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Selegted,

OUR MINISTER'S SERMON,
The minister said last night, says he,
“ Don't bo afraid of given';
If your life ain't worth nothin® tu uther fulks,
Why, what’s the use of livin’
And that’s what I say to my wife, says I,
There's Brown, the mig’rable sinner,
Ho'd souner a begzar would siarve than givo
A cont toward buyin’ a dinner,

I toll you our minister’s primo, he is,
But I couldn't quite determine,

When 1 heard him a givin® it right and left,
Just who waa kit biy his sermon.

Of course there couldn’t be no mistake
When he talked of long.winded prayin’,

For Poters and Johnston thoey sot aud scowled
At overy word he was sayin’.

And the minister ho wont on to say,
*‘ Thero’s various kinds of cheatiny’,
And religion's as good for every day
As it is to bring to meetin’.
I don't think much of the man that gives
The loud amens at my preachin’,
And spende his time the followin’ week
In cheatin’ and overrcachin'.”

T zuess that dose was bitter onough
For & man like Jones to swallow,
But I noticed ho didn’t opon his mouth,
Not once after that tu holler,
Hurrah, says I, for the minister—
Of course I said it quiet —
Give us some moro of this open talk,
[t's very refroshin’ diet.

The minister hit 'em overy timo,
And when he spoke of fashicn,
And riggin out in bows and things,
As woman’s rulin’ passion,
And comin’ to church to see the styles,
I couldn’t help a-winkin’
And a-nudgin’ my wife, aud says I, ¢* That's you,”
And I guess it sot her thinkin.’

Says I to myself, that sermon's pat,
But man is a queer creation,
And I’m much afraid that most of the folizs
Won’t take the application.
Now if he had said a word about
My personal mode of sinin’,
I'd have gone to work to right myself,
And not sot there a-grinnin’,

Just then the minister says, says he,
‘“ And now 1've come to the follers

Who've lust their showers by usin’ their friends
As sort o' moral umbr llas,

Go home," says he, *‘ and find your faults,
Instoad of huntin your brother's;

Go home,” says he, *‘* and wear tho coats
You tried to fit for others.”

My wifo, she nudged, and Brown ho winked,
And there was lots o' smilin’,
And lots o’ lookin’ at our pew,
It sot iny blood &-bilin',
Says I to myself, our ministor
Is gettin’ a Jittle bitter;
I'll tell him, when the meotin’s out, that I
Ain't at all that sort of a crittor.
— Selected.

TUE USES OF T'RIALS.

—

““ Yo have heard of the paticnce of Job, and huve seen
tho end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful and of
tender mercy,”

Affliction occupies a large place In the economy
of salvation, for though sufering is tho result of sin
God takes hold of it and transmutes it into ono of
tho richest blessiogs to His own people. From
whatover secondary cauros the affictions of the
righteous may avise, whother from tho sins of their
forefathers, the cruelty of their encmies, their own
mistakes or the mistukes of their friends, or the
malice of Saten, it is their blessed privilege to
realize that the Lord permits und overrules all, and
that He has a gracious end in every sorrow which
he allows to cvertako them. Happy the Christian
who, though he canuot sco this *‘ond * at present,
!s ablo to trust in the guodness which chastens, and

cloave to the hand that amites, Tt may help us,
however, to ‘‘onduro clastouing” if we consider
two or three of tho gracious ends or uses of our
trials,

1. That trial roveals us to God.

There is a sonso, doubtless, in which trial roveals
us to Gud, makes manifest to him what is m our
hearts. Perhaps zome ono may vbject and say, no,
no, wo need nothing to make manifest to God what
we are, He uudorstands us porfectly, He knows
what is in man and ncods not anything to tell Him.
True;_aund yot He says to Abraham: ¢ Now I know
that thou foarest God, sooing thou hast not with-
held thy son, thine ouly son, from Me.” And to
the Teraoclites, ** And thou shalt romember all the
way which the Lord thy God led thee theso forty
years in tho wi'derness, to humble thee and to prove
thee, to know what was in thino heart, whether
thou wouldst keep My commandments or no,”
Now God know that Abraham foured Him, and Ho
also knew how far Israel would keep His command-
ments; but He did not kaow as a matter of actual
Sact until the fact transpired. He must have the
latont principlo developed in action befure He could
know it as action. Thus Abraham by his obedience
to the painful command made his love manifest to
God. Not *hat God had previouely any doubts of
Abraham's jove; but ho desired a practical mani-
festation of it tuwards Himsolf, or to know it in
action. The Divine love is like all other love in
this respect, it delights in practical proof of luve in
return, nor will it be satisfied without, Remewmber
this, Christian, in thy various sfflictions, Tho Lord
is leading thee about iu tho wilderness to prove theo,
and to see — to make mauifest to Himself — what
is in thine heart, and whether thou will keep His
commandments or no. Remember, also, that in
nothing is love made 80 munifest as in willing,
cheerful suffering for the suke of its objeot. 1t is
casy, nay joyful, to labor, but patient, cheerful
suffuring requires a deeper love, a more perfect self-
abandonment. ‘‘Grenter love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”
“ We glory in tribulations also,”

2. Trial also reveals us to ourselves,

Although wo do not agree with tho adage, that
untried grace is no grace at all, yet, unquestionably,
much fancied graco has proved itself in the hour of
trial to be but as the early cloud and the morning
dew. ‘‘How many whohave recoived the word with
joy, and fur a while have believed, in time of tompta-
tion have fallen away.” How many a professing
Chriastian, if he could have had predicted to him
tho effect of adversity upon his heart and life,
would havo said with Hazael, ¢“Is Thy servant a
dog, -that he should do this,” And yet wher tho
truo tost of character was applied he fell. When
ho had eaten and was full, thon his heart robolled ;
or whon he was chastened by the Lord ho grow
weary and said, ‘‘ Verily, I have cloansed iny heart
in vain, and washed wy kunds in innocency.”
There is no surer test for the Christian as to the
stato of his heart than tho way in whioh he roceives
sffliction. How often, when all has appeared pros-
perous and peaceful, and tho child of God has boon
cougratulating himaself on spiritual growth and
increased power over inward corruption, has some
fiery trial overtaken him. When, instead of heing
mot with perfect subwission and cheerful acquie-
scenco, it has produced sudden confusion, dismay,
und perhaps rebellion, revealing to himn that his
heart was far-from that state of divine conformity
which ho had hoped and supposed. Thus, tho
Christinn often suffers more from a conscionce of
insubordination under affliction than from the
affliction itself. Dear reader, how is it with you in
this respoct T When trials overtake you are you
uble to say, ‘It is the Lord, let Him do what
seemoth Him good "*; and *‘I know Thou in faith-
fulness hast #filicced ms 7  Are you able to realize
that ‘‘whom the Lord loveth He chastencth,” and

that theso light afflictions are working a future
increaso of glory 1 If so, happy aro you, This is
the best of all ovidenco to yoursolf that the Divino
Spirit is working in yon to will and to do of your
Father's gaod pleasure. This fruit does not grow
on the corrupt suil of unregenorato naturoe, it springs
only from a heart renewed by the Holy Spirit and
baptized into followship with Christ and His suffer-
megs. But is it othorwiso with you? Does your
heart chafe and frot and robei? Are you saying,
‘Al those things are against me?? If go, this is
proof that the work of grace is at a low obb in your
soul, that your faith is weak aud your spiritual
preconcoptions dim. Itis high time for you to wake
out of sleep and cry nightly unto God fer a revival
of His work in your heart, and for a sanotified use
of the affliction whioh has overtaken you. ** 1f God
drivs up tha water on the lake, it is to load you to
the uofailing fountain. If ko blights tho ground,
it is to drive you to the treo of life, If He sends
tho cross, it is to brighten the crown. Nothing is
80 hard as our heart; and as they lay copper in
aquafortis hefore they begin to engrave it, so the
Lord usually prepares us by the searching, soften-
ing discipline of affliction for making a deep, last-
ing impression upon our hearts.”

3. Trial nlso reveals ua to the world,

As tho greatest manifestation of God to the world
was by suffering, so tho most influential revelation
of His ponplo to the world has been by suffering.
Thoy aro seea to the best advantage in the furnace,
The blood of martyrs has ever beon tho seed of the
church, The patience, meekness, firmneas and hap-
piness of God’s poopls in circumstances of suffering,
persecution and death, have paved the way for the
gospel in almost all lands and all ages. A baptism of
blood has prepared the hard and sterile soil of
humanity for thogood seed of the kingdom,and made
it doudbly fruitful, The exhibition of the mesk and
loving apirit of Christianity under suffering has,
doubtloss, won thousands of hearts to the Divine
Authur, and tamed and awed many a savage perse-
outor besides Saul of Tarsus, When men see their
fellow-men enduring with patieuce and meekness
what they know would £ill them with hatred, anger
and rovenge, they naturally conclude that there
wust be a different sjirit in them. When they
see Christiany suffering the loss of all thinga and
cheerfully resizning themselves to bonds, imprison-
ment and death, they cannot help feeling that they
buve sources of strongth ard springs of consolation
all unknown to themselves.

Patient suffering, cheerful acquicsconce in afflic.
tion and anguish, mental or physical; is the most
couvincing proof of the Divine in man which it is
pcssiblo for humanity to give. ¢‘ Truly this was the
Son of God,” said those who stood by the crors
when they saw how He suffered. And how many
who have beon thoroughly scoptical as to tho pro-
fessions of their converted kindred, and have most
bitterly porsecuted them and withstood every
argument aud entreaby advanced in heslth and
activity, have yiolded almost without a word before
the patience and peace with which the billows of
suffering and death have boeu braved, nay, wol-
comed! Such evidonce by persecutors and blas.
phemers.

Abraham might have written a book and preached
all his life long, a8 doubtless he did, but tho whole,
ton times told, would not have convinced his family,
his contemporuries and posterity of the depth and
fervency of his love to God, as did that haly, calm
surrender of the best beloved of ,hiv soul to the
requirements of God. Job might have been the
upright, benevolent, righteous man he was, but
prooably wo never should have heard of him but
for hia wonderful submission, patience and faith
under suffering, It is this which lifts bim up as an
examploe and a toscher to all ancceeding generations,
It was when sitting on the dunghill, apparently
forsaken of Gud and msn, and suffering the direct
physical sgony which Satan could inflict, that Job
attained bis groatest victory and made that wonder-
ful exLibition of trust in laod, which. has been the




