APRIL 21, 1017

THE

CATHOLIC RECORD

FIVE

of coinage. The subject has been

debated the
journals, and the Economist especi

seriously in financial

ally has given much and

it.
progressed

space

fact, has
that the
Commerce
it they
the

attention to So far, in
the

Associated Chambers of

matter

have decided to introduce

are so permitted, a Bill into
the
the

The radical bearing of such

House of Commons for
ate

system,

immedi
establishment of decimal
& proposal will be evident to anyone

considering the conservative char
acter of the English people, and the
hold the

upon their w

deep-rooted which present

gystem ha weld-wide

commercial and financial relation

y for pressing th

establishment of decimal coinage are

given as twofold ; first, that it wou 1d

in itself be a convenience in

and in cco £ 1era

gsecondly, that without itthe introduc

tion of the metric gy
and measures is
latter poin

tion

impos
some word

are Necessar)y For a long time

past, says the Economist, there ha

been

that

almost
the
system
the
foreign countries.

universal agreement

introduction of the metric

would immensely

expansion of British trade in

There are difficul-
ties in the way, especially in connec-
tion with because

80

engineering

many well-known standards have
been built up upon the inch instead
of upon the millimetre.

according to the

But there is
same authority
growing evidence that the engineers
themselves see their way to over-
difficulties.
It is significant, at least, that e lectri-
cal

based

coming gradually these

engineering is almost entirely

upon a system of metric

standards. It may be assumed,

therefore, that the surviving opposi-

tion to the introduction of the metric |

gystem would disappear if the crucial
difficulty of the coinage could be sur-
mounted. That difficulty, in shorts
is that it is impossible to work on
the metric system, which is essen-
tially decimal, with a non-decimal
gystem of coinage.

It 18 argued, therefore, that even
were it possible to introduce immedi
ately the metric system solely for the
trade, the greater
part of its convenience would be lost
the
establishment of a decimal system of
the
path of wisdom seems to point to a
the of

and its advocates contend

sake of foreign
unless it were accompanied by

coinage. That being the case

beginning with introduction
the latter,
that there
this be

adoption of

is no insuperable barrier
at The

metric em of

te ing done once.

the syst
weights and measures would follow
automatically in due time, due allow-
the national

tible

ance being made for

conservatism. Its inconte con-

venience would gradually force itself

upon the attention of manulacturers

and hants.

merc

REFERRING TO the suggested adop

§ion of the American dollar, 1% 18

contended that apart from questions

of sentiment, the substitution of the

dollar for the sovereign would in

velve a conft g change in the
ational

Eng

is aunit of value to which the whole

practice ol intern commerce

and banking. The lish sovereign

world is accustomed. It 1 been

described as the keystone of Britain’'s

international banking position, any

interference with which is to

(‘r[\"!l
grave objections. The advantages of

the suggestion to unify the currency

of the whole English-speaking world

is likely, however, to force itself with

increasing persistence upon public

Those of

States

attention in England.

who, as in the United

Canada, are used to the convenience

and simplicity of the decimal system

but litéle doubt
eventual outcome

can have

Smith was accustomed to term
! of

may hasten the consummation.

‘schism the Anglo-Saxon

CARDINAL RECEIVES GRAND
PRIZE

The French Academy of Moral and
to
Bel-

gium, its grand prize of 15,000 francs

awarded
()'

Political S has

Cardinal

iences

Mercier, primate

destined

and

to

greatest
whatever 1
the ¢

recompense the

acts of dev

these terms
In awarding

dinal Mercier the academy

honot

respect of right,

this prize to Cax
des
his noble

his zeal
his firmness 1n the

for justice
face of

for

Oppress
the

and his devotion poor
opj ressed.
homag:

which 1n

France.

80 many ways

facilitate {

demand for a settlement.

‘that
us

and

as to the
The entrance of
the United States into the War, tend-
ing to the healing of what Goldwin
the
race,”
| be repudiated
| thus destroying simultanecusly both
| the settlement of the Irish problem

finest
otion of

1@ academy made

ired to
patriotism, his

on
and
It desired also to render
in his person to the nation
is dear to

| pelled to back Bonar Law and Carson,

. P. O'CONNOR'S
Do firet because without them he could
IAlhl | ]‘4“ never have dethroned Asquith from

* the Premiership of the Empire and
JUST HOW THE IRISH QUESTION
NOW STANDS

.

secondly because Carsonmight resign
if the full demands of the
Party were repudiated.
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