N s SR T [ o sttt

s

T TR X AR Nl VA b U 30 N AR 210

0 0T RS 1 A, e MR

i

i
i
g:
i
_i
i
H
i
il
|

and Ehucation,

—_—

Our Debate.

Below you will find the four essays
selected as the best amongst those
sent in for our debate: also the
replies sent by the leaders of the re-
spective sides. This last matter we
effected by sending typewritten copies
(bearing neither the name nor ad-
dress of the writers) of the essays
selected as best to the leaders, or
““ first-prize *’ winners, of the oppos-
ing sides.

Now, as mentioned before, the de-
cision in this debate rests wholly
with you, the readers of our journal.
If you have taken no active part, and
intend to take no active part (other
than that of bheing an interested
reader) in our Literary Society, you
can surely (ind time to figure in this.
All you need to do is to write the
word ‘‘ Aftirmative,’’ or Negative,”’
as you may decide, on a post card,
with your name and address, and
send it to us (addressed to the
““ Literary Dept.”’) so that it may
arrive at this office by March 31st.
This surely will not be much trouble,
and will be the only means of helping
us to secure a popular vote. When
the vote has been given, and the de-
cision announced, we shall give an-
other prize for the best criticism on
the essays submitted in the debate.
By ““ criticism,”’ of course, We mean
a  critjcism with reference to the
favorable as well as the unfavorable
points.

Now, just a word as to the general
quality of the We
may, perhaps, express our opinion of
them in the fewest words by saying
that we were " proud oi them ' In
fact, we felt like awarding a score
of prizes, rather than just  four, bhut
could not break through our pre
cedent . Our Honor Roll, had we
space, would be a very long one
indeed; but as space is a very nec-
essary consideration, we are obliged
to reduce it to the names of the five
who most closely combated for a
place with the prizewinners. X
Y. 7. sent a very fine essay, which,
however, was ruled out of the con-
test, since X. Y. 7. (W. J. Way)
won a prize last time.

In consideration, then, all  the
facts, we think no one should be dis-
appointed at not receiving a  prize
As we have said so often before, the
mental exercise is the main thing ;
and you have had that, and the sat-
isfaction, besides, of hearing from
headquarters that your work was
creditable. We did not receive
a single poor essay. So don't be
discouraged, but try again. Next
time you may come out at the very
top.

The prizewinners this time are :
Affirmative—Agnes Hunt, Nipissing,
Ont., and C. M. M., Middlesex Co.,
Ont. Negative—'* Olivia,"’ Simcoe |
Co., Ont., and A Spectator,”” Peel
Co., Ont.

The Honor Roll —X. Y
Nicholson, Margaret KFarle, Sandy
Fraser, .J. D Tavlor, Frank Small.
If we have a regret at all in
nection. with our debhate, it is
50 few of ouwr Marvitime I'rovince
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SUBJECT.

Resolved that a High-school Eduea-
tion Qualifying for a Teacher's Certi-
ficate is of More Advantage 10 a
Farmer than an Education Qualify-
ing Him for a Diploma from a Busi-
ness College.

Afﬂrmativ&Essay I.

A farmer should he of God's
most perfect men, with all parts of
his mind as well developed as the
muscles of his stalwart form. Not
a4 mere machine, mechanically doing
the work put before it, but a living,
thinking man, with intellect clear
and keen, fullv alive to the reality
of his life-work and the forces with
which he has to deal To fit him to
become such, the High-school Educa-
tion, to my mind, is emphatically
preferable.  Reasons

1. The llusinv.\x—«ul](-gv Course re-
quires but a few months, hence t
cannot hbe so thorough as
High-school training

2. 1t teaches but
while the I]l,‘:h School
many lines, and in a broader sense

3. Business College fits g
the higher and more diflicult
of business life. but
taught in the Ylich
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to know more about the
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capacity of bins, tanks, et as well
parts of commercigl arithmetic,
while the Business College deals most
fully with the latter

6. Stenography
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think, on the
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truths regarding mother
earth, the ar, water, and forces of
nature. He understands the value of
different gases, and the elements with
which he has to doeal

9. History and geography acquaint
him with the wide world  and
people, and give g useful
knowledge.

10, Literature
refines, and,
makes him
inferior to
with whom
to mingle.

I11. Composition and  grammar
make him master of the IEnglish
tongue, both spoken and written.

12, Drawing, 1ike penmanship,
trains the hand and and
velops  wsthetic tastes but, trace
its teachings in the planning  of
lawns, the architecture and placing
of buildings, and You sece a further
value. )

13. The  languages,
modern, if taken up. open to o him
the best literature of the ancients of
other lands, and give a better under-
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store  of
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standing of the Iinglish language and
our own literature.

14. Algebra and euclid
should have been mentioned after
arithmetic) but widen his grasp of
mathematics, and help him grapple
with knotty farm problems.

15, My own personal experience in
changing from public-school teacher
to farmer’s wife, shows me that
nearly everything mastered in the
High-school education comes useful
daily What Business-college ¢ sdu-
ate can say as much ?
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Affirmative—Essay |II.

[t has been' said that the High
Schools are educating our boys away
from the farm, giving  them desires
and _ambitions for other callings  in
life The reason for this tendency
1s in the fact that the boy's desires
are wrongly moulded before the High-
school education begins. But if a
yYoung man enter High School with
farming in view as his calling in
life, no greater influence is exerted to
lead from the farm than if he entered
Wherein are the supe-
rror advantages of a High-school edu-
cation 2 And, in answer, we combine
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good on all with whom he comes
contact. A special education
only object is development along the
line of too greatly existing commer-
cialism cannot serve this purpose as.
well as a wider one. Agriculture
combines profession, trade and busi-
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Negative—Essay |.

The Business Kducation
Vvalue to a farmer than
High School, since it is
tical, more
less time for

15 of more
that of the
more prac-
and  requires
1ts completion
We will consider that in both lines
the graduation from  the  public
School, with an Entrance certificate,
15 the starting-point The boy has
thus already very good
general education, and, having de-
cided  upon  his lite-work, requires
special training along that Jine.
Since, as a general rule, a voung
farmer cannot much time
Im school as a IS preparing
lor a  profession, will  find the
business  education advantage-
since he can sccure this training
Six-months’ while It
take him at Jeast two years
become  qualified for a  teacher's
This is a m time
“tWo important con-
He enter  at
time, which s a4 great conveni-
If engaged in anyv other
pation, he even  attend
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Started with gives him an insight in-
to the different lines of thought and
study, placed upon a good
fTooting further researches
himselr out his mind
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