'l
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the United Kingdom, in the
the 15th January, 1833, was:
For England,.............

Scotland..............
Ireland...............

1,204,003
Assuming that the week aboeve menticned re-
prasented a fair average of the nailable matter

weeks of the year, it woeuld kave followed thut in

pewspapers sbould have paseed throngh the pes
offices of the United Kingdom,
we have cited vould not fuirly have represeited
the post office serviee during the otlier we

able letters delivered in the United Kingdow'in
1838 was 76,000,000,

The zct establishing

ing a uniform system of

operation fu 1840.  In connectinn with the pre-
sentation of the gold box and the freedom of the
City of Loudon to Sir Rowland Hill, it will be

Postmaster General, The letters, newpapers
and other mailable matter had inereasel in
wmber from what they were in 1338 ta 1,474, -
000,000, - From 1340 to 1878, that is in ihirty-

the deposit of correspondence had inereased from
4,500 to over 23,000. Post oftire orders for
money remitted had risen from 188,000 in 1839
to 18,500,000 in 1878. Moreover, notwithetand-
ing the lowered rates of postage and the in.
creased cost of the service, the net revenue had
advanced nearly half & million of pounds and
wag still advancing.

High rates of postage naturally suggested
modes of evasion and encourag+d various forms
of fraud, It was not lawful, for example, for in-
dividuals to be the bearers of letters from one
place to another, and yet it was notorious that
travellers did carry about them s good deal of
correspondence that ought to have gone through
the Post Office. This, however, was uat the only
way in whicht the authorities were baulked and
the revenne filched. It is within the memory
of people still living thaton one of the occasions
when the poet Coleridge was mnaking a solitary
tour among the lakes of Cumberland and while
staying at old wayside inn, a postman arriveld
with a letter for the waiting muid,  The charae
for postage was one shilling.  The girl looked
silently and carnestly at the letter and returned
it to the postman sayings he could not alford 1o
pay for it.  Coleridge considerately gnve. her
the shilling which the girl aceepted with some
reductunce,  After the postman ha gone xhe
explaiined to her benefactor that bie had spent
his money in vain, as the letter wag only a blank
sheet of paper.  The direction on the outside,
however, included some npsmrf-mly careless and
insignificant marks of which she had taken cure-
ful note before returning the letter to the post.
The direction wna in the handwriting
of her brother and those marks had told her all
she desived to know. - *“We are so poor,’ she
said, “that ‘my brother and 'have invented
this mannper of corresponding and of franking
our letters.”  How far this system was carvierd
on elsewhere than by the clever maid of the road.
side inti-and her Lrother, we have no means of
knowing, Letters, not prepaid, were necessarily
segit, but as penple were not bound to take them
Now, however,
such ingenuity  as we have deseribed wonid nog
avail, as all letters wniled in the United King.

P to .4(:‘.‘t;jnq‘o' ‘
2, Fhe vumber [
of letters and newspapers posted in all effices of !
veex beginning on

sent throush the post effices during the wther
- bl

1838 nearly sixty three mitlions of beitess and

But the woek

ks of
the year, ax we Jearn that the nnmber of chiarge-

penny postage was pased in 1830 and went into

instructive to refer to the latest report of the

eight years, the post offices and receptacles for

did not venture to impugn the orguniztion of
the serviee, as we know by sabaeagiaent experi.
enee Be might easily bave dous 1 neither did ke
deny theirobizctions who nrged that the revenue
woitld, in the @ist instanvce, sader shrinkage.
He wished to substitnte s simple for a compii
cated svstem of mites, ant he ealeulatad on the
inerease (o the varresvandince af the people and
to the stepprge of it meles of wonvesuner
eventnally to recoup the revinne for the s e
which L ('K}'Ul.:('{h As

B¥E

it vendl immedintely
Sie Rowland Hill, i answer to the speceh of the
ity Clansdh, i, tosehingdy ehaetved o ¢ Lake
ev v oene else who epdeavaured to effect im-
provenments in existing institutions, it had been
¢ Lis Jot to encounder mismeprosentation, injustice,
uons, though sonliless eften honest,

app
g.&fs':):ﬂ:iy fav iunavaters whe bad bad the good
tertune which had been granted to him—to live
to see Bis plans crowned with a suceess far ex-
cesting Lis most sanguine expectations; to find
former rpponents converteld into zealous friends
and, above all to know, as he did by that Jdag’s
. ceresuony, and by other tokens which from time
tto time had reached his hands, that though
P neariy forty vears had pussed sinee his plans had
"come inta operation, the puitic still reained a
kirelly vemembranes of hix serviess to their
Peammon country, and, as had been kindly said,
1o the workd at large.” .

It should not be forgotten that Sir Rowland
il was a benefactor 1o the whele warld, for
cevery civilized conntry has Sllowed the example

system which Sir Rowland il se succesafaliy
establiishes in the British (slends—-a system
whese advantages he was able to fHusteate with
singular felicity when answering the address of
the City Chamberiain: ** Of those then present,”
*Sir Rowland said, “*wvrobabidy few were mwars
*that a lower mte of postage now carried a bettor
from Favpt or the farthest part« of Eurepe to
San Francisve, than was cliarged in 1830 on a
:letter coming from Guildhall (which they had
left senceely an hour age to that house, thot
the latter distance, as the erow s, was songue
sour miles.”
The great work that Sir Bowland Hill arhirved
swas accomplishe! withh ek dutlicalty, snd ordy
C by imduwitable exettion 1 for, even after il the
evidenee Toul heen submitted to the Parlia.
mentary Uonnmitter in 1338, that Comsnitten,
" when the principle of uniformizy of postage was
St te the vote, was equally divided, and this
Cquestion of uniformity —the very essenee of the
¢ scheme-—was only carried by the casting vote of
the chairman, whose name, though he hay passedd
away, deserves to be recond d, viz,, Mr. Rolert
Wailave, at that time member for Greenock, It
is, however, worthy of nate that, ou the question
being put whether a uniform r.te of one penny
should b imposed, an amendment was earried
raising the rate to twopence.  This uulorseen
diffieuity was eventuslly, and iu a semewhat
curious way overcome, so that Sir Rowland suc.
ceeded ineariuning his hard fight, and in giving
to his country and to the world a lap full of
inestimable advantages,

Sir Rewlawd i had  previously veceived
acknowledgments from the State and honours
from his Rovereizn. He hay now aceepied the
right kand of fellowship with the frividom of the
city of London, and no doubt his-uaine is held
in bigh honour in mnny other lauds besides hiis
own, Al will unite with the City Chamberiain
in the wish that the sunset of Siv Rowland Hill's
life “may be brightened by the refleetion that
he has been permitted ta hecome one of the
greatest benslsctors of mankind.”

When siguing the roll of citizenship the
Chamberlain observal that the archives of the
City Library showed that Sir Rowland Hill was
the third of that vame and Lunily who had be.
eomp cannected with the ity of London.  The
first was n direst aneestor, and bore the same
army, viz., 8iv Howland Hill, eitizen and mereer,
who was Lord Mayor in 1519, a benefactor of
Chiist’s Hospital aud founder of the Grammar
Schogl at Drayton,  The secoml was Genernl
Sir Rowland Hill, who in 1814 received the
honorury freedom of the eity fur his services al
the Lattle of Vittaria, sud (e thied is Sir fow.
lael FLE, the anthor of the system of penny
pestage prepaid by stamps. '
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Ottawa.

of the United Kingdowm Ly adattiug the postal

« o, by De Bertet, showed o renmrkalide tahat,
andd was well supperted by the orehestru, eoxept
on tao ocedsions when the aceampuniment was
adittie bedind vue B wonld, howeser, aidd
greatly to the el et of Mr. Bonehet's playing if
he vonld show mere repose in his attitudds, Mr,
Jas, Stow's singing s well known to eur publie,
aid on this seeasion hasadded o the repatation
whish b bas mesie for himsell herstofore. On
Dl wiode, we ars pleaseld to shroutele that the
ttirst graned promenade concert thisseason was a
\ stiecess, perhaps not financially, bat
2
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Lut the manmrement will b pewanded (o fasure
o this direstion alss, as the mnade whinh b
¢ been anel will be petloraead consists of master
[‘ix‘«’cs.
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HUMOROUS.

N saw for the times 0 No man should
tive beyvond theeans of Lis ereditor.”

Norurxa wiil make a lald-headed wun <o
meliasa iy that doven’t Kpow when it bas kad en

-, o
In the midst of §ife we may be ealled upan Ly
a ferate Lookoagent.
AN vatjoke o Ask s friend ta dine with von st
i restanrant, ol then leave B O pay for s oan iba-
ver,

Tursy's many a man whose hi
fatu surcessfn’ly vanteal goreston anall X
RIDCery,

Wiy
Plar o Lamil
Foosler iy T

an hanest g dedaving the faundation
ad dedag Wl the hurd wark| sonte abeind

tuato e crowing,

Tir hausedtes hedd thetr recntar annna con-
veution wHorer the coastey the firet of thie month and
noaninuaely resaivead to :r!-;;:l Tastyear’s plathirm wita.
ABY chiviges,

Serenviets sy that the house-fiy has 4,000
Avexs Withowd snneh eyesight 10 take rase of and sane
ol i ponr it is o waader tal he aorasionaliy jenvaes bis
speiy aransd

Ty eoloursd brother in a Vieginia chureh
Wit the niad o0 the head when be praymd al the cloee of
thas wlgite Lro ler’s eermoen s Tard, bress e bruddes

ftuwhom sre bz Hetensd tr ko paitiently

i Tue fdlawiog exccllent sngpestion fs el

Play the Neww Orlenca Preugee: © Laafers slomld st be

! allowed 1o pfand on the sorners 07 aireets, eXcopt for the
P reen o f haing wuuatruel

i
1

P Punsareey uo s so Mdly realises the hollise
! tens s f e and e s hition s the npan w by Ladies
tremsponnfnl of newo bt horee ractialy inte bis moath,
tadey the dapression that (i ire creant.

A ranismivnrn of a Berkodiire pastor was
askend whnt the valaur of {he paren’s eyes waa He
didnt pestly bnow. Y for Le esnd, C when he praya
Bineyes are shur, and when e preaches 1 ogeneraily
shatwine” ’

He wasbranght before the judze charged with
a namber of unpienwsant erimes. The Judge was very
sevare and addressed it o mne peproarhfng tones,
The He wRE very much wuenvmd, and at fast re
mAarAed:  Coudewn e, sir, D oyon will, but don't dise
bonout e,

WueN the thermometer marks 20 degrees in
e shinde i Groealnnd, the Uroeslunters gosronad map-
ping the perspirtion off their braws and nkong one sn-
ather, 1 8t st enovgh £ yorud' . CAwd they wish 'a
’l;tnnh'r storm wouhd come ap wul cosl off the atmos-
pherre,

AporT this time of year city people are getting
treerihly anaiaus about the welfam of the country consin.
Thisanxtety andl sadivitide will grow as the senson al.
vanees, wted when they ean earit me Jonger, they will
pack up foue chiltren nnd two trunke amd o und ave
about it.

CLsay, you fellows have gat a queer notion
nf]nunMuul':fm." shintted in up-town nat ta an jee.cart
deiver, AW h muked you pon perfod after every word
con the sble of yuur rart ™ O, thint's enbae we have to
mop xa 6Mer Uhiers wik o ilegree of coolneas in the
reply thiat wis unexpectedly refresting 1o the fuquirer.,

A oY stole seventeen bottles of hamaopathic
medivine from Cartis’ drug stere yestendny nod easrind
them to the Tligh wfireet schunl, ahers 1he contents ol
thirtern uf the number wWers divided np o amaong the ¢bit.
dronand enten, The athdr Tanr bottles  were pesonwd
alive. We have uat heard that gy i resats follawed
thix Lisprowmpti aml iadvised wtempt to praethee withe
ont wdiploma.

It dovsn't do any good to’ veto n butcher's
BIL Bloggaby tried i, and the buteher, in deflanca of
al) inw and constitulional precedent, abaolitely rehised
tovote aoy ware snppties Wil the Ll passed, il!ugxnhy
snys the country ks on the verge ol nonew revelution, and
i fact the new revotution b came, for ke pow wnlks
elenr nronml the Lloek t avold that butcher's ap.

An agrienltural journal tells how to make a
very pretty window artunent, Taken goold alzed sponge,
P sy s wow B fullof viee, e or grase seed and plice
itin a disl of witer  ‘Fhe apongs will abaarh the witer,
Al when the seeds brgin to spront, sttach o cord to the
aponge and suspend It in o window, . Weo shoulid like to
serve gome ot the goodsized *aponges ' in this neigh-
buurhood tn the mmaner deseribod, Gut the difpulty ta
they aro alrondy vory seedy, uud will vt absorb water
worth a gent. ; ) :




