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Westward sped the little electric broug-
ham, driven without regard to police re-
gulations or any rule of the road. Inside,
Peter Ruff, a little breathless, was lean-
ing forward, tying his white cravat with
the aid of the little polished mirror set in

the middle of the dark green eushions, At

his right hand was Lady Mary, watching

his proceedings with an air of agonized im-

patience.

“Let me tell you—" she begged.

“Kindly wait till 1 have tied this and
put my studs in,” Peter Ruff interrupted.
It is impossible for me to arrive at a ball
in this- condition, and I cannot give my
whole attention to more than one thing
at a time.”

“We shall be there in five minuntes,” she
exclaimed. “What is the good, unless you
understand, of your coming at all?”’

Peter Ruff surveyed his tie critieally.

- Fortunately, it pleased him. He began to
press the studs into their places with firm
fingers.

“T'm ready,” Peter Ruff said, quietly.

“My younger brother—Maurice,” she be-
gan, breathlessly—‘‘you’ve never met him,
| know, but you've heard me speak of
Liim. He is private secretary to Sir James
Westley—"’

“Minister for
asked, swiftly.

“Yes! Maurice wants to go in for the
Diplomatic Service. He is a dear, and so
clever!”

“Ts it Maurice who is in trouble?”’ Peter
Ruff asked. “Why didn’t\he come him-
self?”

“I am trymg to explain,” Lady Mary
protested. *“This aftérnoon’ he had an im-
portant paper to turn into cipher and hand
over to the Prime Minister at the Duchess
ot Montford’s dance tonight. The Prime
Minister will arrive in a motor car from
the country at about 2 o’clock, and the
first thing he will ask for will .be that
paper. It has been stolen!”

“At what time did your brother finisn
copying it, and when did he discover its
loss?” Ruff asked.

“He finished it in his own rooms at 7.30,”
lady Mary answered.
loss at 11 o'clock—directly he had arrived
at the ball.”

“Why didn’t he come to me himself
Peter Ruff repeated. “I like to have these
particulars at first hand.”

‘“He is in attendance upon Sir James at
the ball,” Lady Mary answered. ‘There is
trouble in the East, as you know, and Sir
James is expecting despatches tonight.
Maurice is not allowed to leave.”

“Has he told Sir James yet?"’

“He had not ‘when I felt,”” Lady Mary
auswered. “If he is forced to do so, it
will be ruin. Mr. Ruff, you must help
A mistake like this, at the very be-
ginning of his career, would be fatal. Here
we are. That is my brother waiting just
inside of the hall.”

A young man came up to them 'in the
vestibule. He was somewhat pale, but
otherwise perfectly self-possessed. Peter
Ruff liked the look of him. He waited for
1o introduction, but laid his hand at emee
upon the young man’s shoulder

“Between 7.30 and arriving here,” he
<aid, drawing him on one side—‘“quick!
Tell me, whom did you see? What oppor-
tunities were there of stealing the paper.
and by whom 7

Foreign Affairs?” Ruff

on

“T finished it at five and twenty minutes |

pagt 7, the young man said, “sealed it in
an official envelope, and stood it up on my
desk by the side of my coat and hat and

muffler, which my servant had laid there, |

ready for me to put on. My bedroom
opens out from my sitting room. While 1
was dressing, two men caHed for me—
PPaul Jermyn and Count Von Hern. They
walked through my bedroom first, and
then sat together in the sitting room until
I came out. The door was wide open, and
we walked all the time.”

“They called accidentally?’ Peter Ruff
asked,

“No=by appointment.”” the young man
answered. ‘“We were all coming on here
to the dance, and we had agreed to dine to-
gether first at the Savoy.”

“You say that you left the paper on
vour desk with your coat and hat?’ Peter
Ruff asked. ‘“Was it there when you came
eut?”

“Apparently so,” the young man an-
swered. “It seemed to be standihg in ex-
actly the same place as where I had left
it. 1 put it into my breast pocket, and
it was only when I arrived here that I
fancied the'envelope seemed lighter. T
went off by myself and tore it open. There
was nothing inside but half a newspaper!”

“What about the envelope?’ Peter Ruff
asked. ‘““That must have been the same

GOVERNMENT AWAIT
YOTE ON HARBOR BRIDGE

(Continued from page 3.)

The bill does not provide for the unseat-
ing or disqualification of a candidate.

Mr., Maxwell opposed the passing of the
act without its being printed, but Hon.
Mr. Robinson pointed out that unless
there was a general election before  the
next session the act could be amended
then. The purity league of Westmorland
were anxious for it to pass. The bill was
passed mnanimously without being print-
od or even read.

Under a bill brought m today and pass-
ed, it will be possible for persons intend-
ing marriage to have their banns publish-
ed one or more times, according to the
custom of their denomination, and further,
that a form of certificate must be attach-
ed to every marriage license which is to
be filled out, and also forms must be pro-
vided by municipalities upon which returns
of marriages can be made.

Mr. Burchill divided the house unexpect-
edly when the bill to guarantee bonds of
the Southampton Railway was being read
a third time. He moved the three months
hoist. There were many members from
both sides of the house absent, but Bur-
ohill, Copp, Bryne, Currie, Legere,
Sweeney voted against the measure, and
twenty-one opposition members and
Billois voted in favor of 1it.

Bills Introduced.

Fredericton, N. B,
McLeod moved that the fee paid on the
ntroduction of the New Brunswick
Hydro-Electric Power Company’s bill be
returned to the promoters, as the bill had
not been recommended.

Hon. Mr. Hazen said that although he
did not wish to oppose this motion, he
thought the practice of returning fees on
bills which did not meet with favor
should not be adopted by this legislature.
There might be exceptional cases when a
should Dbe returned but he did not
favor ITe also pointed out
that rule of the house that
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La- |

have noticed it?"”

“It was,” the Honorable Maurice an-|
swered. |

“It was a sort which you kept in your
room?”

“Yes,” the young man admitted. |

“The packet was changed, then, b_v]
someone in your room, or some one who|
had access to it,”” Peter Ruff said. “How |
]about your servant?”’

i “It was his evening off,” the Honorable |

Maurice answered. ‘1 let him put out
my things and go at seven o'clock.” !
j “You must tell me the nature of the]
| contents of the packet,” Peter.Ruff de-,
(cleared. “Don’t hesitate. You must doi
Jit. Remember the alternative.” = |
i The young man did hesitate for several|
moments, but a glance into his sister’s
appealing face decided him. 1

“It was our official reply to a secret;
communication from Russia respecting— |
a certain matter in the Balkans.” !

Pater Ruff nodded. J

“Where is Count Von Hern??’ he ask—"
ed, abruptly. i

‘Inside, dancing,] the Honorable Maur-|
ice answered. 1

“lI must use a telephone at once,” Peter|
Ruff said. “Ask one of the servants here]
where I can find one.” |

Peter Rufl was conducted to a gloomy |
waiting room, on the table of which
stood a small telephone instrument. He!
closed the door, but he was only absent|
for a very few minutes. When he re-|
joined Lady Mary and her brother they |
were talking together in agitated whis-|
pers. The latter turned towards him a(‘
once.

“Do you mean that you suspect Counnt|
Yon Hern?’ he asked, doubtedfully. “Hel
is a friend of the Danish Minister's, and|
' every one says that he’s such a good
chap. He doesn’t seem to take the slight ;
est interest in politics—spends nearly all
his time hunting or playing polo.” 1

“T don’t suspect any one,” Peter Ruff|
answered. ‘I only know that Count Von|
Hern is an Austrian spy, and. that he|
took your paper!

Has he been out of|
your sight at all since you rejoined him
in the sittingroom? 1 mean to say—had
he any opportunity of leaving you dur
ing the time you were dining together.
or did he make any calls en route on the
way to the Savoy or from the Savoy,
ere ?”’ |

The young man shook his head. |

“He has not been out of my sight for!
a second,” he declared. |

Who is the other man—Jermyn?"” Peter
Ruff asked. “I never heard of him.” |

“An American—cousin of the Duchess,"!
the Honorable Maurice answered. “He
could not have had the slightest interest
in the affair.”
{ ‘“Please take me into the ball room.”
! Peter Ruff said to Lady Mary, “Your!
brother had better not come with us. 1!
want to be as near the Count Von Hern|
as possible.”

They passed into the crowded rooms.!
unnoticed. They found progress difﬁcu]t.and‘}
{Lady Mary felt her heart sink as she|
glanced at the little jeweled watch which|
hung from her wrist. Suddenly Peter Ruff|
came to a standstill.
| “Don’t look for a moment,”
I"hut tell me as soon as you can—who 13}
jtb  tall young man, like a Goliath, talk-|
‘ing to the little dark woman?  You see|
| whom I mean?”’ |

Lady Mary nodded. and they passed on.|
“How strange that-you should ask!"” she |
| whispered in his ear. “That is Mr. Jer-
| myn.”

They were on the outskirts now of the
ballroom itself.

“Please turn round and come back.”
Peter Ruff said. “T want to see those two |
again, Walk down this corridor with me.|
| D6 you mind talking all the time, please”
It will sound more natural, and I want
ito listen.”

The young "American and his partner|
had found a more retired seat now, about
three-quarters of the way down the pil-|
lared vestibule which bordered the ball-
room. He was bending over his compan-
ion with an air of unmistakable devotion,
but it was she who talked. The slim
white fingers of one hand played all the
time with a string of magnificent pearls.
Her dark, soft eyes flashed into his. A
delightful smile hovered at the corners of
her lips. All the time she was talking|
and he was listening. Lady Mary and her|
| partner passed by unnoticed. At the end|
| of the vestibule they turned and retraced
Peter Ruff was
he had caught a few of those
But the woman's foreign
trcubled him

“If only she would
language,” he muttered

{

very quiet— |

rapid words.
accent  had

their steps,

speak in her own

if a Dbill was not recommended at one
session, and was introduced again at the
next, the fee payable on the second in-
troduction would be only $10.

Hon. Mr. Hazen introduced a bill re-
specting enquiries as to corrupt practices
at elections of members of the legislative
assembly.

Hon. Mr. MelLeod introduced a bill to
amend the act incorporating the St. John
Valley Railway Company.

Hon. Mr. Hazen introduced a bill to
amend the act incorporating the Sackville
and Westmorland Agricultural Society.
He explained that the bill was introduced
to remove all doubts as to the legal status;
of the society which had been incorperat-|
ed under another name in 1852, but had|
carried on its business as an agricultural|
society of late years under present
name.

Hon. Mr. Hazen introduced a bill to]
| amend the Workman's Compensation act. |
| He explained that the object of the bil.
was to correct errors in previous acts and
make provision for the collection of dam-
ages ordered paid to employes under pre
vious acts.

Hon. Mr. Flemming submitted the sup
plementary estimates. |

House went into committee on supply,
with Mr. Sproul in the chair.

Hon. Mr. Flemming explained that the
first item was for $200 for bringing up|
the salaries of two engrossing clerks, $100 |
each. ‘

There was also an amount of 8178, be-|
ing an additional amount to meet the ser-
ices of the sergeant-at-arms and other
officials of the legislature who were Ihxl‘ii
| by the day. i
| An additional $1,000 was included, be- |
ing an additional amount for services|
made necessary by the extra length of
the session. There was also an item of
£500 to be paid the estate of the late
Thomas Robison as deceased’s indemnity
for this session. There was also an item
of §200 to provide for a gratuity to Mrs.
Robert Burns, widow of the late care-
taker of the Suspension bridge. St. .John.
Honorable members would remember that
My, Burns lost his life under very dis-
iressing circumstances.

The last item was for 3,000 to proy 1de
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Lady Mary's hand itened |
upon his arm. ]
“Look!"” she exclaimed.
Non Hern!”
A tall, fair young man. very exact in}|
his dress; very stiff in his carriage, with|
a not unpleasant face, was standing talk-|

suddenly tigl

“That is Count

who apparently found the intrusion an an-|
noyance, was listening to the conversation
between the two, with a frown upon his|
a general air of irritation. As
Lady Mary and her escort drew near. the|
reason for the young American’s annn;;—:
ance became clearer—his two companions
were talking softly, but with great ani
mation, M a foreign language, which it
was obvious that he did not understand.
Peter Ruff’'s elbow pressed against his
partner’s arm, and their slackened
He ventured, even, to pause for a moment,
looking into the ballroom as though in
search some one, and he had by no
means the appearance of a man likely to
urderstand Hungarian. Then, to Lady
Mary’s surprise, he touched the Count
Von Hern on the shoulder and addressec
him.

“I beg vour pardon, sir.”
I fancy that

pace

o1

he said, “but|
accidentally exchanged
programines, few minutes ago. at the|
buffet. 1 have lost mine and picked up
one which does not belong to me. As we|
were standing side by side, it is possibly
yours

“I believe not, sir.” the Count answered, |
with that pleasant smile which had gone!
such ‘a long way toward winning him the
veputation of being a “good fellow” among |
a fairly large circle of friends. ““I believe, |
at any rate,” he added, ‘‘that this is
own. You mistake me, probably, for some
one else.

The Count
programime

we
a

my

good-humoredly held out 1

for the expenses of szearching for the
brown tailed moth. He explained that the
expense in this connection would be en-

illustrations, showing school children and
others the exact appearance of the nests
of brown tailed moths in order that they
might go out and look for them. The agri-
cultural department is arranging to carry
on this work and will have the co-opera-
tion of the department of agriculture, Ot-|
tawa. The agricultural department is ar-!
ranging to pay prizes to children finding
nests.

The

items of the
mates were all agreed to.
Hon. Mr introduced a bill

|

‘ : $
provide for repairs and improvements |
|

o supplementary esti-
Flemming
to
of roads and bridges and other public ser-
Hon. Mr. Flemming introduced a bill
tor the defraying of expenses of civil gov-|
ernment of the province. |

The house went into committee with
Mr. Sproul in the chair and agreed to the|
two last mentioned bills.

The house went into committee, Mr. |
Wilson in the chair. |

The bill to enable the inhabitants of |
the town of Dorchester, in the county of
Westmoreland, to assess themselves for
fire protection and street lighting and tr\;
give them certain other powers, was|
agreed to as amended. |

The bill to athend the act amending the|
act of incorporating the St. John Valley
Railway Company and relating to Sack-|
ville  and Westmorland Soclety were
agreed to.

After

house

reported the!
Mr. Sproul
the bill to
Elections act |

bills were
committee,
in the chair, and agreed to
amend the New Brunswick
with amendments. 3
The house took recess at 6 o'clock

Hydro-Power Bill Thrown Qut,

I
Fredericton, N. B., April ]‘Jr‘f‘rincipn}-f‘
t
|
1

these

went mto

Iy because there were no plans and speci-
fications of the proposed power works at
Lepreaux, the Hyrdo-Electric power bill
was thrown out by the corporations mm-'
mittee this morning. The division |
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Peter Rufi swift glance down the|
programme which the Count handed
Then he apologized 'profusely.

“I was mistaken,” he admitted |
very gorry.”*

cast a
him. |
|

am |
|

bowed
no

The

b &

Count

18 OI consequence, =ir ne said,

he said.|ing to Jermyn and his companion. Jermyn, | and vesumed his cemversation.

Peter Ruff passedion with Lady Mary.|
At a safe distance, she glanced at him in-
quiringly.

&

see,””

1 to|

I

wanted
ofi 1

dances

was ‘his  programie
Peter Ruff explained

icight. He has had fown
the Countess— °

“Who

19 a8

18 she?” Lady Mar <
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The little
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seems, too, to
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continued.
He has
twelfth.

H
n
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at once
brother

of

to voun
short. 1Is
tric brougham to be trusted?
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an old servant
“Will ¥ him
asked, “and tell im he
structions abgolutely’
“Of course,” she “You are|
away then?” |
Ruff nodded.
of words just then.

speak time

the drive

she assured He
Peter
obey my

Ruft!
in

ou lend to me?

18 1«

answered
He was a little spar
The thoughts were
his brain. He
listening. too, for the sweep of a dress!

rough
was
bebind.

“¥s nothing
Mary begged, eagerly.
uff shook his
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there 1 can Lady

Peter ead: In
Honorable Ma

them. With a

imperceptible gesture waved
“Don’t let your brother

e said. “We can’t

dis
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firm but
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he him away.

speak to

who be

me,”
ind

i
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Hon

tor

Messrs. Flemming and Maxwell \'()ts‘d:
recommending the hill to
Hon. Mr., Grimmer and the
Charlotte county members were against it
Among those who appeared in support
the measure was A. R. Gould, of trolley |
raillways fame; J. E. Wilson, of St. John,
who introduced the bill in the legislature,
held to his contention in the house yester-
day that the plans and specifications must |
accompany applications for power privil
eges,

The
corporating Wm. C.

the

house,

other |
|

while

of

|
same sad. fate awaited the hill in-|
Van Horne and F. S.
Pearson and others as the Manganese (\om-
pany, with power to purchase everything
but the moon. The committee gave this |
bill short cansideration and speedy death.

LOBSTERS SCARCE
AN EXPENSIVE

According to at least ome
sale fish dealers in St, John

fisheries of

|

he whole-|
the lobster
the Bay of Fundy have be-
come so depleted that there is no longer
much profit in them. So far this year the
local market has been bare of the crus-|
taceans, and the reason he gave was that{

| the fishermen did not set their traps this|
| Alex.

spring as usual.
On the other hand, some of the dealera|
arc inclined to think that the local short-

| age may in a measure be caused by the|

present high prices obtainable in thej
United States. The other day it was said|
the captain of one of 'the bay steamers|
dispoged of three barrels of lobsters at|
the rate of sixty cente a pound. These|
went to the Boston market, At all events!
of it, lobsters, as/|

one man remarked, are just now ‘“‘like good |
watches.”’ ‘
There is no immediate prospect of the
price of salt fish falling off any.
hikely that there will be any
a

t is no(}

change for
In the meantime,
scarce, to the|
the spring.

t least another month,
fish are aiso
backward nature of
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I reappear from it, if T do at all, T shal
probably be in a hurry. Directly yo
me be on your box ready to start.
good deal magy depend upon our
away quickly.”

“Very good, sir,” the
‘How long am I to wait

Peter Ruff’'s hips twisted
little smile.

“Until 2 o'clock.’
am not out by then, yvo
any more about me. You
tell your mistress exactly
pened.”

The motor ecar turned
disappeared now, and in a
Peter Ruoff stood before door of
bouse into which the little lady had di
peared. The problem of entrance was
The door
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What time did you say the Prime Minister
was expected?”’
“At 2 k

Ty dy Mary anxi
ously.

o’cloc said.
I 1
Peter Ruff glanced at his watch. It was|
already half an hour past midnight
“Very well,” he said, “I will do what
an. In the meantime—’
“In  the meantime?”
breathlessly.
“Take wvour
room,” Peter
dance—dance
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Fortunately, however, the chase was no
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gloomy appearance. The little
the wonderful eyes was already
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the New England states,

NORTH SHORE HORSES
DROWNED THROUGH ICE

Newcastle, April 10—On Saturday there
were very many accidents upon the ice
Parks, of Upper Derby, hauling a
load of shingles, lost his team, harness and
sleds through the ice off Sheriff ()'Brien’s
mill, Nelson, s loss was about $300. He
had refused $400 for the two horses alone
Jogeph Hubbard, of Redbank, going
home from Newecastle the same day lost a
Lorse off the Sinclair mill, near the North- |
west bridge. When the animal was pulled |
out of the water it was dead, Mr. Hub-|
bard's loss is about $200. The same after-
noon the horse belonging to Daniel Aiton,
of Redbank, went in near Hickson's mill, |
and was rescued with great difficulty by |
millmen who went to the rescue, and!
David J. Buckley ecame very near Josing|
his horse off Lynch’s mill, There were algo |
several accidents off Chatham. The !
unsafe,
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