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CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

Correspondence.

The Fditor does not hold himsell 1espunsibde for the
opinions of crrespondents,

Coreesponuents must in all cases seid name and address,
not necessarity for publication

Guelph, Ont., Dec. 5th, 1893,
Editor CANAMIAN DRt

Sik,—Your remarks regarding my re
fusal to sign a document presented to me
by an entire stranger, who refused to give
s name or whot he represented, or any
information regarding the promoters  of
the document, or the proposed scheme to
be discussed, is taking a liberty which no
cespectable  journal s in the habit of
doing.

Any further interference by you, with
me, in the management of my  business,
will be dealt with as it deserves.

It will be necessary for you 1o give thi
the same publicity as yon gave your edi
torial in the last issue of your publication

Yours truly,
A B Peren

Toronto, Ont., Dec. 3rd, 1803,
Fditor Canamax Drvaainy
Sie,—Will you kindiy msert the en-
closed letter in your next issuce of T
Caxaniax Drucalist, gning an explana
tion of the item appearing in the Novem-
bher number of your paper. 10 the effect
that the druggists of St. Catharines were
cutting on the goods of the Ontario Chem-
1st<” Manufacturing Co.
Yours sincerely,
Jonx Har reaves,
For Ont. Chem, Mg, Co.
(A Copy.]
St. Catharines, Ont.,
Nov. 17th, 1893.
Johm AL Clark, Bsq.,
Sec’y O.C. M'fy. Co,,
Hamilton, Ont,
DEax Sig,—Your favor of the 16th to
hand.  In reply 1 ke pleasure in stating
as follows : You will retnember about two
weeks ago I received from you a letter
drawing my attention 1o the fact that by
my advertising Ontario  Chemists’ Iron
‘Fonic and Liver Pills at ten cents 1 was
breaking the rules, customs, etc., of the
Omario Chemists” Manufacturing Com
pany.  You will also remember that 1
wrote you at once, acknowledging my
error by so doing, and also stating that |
would have wmy advestisement removed
at once, which 1 did.  Since thenl have
obtained full prices for all O.C. gnods.
T may also state that it is my intention to
uphold full prices on all O.C. goods.

Yours very respecifully,
{(Signed) 1N Wk,

A Larcr Pronucrion.-=The annual
production of olive oil by Spain is larger
than that of any other country, Tt is
ncarly seventy-nine nillion two hundred
and fifty thousand gallons.

Pharmacy in Mexico.

—

BY IAMES B BALLAKL.

There are six large wholesale and re
wil, and abomt fifty retail drug stores in
the city of Mexico. ‘The largest of the
wholesale and retail establishments are
the ¢ Drougern Universal” and  Felix
Carlos & Company ; either of these carry
a well.equipped stock of fully $500,000,
and are said to have hehind them a capi-
il of from four to five million dolars.
I'he former, however, is teported 10 have
wet with serious Josses, through misman-
agement eatending through 2 period of
years, and is understood to be going into
hyuidation.  The other wholesale estab
lishments appear to be prosperous.

THE RETAIL TRADL.

The retail stores are the ones who are
reaping the harvest ;. they have no brother
cuiters 1o contend with, and no depan-
ment stores to compete with,  Clerks are
wel paid @ the ordinary salary for drug
clerks off the main thoroughfares, where
only Spanish 1s spoken, is $6o0 per month,
but in stores on prominent streets where
more than one language 15 required to be
spoken, salaries average from $8o up to
$125 per month, and in the wholesale
and retal stores the retail clerks speaking
English and Spanish are started in at $9o
per month first sin months, $100 sccond
six months, $123 second year, and $130
third yvear. These regulations exist at
Carlos & Company.  The clerks in whole-
sale departments are paid up to $300 per
month, according to ability, etc.

THYE PRICES IN MEXICO.

The ordinary drugs and  medicines
command about the same prices which
are ottained for them in the Unned
States, but  soap, sundries, brushes,
combs, toilet articles, patent medicines,
and all imported proprictary articles come
very high, as the following prices will in.
dicate

Pears" Soap o.... L o .60
Caticwra Seap. . . .. . ... L2753
Packer’s Tar S0ap. . vveviiiievninnnnnn. .50
Strong’s Arnica Tar Soap. ... . S5
Cashimiere Bouquet Soap.oooooiane o.... . .85
Proctor & Gamble™s Ivory Soap ....... .30

PATENT MEDICINES,

Paine’s Celery Compound, per bos . ......
Hood's Sarsapanlia, per bottle.... ..
Sysup Figs, s0e... ... L.
Syrup Figs, St ...
Horsfurd’s Acid Phosphates, $1.....
Hursford’s Acid i*husphates, 502...... ..
Tareant’s Seltzer Aperient, $p........
Tarrant’s Schizer Apenent, 50c.. cveene
Castofia. . .ooo...
Hostetter’s Bitters. .. Ceees
Ayer's Smsapasilla . ......L L, oo
Ayer’s Chersy Pectoral
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“These latter arucles (Ayer's) are manu.
factured in Mexico, hence pay no duties.

It would scem the Mevican druggist
madc an cnormous profit, but such is not
altogether the case, as the followmy will
demonstrate :
One dozen Painc’s Celery Com.

pound sells at $4 per bottle, o

€48 per doren

Here is cost in Mexican money :
Original cost in New Yotk per
dozen (it is delivered them in

New York) ....... Ceetreees $8So00
Add cost of exchaage {difference in
valee between  Mesican  and

United States money) ... oo
Freight, New Yotk te City of

Meaico..... .. i eier . ee 10O
Duty collected by Mevican Gove
crnment, Vera Ceuz... . .. 15 00
Total, ... ... $51 00 31 00
Net profit per doren ..o $17 00

Seventeen dollars profit on one dozen
looks like a large margin, but this must be
dwided by two, as & Mexican dollar is
only worth 54 cents in our moncey, hence
they have only made about 735 cents pio-
fit on the sale of one bottle. HMHowever,
this is twice as much as the American
druggist would make if the articles were
sold at regular price.

Mexico 1s suffering from a depreciated
currency, as are all other Latin American
countries.  This fact, combined with the
high tariff. makes all imported articles
unreasonably dear.  The native products
of the country, however, are correspond-
mgly low in price.  Tam told it requires
about $20,000 in Mexican money to fit
out a first-class retail store, and the in-
ference would be, for those who had the
neeessary capital, Mexico offers unusual
nducements for the next few years to the
emerprising American who dusires to em-

bark in retml drug  business.—AMeyer
Diros’. Drugyist.
The Last Straw.

The long-suffering Spanish pharmacists,
or ‘“bobicario,” so worried of late by
domiciliary visitations, anything but few
and far between, on the part of the rev-
enue officials in their ¢fforts 10 enforce the
tax upon patents, have the prospect of
other troubles of a like nature not very
far ahead. The latest vexatious order
issued by the teasury is that frequent
visits are 10 he made to pharmacies by the
tax-collectors, who have srders todemaad
the production for their inspection of the
prescription beoks or registers, so that i1
way be scen if the medical men have com-
phed with the regulation imposing upon
thewn the use of stamped forms, value 1o
centimos each, upon which the prescrip-
tions arc 10 be written,  Spanish pharm-
acists contend, and rightly, too, that they
have entire control of their hooks and re-
gisters, and can only be compelled to pro-
duce them by a judge'’s order in case of
any poisoning or during a criminal investi-
gation in open court, as is already provided
for and stated in the Criminal Code. It
is most derogatory to professional dignity,
certainly, to be obliged to assist in bring-
ing into the hands of the law fiscal delin-
quents, and it is to be hoped that the
Spanish treasury authorities will not press
such an unheard-of imterference  with
pharmacists’  rights. — Pharmacentical
Sournal.



