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Joseph Fels, Reformer
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Joseph Fels is one of the people wh
hold this faith Nations of men have
been wrenched from their hold on land
by sational systems of land tenure

i systems, which daily become more

perfect instruments for separsling men
from land, can be called systems of
trnure Whole nations decay and die
under Lthese systems, and as & great and
o all thew the

niversal alternative

taration of land valuts, has heen ad vanced

! the prom wm of this alternat
Joseph Fels b wet himsel! with remark
able devotion and energy The taxa
tion of land values he said & few weeks
» al & meeting held in « f the m
millee ¢ { the British House of
( ommons the tasation of land value
n this el is the wa heaven in o
ot The the words of
enthusiast w) es in t) reform 1)

means of regenerating men in the hig)
morel and spiriteal sense

Joseph Fels was bomm in a countr
llage called Halifax e
Virginia, on December 16th, 1854 Whe
very young his father moved to Yanes
ville in N

Carolina, and from there |
was sent Lo school in Richmond, Virginia
an old town, as American lowns go
In 1867 the family removed to Baltimore
but . here
the father and Joseph was

business reverses  overtook
obliged to
leave school in 1870, and in the next year
at the age of seventeen, started as traveller

for a firm of toilet soap manufacturers

in Baltimore. In 1872 he changed his
position, and, along with his father,
represented and travelled for a Phils
delphia firm in Baltimore In a year or
two they both became partners, their
services and connection being their cap
ital A little later, after paying off

obligations incurred by the business
they purchased it and removed to Phila-
delphia. The firm became Fels & Co
with father and son as partners. In
1804 a special process of soap-making was
invented, and from that time the firm
devoted itsell solely to the manufacture
of the well-known soap—Fels-Naptha
& business which has had a great success
Having visited England for almost
twenly wpars on business, Mr. Fels de
cidel to open a selling branch in this
country in 1901. Since that time Mrs
Pels and he have lived part of every
year in England. Shortly after this he
began to take an interest in social ques.
Uons, and particularly in the land ques
tion. Fairhope Single Tax Colony which
had been founded on Mobile Bay, Ala.,
appealed to him. The land was held on
Single Tax principles, and as far as it was
possible for a small community embraced
n a larger community, not governed by
these principles, it was hoped that it
might furnish an object lesson. My
Fels has generously supported the ex.
periment In 1905 he purchased some
1300 acres at Hollesley Bay, England
to form a labor colony for the unemployed
his experiment has since been taken
over by the government.  He also pur-
chased 600 acres at Maylands
large part of which is under
fardening and intensive cultivation by
small holders :
While these schemes were undertaken
from a desire to see men, who had been
broken in the pitiless industrial struggle,
immediately restored to a natural in-

in Land Values
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to anything elee, th th ment has
nade such great progress in Great Britain
nd in the world during the past yoar
budget was brought in on the wa

of opinion made in its faver throughout
U inlr N was carnied 1o the Jords
» opinion made by such demonstrations
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" greater part of the
means for earrying on this work was fur
n Mr. Fels 1 the | nited
{ he has e i 210000 »
ar provided an  ecqual amount "
sulseribed | Mhers AL present he

nding aboul £900.000 in the move

throughout the world

In whatever country Mr. Fels finds o
movement for this reform he sapports
t America, in Australia, in New Zea
and and on the ntinent. He has
wealth and his wealth gives him power
n these days when a2 man, with weoll
lirected effort, may overthrow not merel
a dynast hut & system on whickh twent
yr . ot le these are not yet
the days lemocracy, they are the days
when democracy trenwously and sue

wef ruggling to be born.  Behind
a the ditical movement and erises
there hat been the agitation for the

ar and definite principle of justice

in industrial relations; hehind the politi
cians there has been a body of men

who refer every question o justice

oot Lo politieal or legal precedents and

customs which are one thing today
and another tomorrow Joseph Fels s
in this class He is singular among
wealthy men. It s common now for

beneficiaries of privilege to ehdow uni
versilies, Lo pay privileged teachers (o
teach privileged students, who are then
given a motive o maintain privilege
With his wealth, he gives truth feet to
run through the open streets, into the
markets and workshops
the schools and churches, where its feel
are tied. He has no fear of justice
he does not believe that its universal
and speedy establishment would injure
a single interest that is worthy of pro
tection, or hurt a single human feeling
that deserved consideration or tender
treat ment He knows that beagtiful
traits of human character are now re
and that ugly
and repulsive traits are developed. He
strikes hard and fearlessly at this injustice

Mr. Fels owes much of his success as
and his

success as a reformer, to

Lo escape from

pressed by social injusticr

& business man more singular
certain sitaple
mind and charecter He

keeps himself peculiarly open and recep

qualities of

tive to suggestions and schemes for the

advancement of any cause in which
he is interested. He listens to all who
approach hin He makes a wide w

for movements which are seriously
culated. to alter social conditions, and
when he finds them, he
with intense energy and devotion. In
viting frank ¢
gestions he is himself excvedingly frank
and straightforward. Besides being an
American, he is a Jew, and the combina
tion in his case has p
whose being
barriers, and no
His love of mankind, his wide, practical
sympathy, his utter disregard for nation
alities and other divisive marks, his
perfect frankness, sometimes embarrass
Continued on page 26
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SUN FIRE

The oldest lnsurance Office 1a the world
FOUNDED A.D. 1710 BLCENTENARY 1910

. Home Ornice. Loxnox, ExGraxn
Canadian Branch, Ses Baildiagd. Torento, H. M. Blackburn, Manager.

AGENTS WANTED IN UNREPRESENTED DISTRICTS

Reading Standard Single Cylinder 3 hp.

Speed 5 10 50 Miles an hour Gnp control

PRICE
With Battery Ignition - $300
» Magneto (Bosch) - $325
Showrooms
Central Garage, Water Street

WRITE FOR 1910 CATALOGUE Phone 226

“OH! FOR A CAMERA”

Whatever may be your favorite sum-

mer recreation, wherever you spend
your happiest summer days, there are
times without number that you'll wish
for a camera. Let us explain the

Kodak System

its the only way to Succesful Photography.

NO FUSS. :: :: :: NO BOTHER.

ITS DAYLIGHT ALL THE WAY.

Write for Catalogue and Price List.
Free on Request.

ROBT. STRAIN & CO.

Hpecialists in il Branches of Photography
281 SMITH ST., WINNIPEG, MAN.




