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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

The Church Miaaionanr Society hae 
•dismissed the Rer. Mr. Dening, a 
missionary to Japan, because he de­
nied the inherent immortality of the 
soul and the doctrine of future retri­
bution.

Your pastor is rallying his spiritual 
energies for a special effort to sere the 
souls of dying sinners. You may help 
him by making a little special effort 
just now to relieve him from anxiety 
about hie temporal want*.—Nashville 
Ad v.

It should be said of us as the cele­
brated Dr. Priestley once said ai Tho­
mas Mitchell, one of Mr. Wesley's 
early preachers, under whose ministry 
the Dr. had unintentionally set as a 
hearer. “ This man," said he, “most 
do good, for he aims at nothing else.” 
—Christian Witness.

Henry C. Robinson, in a speech 
at Hartford, said that many of the 
mill owners of New England were 
educating their employee in virtue, 
domestic comfort, intelligence, and all 
good things ; but he also knew a man 
who was laying up $72,000 s year 
while paying little children fifteen 
cents lot ten hours’ work.

The man upon the sidewalk brush­
ing away the newly fallen enow does 
not need a surveyor to tell him when 
he sweep# to the line dividing his and 
his neighbor’s property ! Neither 
does the Christian need • treatise on 
theology to tell him where the line is 
dividing the good and bad in conduct. 
— Western Adt.

When the practical question comes 
up, “ Who is on the Lord’s side ?” in

The information is derived from her 
periodical literature. We lay these 
facts upon the consciences of pastors, 
and leave them to work out results.— 
Central Methodist.

There is one way. and but one, to

itv—and thia question is 
id will not down—what

any commuait; 
always up am 
value do we put on affirmative answers 
that come from the card table, the 
play house, the wine party and the 
ballroom, in every season of the year 
except the season of Lent.—Southern 
Adt. „.

The Interurr holds that a man is as 
much the master of his brain aa of his 
premises. He is just as guilty—nay 
much more guilty—if he permits an 
evil thought to fester and corrupt 
in his soul, as he is if he permits open 
sewers and dead animals and rotten 
vegetables to lie in his cellar and poi­
son his family to death. It is his 
duty to clean them out.

The Rev. K. Heber Newton sur­
prise» many readers by writing that 
the “ Thirty-nine Articles ’’ are not 
taught by the Episcopal Church as 
articles of faith, and he dues not 
know any clergyman who believes the 
whole of them. Un the contrary, his 
was an “ ordination to free 
thought," whatever that may mean.— 
N. Y. Observer.

Bishop Hopkins, of the Episcopal 
Church, says : “No ingenuity can 
make dancing consietent with the 
covenant uf baptism.” Bishop Meade 
(Episcopal) says : “ We ought con­
scientiously to enquire whether its 
great liability to abuses should not 
make us frown upon it in all its forms. 
To my mind it is itself wrong, im­
proper, and uf a bad effect.”

A correspondent of the New York 
Evening Tost expresses the opinion 
that compulsory education is the surest 
means of exterminating juvenile 
crime. He says that the Grand 
Duchy of Baden, by a rigorous en­
forcement of such a law for seven 
years, according to carefully prepared 
statistics, reduced crime in that Duchy 
51 per cent, and pauperism 2t> per 
cent.

Jimmy McAulay, of the City Mis­
sion, New York, says : “ Three
times I was drunk, and do you know 
what did it t Tobacco. That’s why 
1 am so down on tobacco now. Chew 
and smoke, and there’ll be a steady 
craving for something, and it mostly 
ends in whiskey. A man that hon­
estly wants the Spirit of God in him 
has got to be clean, I tell you, inside 
and out. He's got to shut down on 
all his old dirty tricks, or he’s gone.”

“ Many a gentleman of the period,” 
says Mr. Spurgeon in a recent maga­
zine article, “ may be described a* 
* bound in cloth—limp.’ ” Bigotry 
was bad, but it had some “ grit” in 
it. He thinks that “ the storm 

, which wrecked the pirate ‘ Bigotry’ 
(beat furiously upon the good ship 
|‘ Principle.' ” What the Church 
needs, above all things just now, in 
Mr Spurgeon’s opinion, is a regiment

,o« Ironsides.

He who takes people into the 
Church, and does not look after the 
quality of literature they read, fails 
of Ins duty at an essential point. No­
thing so determines the character of a 
people as the quality of their litera­
ture. This i» also eminently true in 

, religious sense. To be of service to 
pe unurch her members must be 
yell-informed as to what the Church 
l doing, and what needs to be done.

keep young people in a Church that is 
fit for young people to be in, and that 
is to get them converted. People 
who love Christ do not weary of the 
Church. Converted people will stay 
in the Church ^nd unconverted people 
ought to stay out of it. Don’t trouble 
yourself »b out the Church. Give all 
diligence to lead the young to Christ, 
and he will lead them into the Church. 
—S. W. Advocate.

Dr. Graoey says : “The Salvation 
Army makes an advance on William 
Taylor. They h*ve gone to India 
specially to labor among the heathen, 
and they propose to make the heathen 
bear their expenses. They get large 
audiences morning snd evening, in 
doors and in tent, and they pass the 
collection gourd and take pice from the 
poorest native heathen. They sing 
Hindustan# hymns to Dative tunes, snd 
in all parts of Bombay multitudes are 
heard repeating fragments of Ahem. "

President Arthur would not permit 
bis eon Allen to be one of the ushers 
at the wedding of Attorney-General 
Brewster’s niece the other day—not 
that he loved the bride lees, but be- 
cause be loved the boy more. Allan 
is but nineteen years old, and the 
President wants him to attend to his 
college duties and keep out of society 
until he graduates. The Presidents 
good old Baptist father gave him some 
good notions, snd this is one of them. 
—American Paper.

This is the wsy in which the Mete­
orological Office at London, in re­
sponse to sn underwriter’s inquiry, 
disposes of the remains of the late 
ProfTWiggins : “The prophecy to 
which you allude emanates from some 
man in the Finance Department in 
•the Canadian Government. It is ut­
ter eonsense. No mao living can 
prediet the weather two days before­
hand, much lees six months. The 
idea that the Admiralty have ordered 
ships to be in port is also absurd and 
utterly false.”—N. Y. Tribune.

There is a sentence in a recent 
speech on the temperance question 
by one of the Madagascar ambassa­
dors now in Europe which is worth 
the attention of legislators in lands 
that were Christian when Madagas- 
oar was in heathen darkness. “ We 
would rather have a small exchequer 

1 than a degraded people,” said the am­
bassador. To which it might be ad­
ded that the surest way of making the 
exchequer small is first to degrade the 
people—by rum or in any other way.

1 —Central Adt.
According to the existing Russian 

law, apostasy |from tile State religion 
entails severer penalties than theft or 
murder. A Russian subject who 
abandons the orthodox faith for any 
other whatsoever is deprived of his 

! children ; his estate is handed over to 
j Guardians appointed by the State, 

and he himself is liable to prosecu­
tion by the Holy Synod until he ab­
jures The Colo,», an influential organ 
just silenced by the Government ad- 
vises that this legislation should be 
abolished in favor of full religious 
tolerance and liberty of conscience, 
after the example of the States of 
Europe.

“ The Providence of God display­
ed” is a heading familiar to readers of 
the old Methodist Magazines. The 
repeated escapes, deliverances, of Mr. 
Ferster when Chief Secretary of Ire­
land were such as one rsrely hears of 
except in some extremely sensational 
romance. Time after time he was 

| marked and dogged as for death. Yet 
he escaped without harm. His fideli­
ty to a high sense of duty in the mat­
ter of the so-called Kilmainhain trea­
ty saved his life eventually. He left 
Ireland and returned no more. Events 
have proved that he was fully justifi­
ed in taking the stand which be did 

I in the parley with men of blood.- 
Meth. Recorder.

The Central Baptist, on the division 
among Christians, makes a long de­
fense of its Church, and concludes 
wnh this sentence : “ Baptist, may
be chargeable with a great many bad
things; but that they are guilty ot divid- 
ing thé Church of Christ an unjust 
accusation. Who, then,are to blame 
Ah ’ who ? That is the question, 
dear Central.—Richmond Adv.

TheVranslingof the St. Petersburg
1 0,,/^preceded by the suppreMionof
other journal, with-ut number, eeve,

I Russia without a single journal that 
| ce,, express an independent opinion 

upon public atfairs. The law of ex- 
purgation against all foreign journal. T, ‘enforced to the tost extretp.tr 
1-ages are torn out of magazines and

; reviews, newspapers aredefaced wiVh
stamps, and books confiscated op the 
Slightest pretexts.

WOMANS WORK 
INDIA.

IN

Dr- J. M. Be id writes to the N. Y. 
Christian Advocate :

The first day of January, 1883, will 
long be remembered by many of os as 
the gnat day of the Decennial Mi+. 
eionary invention at Calcutta. The 
topic wan “ Woman’s A York in the 
India Mission Fields. ” llu essayists 
were Miss Hewlett, of the Church 
Missionary Society, snd Mb s Tho- 
burn, of our own Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society, and the opening 
speeches were by Mrs. Etfceringtt n, 
of the Baptist Missionary Society 
Mrs. Leslie, of the Independent Mis­
sion College. The subsequent dis­
cussion was carried on by Miss Green­
field, of the American Presbyterian 
Mission ; Mrs. Furgosoo, of the 
Chnrch of Scotland ; Honorable 
Sugden, of the Church Missionary 
Society ; Miss Joseph snd Mrs. G. 
Kerry, of the Baptist Mission ; Mrs. 
Dr. M’Grew, of the Methodist Episco­
pal Church ; Mrs. Meyer Tucker, of 
the Salvation Army, and Mm Du- 
thie.

Nothing daring the entire Conven­
tion was better sustained. Through­
out it was well nigh perfect, end left 
sn impression that win not readily be 
effaced. It was, in fact, the great 
day of the feast As a Methodist, I 
felt proud of our own representatives, 
snd scarcely lees so of the other noble 
women who contributed to the inter- 
est of this hour, among whom I would 
especially distinguish Mrs. Ethering- 
ton and Miss Greenfield.

An impression of the deepest kind 
wee made by the presentation of that
incomparably worst of all the evils that 
now hinders the elevation of India’s 
women, namely, child-marriage. 
None other of the customs of India 
so interferes with the health, happi­
ness, and general well-being of the 
people. Mrs. Etherington observed : 
“ I say deliberately that I am aware 
of nothing in the condition of*.women 
in any age or nation that is worse than 
it.” It appeared that there are 21,. 
000,000 of widows in India, and half 
of them were never wives. The story 
has often been told to weeping assem­
blies in America of the cruel, tyran­
nical, most abject slavery to which 
these child-widows are subjected by 
those whom the custom of India 
dooms them to serve. One lady 
speaker begged this great Convention 
tv resolve to do something for the re­
moval of this greatest wrong that wo­
man has ever suffered at the hands of 
man. 8he claimed that the same au­
thority that had prohibited the burn­
ing of widows and the casting of child­
ren to crocodiles could snd should for­
bid this greater evil.

Two opinions existed upon the sub- 
ject. One was that the Government 
should be asked to fix a suitable age 
under which marriage would be un- 
lawful. To this some were opposed, 
on the ground that it would incite the 
hostility of the natives to the mea­
sures as being tie invention of the 
missionaries to legislate against their 
religious customs. Thoee thus op- 
po»«d to invoking general legislation 
on the subject desired to petition the 
Government for the relief and protec­
tion of Christian widows, not alto­
gether without hope, indeed, that 
this might lead to » general tow ,n re­
spect tv marriageable age. All Chris­
tendom should help, in thto beeeeo- 
lent attempt to meliorate the coédi­
tion of women in Indus

The statistics of India show that 
the foreign and Eurasian female mis­
sion agents have increased I48 dur­
ing the decade. Native Christian fe­
male agents have increased-during.the 
same period from 947 to 1,944-, or 
more than doubled ; the female pu­
pils liave increased from 1,997. to 9,- 
22b, and the total number of female 
pupils from 31,580 to #$5,7til. Fe-
male societies now actually carry on
about one fifth of all the misaion work
done in India. The at>ove showing 1 great loss of morel power, a great V-ss 
is far below the actuel amount of wish j of possible gains to the Tressuty of 
Avne for women in Indian for the mis- Missions.

Alt' EXTENSIVE REVIVAL

sionariW wives are every-where most Now for this lack there can be no 
efficient loaders in the work of these excuse. If it be conceded that the 
women's societies. In our own Wo- funds are abundant for current ex- 
man’s Soeeign Missionary Society . penses, which we do not for a moment 
they almost every-where have charge believe, there still remains an oppor- 
of the work. tunity for doing the Church and its

nursery (?) an invaluable benefit in 
the way of information as to how the 

1 work of the Lord goes on in the 
The Bév. Thomas Cook, the Con- ! wvrid i how prophecy is being fulfill- 

ference evangelist, concluded his mis- »d ; hoW !«ucb yet remain, to be done
?” u tÏÏhWSrk’ KOgUDd’ °° Fri* ™ ,th\heatîen WÜ1 ^ ? I «ctiritiM. Nor let Mery i„ he,
day the fed mat A tea was provided Christ for his inherit ance and th* ut- •_ Martha, and call her met,
for the new couverte snd members of termost part of.the earth for a pusses- jtur” ,__ lL_ „ ,_„ Z
society, arid the invitation was re- ■*on-
sponded I* by over 600. Maey who ' It is yet to be impressed upon many 
were not able to be present for tea , * Peetor« snd upon a yet greater num- 
came to the meeting which followed, b*r o{ Superintendents of Sunday- 
mid which was held in the chapel, and •*ools, that the possibilities for a 
wtoieh was large and enthusiastic. ! Profitable and stimulating missionary

DIVERSITY Of SERVICE.i _
j No one follower of Christ should 

condemn another because the other! 
spiritual life is not of the same stamp 

: as his own. Let not Martha, busied 
with her much serving,running every­
where to missionary meetings, or to 
visit the sick and the poor, find fault 
with Mary iu her quiet devotion, 
peaceful, thoughtful, gentle, loving, 
because she does not abound in the

stipertktoL Le» mch thew foUow 
the Master closely, ses as R”*6*1 M 
possible of the inimité lovehuses of Hi* 
character, and copy all she can see in­
to her own life ; but let her not imag­
ine that she has seen or eupied all of

Push had been issued to the new wrrice are quite within their reach, , “d lyt her look sl eTe,7
nverts giving the iu*. 0# -1___ en(j but as certainly overlooked, and that . k*wr e **e Wlt** roverenee, as bear-

who hold such trust, in their hands *me dilr,ne llkenw- Ut FTer7
leaders, with the instruction to place 
a mark opposite the name of th# 
leader with whom the new convert 
would sms* in class ; a space was also 
toft to be filled in if the convert pre­
ferred to jMn another Church. These 
papers wes* returned in large numbers, 
sod of couise show that the vast ma­
jority will is gathered into our own 
society. H» complete the work of 
gathering ig, all the names of thoee 
who bed been inquirers were called 
over, and iri moat cases there was a 
response ; these who were absent will 
be visited in dee course. Counsels to 
tbs newly sawed were subsequently 
delivered bp Mr. Cook snd the circuit 
ministers. The mission in every re­
spect has topA aqfecsas ; the Chureh

the msecs used te bises and 
save souls. During the last week 
from 800 to 1,000 people found their 
way to the chapel each night, and the 
number of penitents was sometimes so 
great as to occasion difficulty in find­
ing workers. There were three in­
quiry rooms, and these were some­
times tilled. Altogether 26ti adults 
have sought, and we trust, found the 
Lord. Amongst the seekers have 
been large numbers of children be­
tween the ages of 10 and 14. And, 
counting these, considerably more 
than 400 persons have given in their 
names as having been brought to the 
Saviour.—Recorder.

whether they do their work faithfully 
and fully or not

do earnestly and well th# particular 
work which he is fitted and called to

battle by little, but far too slowly 1 ^°» tot him not imagine that he is

CHILDREN AND MISSIONS.

One of the most cheering signs in 
many churches in the comprehensive 
training of the children of the Church 
in the work of the Church looked at

do the cause of Christ snd the pur­
pose of Christ get their grip upon the 
multitude of youth who constitute the 
Chureh of the future. How we 
might hasten this great desideratum 
into glorious fruition, if, all along the 
line, pastors and superintendants, 
teachers and parents, were fully awake 
to th* privilege and the obligation #0 
to do! Let us awake t> righteous­
ness end to love sod to good works. 
—Ooapel in All Land*.

CONDITIONS OF BELIEVING,
*

eoeditioee pccoe- 
real trust in God 

besides knowledge. We cannot trust 
Him while we are acting contrary to 
His wilL Many, because they believe 
in the goodness of God, talk of trust­
ing Him, though they are nut trying 
to obey Him. They substitute mere 
intellectual belief in the perfection of 
the divine character, for a jwrsonal, j 
effectual trust which keeps His com 
inandments, appropriates His promises 
and gives the assurance of his pardon, 
acceptance and care. A genuine tiust 
in God is more than a blind, vague 
hope in His mercy. It requires earn­
est, cheerful, constant obedience. If 
we would trust God really and avail- 1 
ingly, we must submit our wills to 
His will and consecrate our lives to 
His service.

Wherefore, along with our confi- | 
dence in God's trustworthiness, we 
need to have confidence in the recti­
tude of our purjxise and efforts—a

doing th# only kind of work which 
Chnst wants to have done in this 
world ; rather let him look upon every 
other faithful servant who does e dif­
ferent wi rk as doing s part equally 
important and equally acceptable to 
the Master.

The bird praises God by singing. 
The flower pay, its tribute in fragrant 
incensj^s* it# censer swings in the 
hrsseri’ The tree shakes down fruité 
from its bending boughs. The star 
pour, out its silver beams to gladden 
th# earth. The clouds give their 
Meeeing in gentle rain. Yet all with 
equal faithfulness fulfil their mission. 
80 among Christ’s redeemed servants, 
one serves by incessant toil in the 
home, caring for s large family ; an­
other by silent example as a sufferer, 
patient and uncomplaining ; another 
with the pen, sending forth words 
that inspire, help, cheer, and bless ;

; another by the living voice, whose 
I eloquence moves men, and starts im­

pulse, to better, grander living ; an 
, other by the ministry of sweet song ; 
another by sitting in quiet peace at 
Jesus' feet, drinking in His spirit, 
and then shining as a gentle and silent 
light, or pouring out the fragrance of 
love like a lowly, unconscious (lower. 
Yet each and all of these n.ay be serv­
ing Christ acceptably, hearing at the 
close of each day the whispered word 
“ Well done. Primitive Christian.

broadly. They are taken up, a. up- ' »«*iouenem that we are in harmony
on a mount of observation, and sweep 
the world in vision, and are taught 
their relation to th» Home and For­
eign fields, and led to enter into it. 
If this sort of training were universal, 
it would soon change the missionary 
aspect of the Church, and give a fresh 
impulse to the World’s evangeliza­
tion.

Were the story of giving, in the 
mission «bools and churches of this 
city, told abroad, it would dv one of 
two things—it would stimulate to an 
approach, on the part of the stronger 
and well-to-do, to their magnificent 
self-denial ; or it would, like all grand 
examples, leave them in more hope- 
lew indifference. The ftraining of 
some of these mission schools in the

' with the divine will. It is the want
of this more than the lack ot intel­
lectual conviction of God's goodness 
that keeps us from trusting Him. It 
is our own sins that come between us 

1 and God and hide from us the light of 
! His countenance and the comfort of 

His love. The frown of our own 
consciences makes u, feel shut out of 
his care. We feel that we have for 

! feited His love and we lose confidence; 
not, indeed, in His goodness, but in 
His exercising that goodness towards 
us. It is only when “ our hearts con­
demn us not that we have confidence u,an * ** •I’et‘chtoss, 

’ towards God. ” That which isabsolute- 
1 ly indispensable to a comforting trust 
1 in God is the consciousness of our own 
I integrity. The trust that has this

A boy astonished his Christian mo­
ther by asking for a dollar to buy a 
share in a raffle for a silver watch 
that was to be raffled off in a beer sa­
loon. His mother was horrified, and 
rebuked him. “ But,” said he, “mo­
ther, did you not bake a cake with a 
ring in it, to be raffled off in the Sun 
day-school fair?" “ O, my son,” 
said she, “ that was for the Church. ’ 
“ But if was wrong,’’ said the boy, 
“ would doing it for the Church 
make it right ? Would it be right for 
me to steal money to put in the col­
lection ! And if it 1» right for the 
Church, is it not right for me to get 
this watch if I can V’ The good wo- 

and no person 
can answer the boy's argument. The 
practices are both wrong or they are 
both right.

„ . ... „ , . , ! basis is availing. It will bring1 peace
hardest parts of New xork is simply , . ... ., ,™ * 1 - end strength to the soul in the sever-
superb. bomeofthem know more about ^ viclse}tU(J„ „f life< tha, whilt.
the werk ai Omet in foreign land, I ^ may u (he Mtare of our lrisj#
than does the average ebnrch 'm «ty I wg ^ e|iU w ab,e v> lo thti
or country. And this* leads <•» to * , - , . .J everlasting arms of Him who caieth
say that while many of oar .churches , u.. , ... .’ ... . 1 for ue—PiUJ/nry <Jnut,an Adr.
are doing admirably, it cannot be ______
said ot the major pert. There is no 
such comprehensive training of the 
whole body of children and youth to j 
look all arvund>the world, and to take 
up mission work as their work. Not | 
even is there so much as s select band ,

When the richest American of hi* 
day was in Lis last fatal sickness a 
Christian friend proposed to sing for 
him ; and the hymn he named was, 
“ Corne, ye sinners, poor and needy.
“ Yes, yes,” replied the dying mill­
ionaire, “sing that for me, I f*el poor 

of youth, in half the churches, who an,] Yet at that moment the
take up the mission work oftbe Church l stock markets of the crh'ie were

Somebody who understands U says : 
“ Tiie one great trial and discipline of 
a missionary's life is its tremendous 
oppressiveness. A new world of cir­
cumstances and s demand for its con­
quest, and that by the spiritual life, 
impli‘-s a war-heat which thoee who 
have not borne can hardly know."

take up the 
as represented by either the Domestic 
or Foreign Boards. The result is a

watching and waiting for the demise 
of the man who could shake them 
with a nod of his head. “poor and 
rw-dy ?” How the sand sweeps 
from under a man’s soul m such an 
hour as that '.—Dr. T. L, (wytrr.

It is glorious to lie “ fill;d with 
the Spirit, “ walk in the Spirit, ’ 
and enjoy his constant companion­
ship, in all religious servie»*, busi­
ness cares, soctal relations, joys and 
sorrows, conflicts and triumphs, per- 
plexities and trials ‘ to be able to 
consult him, enjoy his niâ, receive his 
comfort. Such is the privil -ge of (he 
taints.

-Y
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