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done nobly in this matter. St.~John,
N. B, has contributed its quota. P. I,
Isiani, we believe, is up to the mark.
Pictou-town, propertionally, is perhaps
at the head of the list. Men of Pictou
County, will you not bestir yoursclves,
and cxemplify your wonted loyalty to
the counsels of your Chureh courts?

A NEMORIAL OF 25 YEARS NINISTRA-
TIONS IN PICTOU, &. 8.,

BEING THE SERMON PREACHED ON
JANUARY 1ITH, 1874, FROSI A€TS
Xx, 20, 21.

T kept back nothing that was profitable,
but have showed you and have taught you,
publicly and from house to house, testifying
repentance towards God, and faith (owards
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

BY REV. A. W. HERPIIAN, A. I,

And now published at_the request of the
Session of St. Andrew's Church

The context informs you of the circum-
stances in which these words were spoken.
The Apostle Paul had been periorming
one of his missionary tours through Asia
Minor, and he came to Miletus, a sea-
port town on the Aigean Sea. And
not being able in person to visit Ephesns,
‘(about 30 miles distant), he sent and
ealled the Elders of that Church to come
to him at Miletus,and there he addressed
them, in the werds y ou read from v, 18th,
in which he details his missionary experi-
énce since he came into Asia Minor, and
specifies the objects of his ministry among
them. For about three years had this
great Apostle and Missionary Jaboured

.among the Ephesians. e had found a
few disciples there, and bad lefi them a
‘Church,—found them ignorant and ac-
quainted only with John’s Baptism, and
left them a spiritually-minded and intel-
ligent christian congregation, as you may
Jjudge by the Epistle to the Ephesiauns.
This had not been done without mueh
labour and self-denial on liis part, teach-
ing as well as preaching, sowing his seed
weeping, while he warned them of their
temptations and dangers, and above ail,
showing in himself an example of the
truths he inculcated, and eommending
bis bhearers in prayer to God. Tbat
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Paul had been heartily engaged in his
ministerial work, we have no reason to
doubt. This address fully shows it.

Throughout, it breathes an excellens
spirit, and he ean appeal to his audience:
that he is free from the blood of all men

beeause he has not * shunned to deelare
unto them all the counsel of God.” This

is solemny; it shows that a minister has to-
answer to God for his charge, and for
his manner of condueting it; and that

faithfulnese to the souls of his people and
fidelity to the great Master are the prin-

cipal requisites of tne Christian minister.

Do any deny this ? then Iet them ponder
the commendation of the Divine Ilead
of'the Church on the great day of ac-
count: * Well done «ood and faithiul ser-

vant,faithful over 2 sew things,I will make
thee ruler over many,” and ponder the
promise and meditate upon this address:
of Panl's, and they will be satisfied that

fidelity and affection to souls arce the

grand essentials of the Christian minis-
try.  And have we any reason to con-
clude chat that ministry is altered in its

prime_requisites since? On the con-

trary, it remains that repentance towards
God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus-
Christ, be testified now as then ;.and that

souls be still watched for by those that
must give an account. In short, the

ministry is a spivitual embassy, seeking
the good of souls through a preached and
practiced Gospel now ag then. It is the

same message that we have to proclaim.
Eighteen hundred years have made no
difference in that truth which is the same-
forever. Tt is similar solicitude for the

salvation of our hearers we have to
evince. As a nurse instructs her chil-
dren, so have we, and like caution

against evil to administer.  * There-
fore watch, and remember that for the
space of three years I ceased not tor
warn every one night and day with
tears.” Also, Paul's singular absence ot
all worldly greed is for us admirable.

« T have coveted no man’s silver or gold
or apparel,” and his concluding speeeh is
very affecting : I have shuwed you alt
things how that in labouring you ought
to support the weak, and to remember
the words of the Lord Jesus how he said,
it is more blessed to give than to receive.”
Thus was he their Benefactor, and not
their Debtor.. Alas! that we should
have it to record that the Church of



