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HON. ANDREW G. BLAIR, STRICKEN WITH HEART FAILURE,

Collapsed While Conversing With His Sister-in-Law and
Passed Away Almost Immediately

‘Was Attending to Special Business in the Morning and Had Appointment for

the Evening---Was to Attend Telephone Merger Meeting Here Today---
lowing Tributes from Former Political Associates

DIED VERY SUDDENLY IN FREDERICTON, FRIDAY

~ the Great New Brunswick Leader.

Fredericton, N. B., Jan. 25—Hon. An-
drew G. Blair expired very suddenly at
the residence of his sister-in-law, the
Misses Thompson, Waterloo road, this
evening, from heart failure.

He was stricken while reclining on a
couch, chatting with Miss Mary Thomp-
gon, and immediately lost consciousness.

Three physicians were quickly upon the
‘cene in response to a telephone message,

ut were too late to render assistance.

The sad news spread with amazing spegd

roughout the city and was the sole topic

r conversation this evening.

People who had seen Mr, Blair about

e streets during the day ‘were at first

ath to credit the report that he had

assed away, but soon found, upon in-
airy, that it was only too true.

Mr. Blair arrived in the city from Ot-
.awa by noon train yesterday, the object
of his visit being to transact some busi-
ness in connection with the merger of the
New Brunswick Telephone Company, of
which he is president. He was about the
streets yesterday aftermoon, in company
with W. T. Whitehead, M. P. P., and ex-
changed greetings with many old friends.
His manner was very cheerful and so far
as outward appearance went he was in
the enjoyment of his usual good health.

Thought He Had La Grippe.

When he arose this morning he told his
sister-in-law that he had not rested com-
fortably during the night, and was in-
clined to think that he had contracted a
slight attack of intestinal la grippe.

He came up town to the telephone office
at 10 o’clock, and remained there until 1
in company with J. H. Barry, K. C,, the
company’s ‘solicitor. He told Mr. Barry
that, as he was not feeling as well as

- usual, he ‘would not return to the office in
the afternoon, but they made an appoint-
‘ment to meet at the house at 7 o’clock
in the ¢ ng to finish up the business
they had .n hand.

Mr. Blair spent the afternoon at the
home of Senator Thompson, and while re-
clining on a couch in the sitting room at
5.30 o’clock he was joined by Miss Mary
Thompson, who is employed in the educa-
tion office.

Suddenly Oollapsed.

He was making inquiries in regard to
her work when, without a moment’s warn-
ing, he collapsed. Miss Thompson spoke
to him and, receiving no reply, called in
Judge Wilson, who occupies: part of the
~same’” house, - Judge * Wilson found him
breathing heavily and unconscious. He
felt his pulse, but could not
detect any movement. Dr. Bridges was
on the scene a few moments later and on
examining the patient found no sign of
life. Dr. G. J. McNally and Dr. R. H.
McGrath joined Dr.' Bridges in a short
time and after examination of the body
they gave it as their ‘pinion that death
wag due to heart failure.

During the afternoon Mr. Blair had a
conversation with Mr. Barry over the
telephone and gave him to understand
that he had eaten scarcely any dinner
and was not feeling as well as usual.

It was his intention to lesave for St.
John tomorrow morning to attend the an-
nual joint meeting of the directors of the
New Brunswick and Central Telephone
Companies to deal with matters in con-
nection with the merger.

Tragic News Spread Faat.

News of Mr. Blair's death was wired
to members of his family at Ottawa and
also to his lifelong friend, Senator Thomp-
son, who left Montreal this evening for
St. John. W. T. Whitehead, M. P. P,
another close friend of deceased, left this
evening for Montreal but on receiving the
sad news at Fredericton Junction re-
turned home.

It has been decided that interment shall
be made at Ottawa, where the deceased
has a son and daughter buried. The body
will be embalmed and taken to the cap-
ital by the five fifty train tomorrow af-
ternoon.

Sorrow at Mr. Blair's death will be uni-
versal throughout Canada but nowhere
will it be more keenly felt than in this,
his native city. It is now admitted, even

never had a truer friend or a more worthy
vepresentative in the legislature and gov-
ernment. of this country than A..G. Blair.
n The deceased is survived by a widow,
“daughter of the late George Thompson,
and two sons, A. George and Donald
Blair, of Ottawa, and five daughters, Mrs.
R. F. Randolph, of Fredericton; Mrs.
Walter Clark, of Montreal; Mrs. L. P.
' Brewin, of England; Mrs. George S. Me-
Carthy, of Ottawa, and Miss. Marjory
Blair at -home. Another daughter, Miss
Bessie Blair, was drowned while skating
on the Ottawa river some years ago.
Mr. Blair is also survived by one hali
sister, Mrs. Amy Fenety, of this city,
now in her ninety-third year, and one
sister, Mrs. Rossborough, of Guyshoro
(N. 8.)

His Oareér.

Mr. Blair was born in Fredericton in
March, 1844, and resided there up to fif-
teen years ago when he removed with his
family to St. John. He was easily Fred-
ericton’s greatest son and it is rather
singular that the dread summons should
come while on a visit to his native city,
the scene of some of the great forensic
and political triumphs of his life.

Mr. Blair’s elucation was obtained in
the common scnools of that city and at
the age of fourteen he entered the law
office of his uncle, the late George N. Se-
gee, as clerk. He began the study of law
with Mr. Segee and at his death com-
pleted his studies with the late John C.
Allen, afterwards chief justice. He was
admitted an attorney in 1865 and called
to the bar two years lacer.

He formed a legal partnership in 1867
with the present Judge Gregory, which
eontinued down to 1887. Messrs. Gregory
and Blair were recognized as the leaders
of the York, county bar and took part
in many important cases. Upon the dis-
solution of the firm in 1887, shortly after

the dominion election of that year, J. H.|cecived. He parted with me here night be-

Barry entered into partnership with Mr.

| handsomely
iv | necessary to force his way through a great
by political opponents, that York county| . 5

{ declined to allow him to walk, and he

the latter’s removal to St. John in 1892.

Mr. Blair ran his first election for the
legislature in the county of York in 1870,
but was defeated by the ticket lead by
the late Governor Fraser. He also con-
tested the county unsuccessfully in 1874,
but at the naxt general election, in 1878,
he was successful, along with his col-
league, Fred P. Thompson.

At the first session of the new house
in February, 1879, he was chosen leader
of the opposition, then consisting of only
six members besides himself in a house of
forty-one. In  the last session of that
house, held in 1882, the opposition, un-
der his leadership, had increased to seven-
teen. ‘At the general election of that
year, 1882, he was re-elected for his old
constituzney; and in March, 1883, he de-
feated the Hanington government and
was called upon to form a new ministry,
which he suceeded in accomplishing in
one day.

He continued as representative of the
county until’ 1892, when he went down
to defeat with his colleagues as a result
of an agitation raised against him over
the Bathurst school question. This re-
verse was quite naturally a great surprise
to Mr. Blair and was altogether unex-
pected. He bhad bzen out of the county
a great deal during the campaign assist-
ing his supporters in other parts of the
province and did not realize, until too
late, the strength of the undercurrent that
had set in against him in York. His fare-
well address to the electors of York, de-
livered in the court house on declaration
day, will never be forgotten by those who
listened to it. i

In 1896 Mr. Blair removed from the
realm of provincial politics into'the broad-
er one of dominion representation of the
people. In the general elections of that
vear he contested the constituency of
Queens-Sunbury in the Liberal interests,
and was elected. Going to Ottawa he was
taken into the cabinet of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier with the portfolio of minister of
railways and canals.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, in forming his first
cabinet, had looked’ about him for mater-
ial and had chosen
premiers, including the premier of New
Brunswick. He soon ‘took a foremost place
in that remarkable ‘administration. His
work as minister of railways is too fresh
in the minds of the people to need men-
tion. Among other things he extended
Ithe I. C. R. to Montreal and he created
the railway commission.

The Battle of 1900 Here.

Four years rolled around and in 1900
Mr. Blair and Colonel Tucker were the
Liberal candidates in St.- John in the
general election of that year. [t was 'a
memorable battle, with Hon. George E.
Foster, ex-minister of finance, and Dr. A.
A. Stockton on the opposite end of the
lists. Perhaps ne more fiercely contested
electionyhad been fought in St. John in
many yeays, and included in the features
of the fight were questions which had
close bearing on the interests of this city.
It was a time when winter port matters
were all important. Mr. Blair, in his con-
test, contended that he had opposed to
him not only the Conservative party, but
the C. P. R., and the campaign meetings
were largely attended, and the speeches
closely followed.

It was in this contest that Mr. Blair
made his memorable speech in the Carle-
ton city hall, when he said his back was
against the wall and he was there to fight
in the interests of St. John. :

Polling day came and polling day went,
and it ‘saw Mr. Blair elected by 1,000 ma-
jority over Mr. Foster, and Colonel Tuck-
er returned over Dr. Stockton.

That night was a remarkable one in the |
city. The main gathering of jubilant Lib-
erals was held in St. Andrew’s rink. The

Blair and the partnership continued until

several provincial |

place was jammed. Telegraph wires had
been run there to bring the returns ‘rom
outside. Speeches were made as the fig-
ures were coming in and, during the cven-|
ing Mr. Blair was among 'those present for
a time. As he was about to leave the
hall with the knowledge that he had been
returned, he found it was

mass of supporters. Outside the rink his
carriage was waiting, but his supporters

was literally carried from the hall to
the equipage. Others had meanwhile
taken the horsss out of the shafts and as
many as could took places and, surrounded
by cheering hundreds, the minister was
escorled along Charlotte street and down
King street to the Royal hotel. The
streets were black with people and it was
one of the greatest after-election sights
ever seen in the city.

In 1903 Mr. Blair's resignation from the
cabinet over the G. T. P. bill came. Then !
tollowed his appointment as chairman of
the railway commission and his resigna-
tion from that position in 1994. In the
last few ‘months Mr. Blair was again com-
ing into political life, and was named as
a probable candidate in the next federal
elections.

PREMIER TWEEDIE'S
TRIBUTE

Montreal, Jan. 25, 1907.
Editor Daiiy Telegraph. St. John, N. B.
I was greatly shocked to learn of sud-
den death of Ilon. A. G. Blair. For thirty
years we have been intimately connected
in professional and political life, and dur-
ing all these years we have been close
personal friends. Mr. Blair was a man oi
extraordinary ability and untiring energy.
T look upon his death as a great loss -to
the province of New Brunswick, where he
has been so long a political force. I know
of no man in political life who more con-
stantly endeavored to advance the inter-
ests of his native province.

L. J. TWEEDIE.
Dr. Pugsley’s Tribute.

Montreal, Jan. 25, 1907.

Editor Daily Telegraph, St. John, N. B.
Your telegram informing me of the
death of the Hon. A. G. Blair is just re-

fore last apparently in the best of health.

I feel his death as a great personal loss.
I had known him intimately for upwards
of twenty years, and can truly say that he
was a noble man in every sense of the
word. He had been, for many years, New
Brunswick’s most honored statesman, and
by his death our province suffers an ir-
veparable loss. !
WILLIAM PUGSLEY.

Gloom at Ottawa.

Ottawa, Jan. 25.—(Special)—The news
of the sudden death of Hon. A. G. Blair
in Fredericton (N. B.), today, 'cast a
gloom over parliamentary circles tonight.
The ex-minister of railways was present at
some of the functions given here during
the early part of the week in honor of
the visit of United States Secretary Root,
and was, to all appearances, in excellent
health. He went to New Brunswick on
a business trip, little knowing that he
was never to return.

During the past few months Mr. Blair

\

was working in harmony with his old pol-|sion during the last géneral
itical associates of his native provinee and | incident in

his decision. to re-enter active
life brought him more in touch
old time friends than had been
sincc his resignation from the
That he was to be a candidate for on:
of the New Brunswick constituencies,
perhaps St. John, was freely talked over,
il not dacided upon.

In parliament he had many friends.
hard hitter he provokad often sirong an-
tagonism but he cherished no animosities

politica
with his

---Notable Career of

cabinet. | which "romained uubro'::n.

[
i

i 18 d social qualities which endeared | : Z i
A genial and social q £ | mourn his loss and cherish his memory.

4

eral nomination in the county of :Albert
and being succesful I supported him in
the legislature. In 1831 he urgsad me to
be a member of his government without
portfolio, which I accepted and later he
tendered me the portfolio of public
works, a position which I filled, whils
he remained leader of the government.

“Our personal friendship during all these
years was unbroken, and when Mr. Blair!
became the federal leader of the province|
at Ottawa and I was premier of the
province, we were intimately associated
and worked together.

““His resignation in 1903 from the gov-
ernment was sent in notwithstanding my
earnest solicitation to ceinain. I strong-
ly urged upon him not to do so because
the interests of the duminion and espec-
ially the province which he represented
required his services.

“Although I was not in harmony with
him when he sent in hLis resignation of
the chairmanship of the railway commis-'

| ince, a position he

moves a powerful and interesting figure
from the public life of this country.

“In the political arena he was a strong
and fearless antagonist, a man of dis-
tinguished ability and great industry, who
for a long term of years overshadowed all
the public men of his party within his
native province.”

Mr, Barker.

Mr. Barker, the railway critic of the op*
position, said: ‘Mr. Blair was a man of
great mental power, ready and” adroit,
though not at all times prepared. He did
not do himself justice, and was probably
a bigger man in every way than he got
credit for. His retirement from the rail-
way commission was a public loss. His
heart was in that work and he hoped to
make his reputation there. In his semi-
judicial position as chief of that commis-
sion he would have been at his best, and
in my judgment a great success.”

Dr.J. W Daniel.

Dr. J. W. Daniel: “In the death of
Hon. A. G. Blair Canada ioses ome of the
most interesting pcrsol‘)ulitics that have

\been connected with its political life dur-

ing the last ten years. For many years
before that time he had made himself the
leading influence in New Brunswick poli-
tics, and by force of industry and native
ability became the premier of that prov-
occupied for many
years. After being elected to parliament
and receiving the appointment of minister
of railways and canals, he became at once
an important influence in the government
and ' the country, and waé looked upon as
an energetic and capable administrator.
On severing his connectron with parlia-
ment he was appointed chairman of the
railway commission, in some respects the
most important court in the dominion, and
one that owed its existence to his efforts,
and in that position absolutely won the
confidence of the people generally and of
the railway corporations as well.

ey o L

elaction, the |
s i
no way affected our personal |
i 1

relations nor disturbed the good friend

political relatisns were along
lines.
“Mr. Blair was anable man with strong,

him to those who cam> in contact. with !

him politically or otherwise.” }
|

and in every sense of the word he was|Hon. W. 8. Fielding. |

one of Canada’s big men. Had it not
been for Mr. Blair there might have b2en
no railway commission. It certainly
would have been delayed.

Few knew at the time that his resig-

nation was in the hands of the premier

when he was pushing the Dbill, creating

the commission, through committee, with |

all the railway interests of the dominion
confronting’ him, and fewer still' ever
thought that he was to bacome head of

the same commission from which he Te la body which was created by legislation

signed in a ‘rather tragic manner.

Since his resignation he had been de-
voting himself to the practice of his pro
fession and, as already said, was prapar-
ing to return to theé political arena.

Hon. Mr. Emmerson Shocked.

Hon. H. R. Emmerson, being interview-
ed, said: “f was shocked to hear of the
sudden death of Hon. Mr. Blair.
calling on me very recantly and I re-
marked how well he looked, and his re-
ply was that he felt exceedingly well. He
made a suggestion to take a business trip
on a matter in which we were both in-
terested and upon that account the news
ot his death has come to me with a
great shock.

“My relations with Mr. Blair began ir
1878. We were thrown together then in
a business and professional way. We
were afterwards associated together in
a great many legal casss in the courts,
and being drawn together by political
ties led me to be very close to him at
all times.

“I was identified with him, although not
actively, in 1883, when he was first called
upon to form a government in New
Brunswick and it was at his earnest soli-
citation in 1888 that I accepted the Lib-

He was|

|
|

{

. i
«Hon. W. S. Fielding: “l was num-;
ciated with Mr. Blair for many years dur-|

ing his active political life in New Hruns-}

{'wick and after he came to Ottawa, as min-

ister of railways. He was recognized by |
both friends and opponents as a man of !
very great ability. He was the most (‘nlri
spicuous figure in the public life of his|
own province for a quarter of a century. |

“‘After retiring from the cabinet he be-|
came chairman of the railway commission. |

in which he had taken a leading part. He
was mentally and otherwise well qu:\li—‘
fied for the office and discharged the
duties of chairman of the board in a way
which gave every one generl satisfaction.

“Mr. Blair's tastes were towards politi-
cal life, and he rccently intimated his de-
sire to return to active politics. There is
no doubt, if spared, he would have again
figured conspicuously in the political field. |
He was an amiable and attractive 1r.:\n,i
an agreeable companion, and had ‘a great
many friends.”

Hon. Mr. Templeman.

Hon. William Templeman said: “No
one could fail to appreciate Mr. Blair's
great ability, his intimate knowledge and
thorough grasp of public affairs. Ile was
a strong yet kindly man, and had many
warm friends in the west as well as in the
east.”

R. L. Borden. -

R. L. Borden, leader of the opposition,
said:

“l am greatly shocked at the news of
Mr. Blair's very sudden death. On Mon-
day last I met him, and he was then ap-
parently in perfect health and spirits, and
bright and cheery as usudl.a His death re-

o SO G VRT3 D

+Judge Barker.

“As a representative of the city of St.
John in parliament Mr. Blair obtained
and retained the confidence of the people
in an unusual degree. A notable figure

the case|Ship which always existed between us and | anywhere, and endowed by nature with a
Recently our | magnetic manner, and impressive appear-|
the old [ Ance. he was cverywhere a man of mark. |

While in parliament he was a strong in-
iluence. He leaves behind him many per-
sonal friends, who will long and sincerely

The sincere sympathy of the whole coun-
try will flow out spontaneously to the be-
reaved widow and family.”

Hun. Frank Oliver.

Hon. I'rank Oliver said: “He was a
man of superior ability. The creation of
the railway commission was a monument
of his statesmanship. The idea was first
worked out by him and he saw it carried
out. It has been a great success, and he
was cntitled to all the credit of it. Al-
though he differed from the government
in connection with the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific, and although 1 did not agree with
him, I never doubted his sincerity.”
Hon. A B. Aylesworth.

Hon. A. B. Aylesworth said: “I con-
sidered him, and as I said of him when
appearing before the railway commission,
that he was the best chief justice for prac-
(Canada.

tical purposes in The way in
which Le pushed Dbusiness through and
gave every one a chance to be heard

stainped him as a great presiding officer.”

ST, JOAN CITIZENS PAY
TRIBUTE OF RESPECT

Many Speak of the Late Mr. Blair and
His Qualities in Private and Public
Life.

The news of Hon. Mr.
sent a thrill through this city.
one topic last night.
presents the expressicns of feeling of many
leading citizens on receipt of the sad news.

Blair's  death

It was the
The Telegraph here

personal friend. He was, said his honor,
casily one of the ablest lawyers and public
men that New Brunswick had produced
in many years, a man possessed of wide
information and broad ideas. Personally
genial, he enjoyed great popularity and his
passing away would be generally mourned.

Chief Justice Tuck.

Chief Justice Tuck expressed his deep
regret on learning from a Telegraph re-
porter that Mr. Blair had passed away.
“I knew him very well,” he said, “all the
years that he was at the bar, not only
when I was there but since 1885, when I
was called to the bench. He was a man
of large ability as a lawyer and a poli-
tician and at the bar was always on the
most important cas:s. Everyone may not
know it, but he was undoubtedly the
most skilful, cross-examiner at the bar in
this province.

“From the time that he was appointed
attorney general until he resigned to be-
come minister of railways in the cabinet,
he attended himself, I may say, to the
majority of the criminal prosecutions in
the province. He was a most determined
crown prosecutor and conducted his cases
with-almost the same forcz and determin-
ation as in a civil cause. He would rank
at any time with the first in his profes-
sion. He was devoted to his family and
a close personal friend. I greatly regret
his loss.”

Hon. R. J. Ritchie.

Hon. R.J. Ritchie said: “Tt is inexpress-
ibly sad. I was about two write to Mr.Blair
when I received a telephone message that
he had been stricken down. I have been
intimate with him for thirty years. We
were both elected to the local legislature
in 1878." I was a member of his govern-
ment and I believe I am now the only
one living. What a worker he was in
those days! He expected every official to
perform his duty faithfully and well and
it was done as a pleasure,

“He was a natural leader of men. Be-
sides being an eminent jurist he was a
capable, forcible speaker and a keen de-
bater. I remember his saying to me not
lang ago he would not give a fig for a
man who always went with the tide, and
he added, ‘I like to strike out for myself
and breast it.” His loss is an irreparable
one to his family and his native prov-
ince.”

Judge Forbes.

Hon. J. G. Forbes said: “It is with
great regret that I have just heard of
the death of Mr. Blair. H: was my life
long friend. We were admitted students
on the same day in April, 1865, and later
we were admitted to the bar on the
same day. I have enjoyed the most friend-
ly relations with him ever since. In man-
ner he was cordial and pleasant and
as a lawyer he showed tlie highest ability.
His loss will bz greatly felt.”

H. A Powell. K, C.

H. A. Powell, K. C., spoke of his long
acquaintance with Mr. Blair at the bar.
“I first became acquainted with him,” he
said, “in 1879 when he was admitted as
an attorney of the supreme court. From
that time until 1890 he generally acted as
counsel in cases in which I was engagad.
We had some of those cases lasting fifteen
days and probably six months of my life
thus was spent in the closest relations
with him. Professionally I had the high-
est opinr?on of his ability as a lawyer, in
fact I have always ragarded him as one
of the ablest men at the bar in the do-
minion.

“Both at the bar and in the local legis-
lature he was one of the finest speakers
I ever knew. That he did not take the]
same stand at Ottawa as at Fredericton
was due to the fact that his position in
the cabinet did not call on him to take so
active a part in debate.
| “One of his strongest points, and one
{I have seldom heard mentioned, was his
| literary power. He was a master in the
|art of expression and commanded an excel-
ilent vocabulary. He will be a great loss
'to the province.
| “Probably no man who has occupied the
i position of premier was as strong as he.
| Although politically opposed to him 1
‘always had the most unbounded respect|
| for his domestic and private virtues. His|
| was a domestic nature and in private life
| he was beloved by all who had the pleas-
ure of his acquaintance.”

E. H. McAlpine.

{ T. H. McAlpine said that Mr. Blair's
ideuth was a great blow to him. There
| was something strong and magnetic about
|(he man that always attracted. He was

what might be called a towering man, in
| comparison with others. St. John had
i good reason to be proud of him, and his
;death leaves a place that can never be
filled. ,

|
| Hon. H, A, McKeown.

| “The Hon. Mr. Blair,” said Hon. H. A.
| McKeown, ‘‘was the strongest and mo:ﬂst
i('upab]c man of his tim:_i:n public life in
[ this provinee. Gifted with a most com-
manding presence, of courteous and_genial
disposition, and with an acute and power-
ful intellect, he easily dominated provincial
politics from his accession to power umiil
ha voluntarily resigned the premiership
for a wider sphere, and when he assumed
the duties of minister of railways in the
Liberal cabinet at Ottawa, his influence
on the public life of the country, and
especially upon that of New Brunswick,
was more deeply felt than that of any
other man of his day.

“He is too close to us yet for a proper
appreciation of his life.  We can hardly
realize that he has laid down his work,
for in the strength and vigor of full man-
hood hs was with us but yesterday. No
man had greater power of githering and
holding the admiration and esteem of the
public than he, and wherever he moved
among men his leadership was acknow-
ledged, not grudgingly, nor with jealousy,
but as a proper tribute to the »vength of
character and purpose which Ze so strong-
ly exemplified.

**As a representative of this constituency
in the dominion cabinet, it is to his fore-
sight and activity that this city took the
first forward step to the realization of its!
destiny as an outlet for western trade, and |
to his statesmanship are we ind:bted for
the first serivus grappling with that na-
tional problem on the sucessful working'
out of which our national and civic pros-
perity to so large an extent depends.’

“No man was better equipped for bear-
ing the burdens and responsibilities of pub-
lic life than he, and the loss which his sud-
den and uuntimely death entails the eciti-
zens of St. John sincerely mourn.”

George Robertson, M. P, P.

“I am greatly shocked,” said Mr. Robert-
son, “on hearing of th: sudden death of
Hon. Mr. Blair. He was a strong friend

of St. John, probably no man. in Newl
Brunswick had a more thorough know-|

ledge of the wants of the province tlmni
Mr. Blair. 1 am sure that Ay, B]ﬂir's:
death will be raceivad with feelings of deep

Brunswick’s ablest sons, a man of the
kindliest sympathy, and had a host of
warm,_ personal friends irrespective of all
political considerations.

“Speaking personally he was a very
warm friend of my own and in many mat-
ters which I had the honor of placing be-
fore the dominion cabinet, I could always
thoroughly depend upon his earnest and
generally effective support.”

Walter H. Trueman.

“One could have wished it different,”
said W. H. Trueman. “Mr. Blair’s life
seemed hardly completed. Years of use-
fulness yet remained to him, and his
friends confidently hoped that the career
of distinguished public service so unto-
wardly interrupted a few years ago,
would have shortly been renewed and gone
on in unbroken splendor to a fitting close.
Ile was a man of winning charm and of
endearing modesty in private rzlations,
considerate to the last degree of others and
unfailing in kindliness, That he was a man
of extraordinary public gifts has long
since been established in ths minds of all
competent observers, both in this province
and in the larger arena he filled after 'his
removal to Ottawa.

“He had rare qualities of leadership and
infinite tact in dealing with large bodies of
men. As a speaker he was masterful and
convincing and excelled in arranging
masses of fact with telling effect. To have
known him intimately in his private, as
well as his public life, was to be attract-
ed to him as a wholesome and winsome
friend, and as a strong and resourceful
figure.”

D.J. Purdy, M. P. P.

D. J. Purdy, M. P. P, said he was
very sorry to hear of the death of Hon.
Mr. Blair. He felt it was a distinct per-
sonal loss. He had always been a warm
friend and a great admirer of Mr. Blair,
who was truly a great man. No other re-
presentative ever did, as much for St.
John. There were few men who had as
many fast friends as Mr. Blair, friends
who would stand close by him. He be-
lieved if Mr. Blair had lived he would
have done further work as St. John's re-
presentative and again taken a prominent
part in dominion politics.

ktdward Lantalum, M. P. P.

Edward Lantalum, M. P. P., was dis-
cussing the sad event with Hon. Mr. Far-
ris when seen. He said he had known
Hon. Mr. Blair since 1880 and had sup-
ported him ever since and had always ad-
mired the man for his great abilities. It
was through his influence, Mr. Lantalum
went on, that he had offered as a candi<
date in the last local election.. He was,
he added, sincerely grieved to hear of his
death which was so tragically sudden.

Hon. L. P. Farris.

Hon. L. P. Farris, who is at the Royal,
said the news was a great shock to him
and he could schreely bring himself to
realize the sad event. He had known de-
ceased a great many years and had always
found him a good, true friend. i

They had been thrown together a great
deal and for six years had been colleagues
in the local house. He considered Hon.
Mr. Blair one of the cleverest men New
Brunswick had even produced. His abil-
ity as a public man was acknowledged by
all, while in private life he was singularly
pleasant, affable and easily approachable.

Mayor Sears.

“I may say,” said Mayor Sears,
“the  death of the Hon. Mr,
Blair comes to me with something of a
shock. In its dreadful suddenness it is a
catastrophe -for which everybody was un-
prepared. In the last conversation I had
with Mr. Blair at the time of the Liberal
Convention, he spoke of his daughter's
death and how it had affected him; that
he felt he was recovering his
health and .looked forward to taking a
more active part again in affairs, and h2
did seem so well, so much improved, his
friends indeed bhave looked forward to
seeing him assert his magnificent powers
once more and regain a prominsnt posi-
tion in the government of this country he
loved so well.

“I had, in eommon with all who came
in contact with Mr. Blair, a very high
estimate of the man and his natural abil-
ities. Whatever stand he took he dafend-
ed it ably. As seen from a New Bruns-
wick standpoint in our legislature he 'stood
head and shoulders over his cabinet. To
be with Blair, was to be Blair through
and through. No half way measures sat-
isfied him—his way, was the way, and
opposition only enkindled ardor and de-
termination.
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“So when he entered dominion politics

he carried men with him. No matter
what their politics had been, Blair domin-
ated and controlled the situation and he
carried his colors always to the front
with that perfect confidence that ren-
dered assurance doubly sure.

“As with other truly great men their
armor always has shown some weak point,
and Mr. Blair, as we know, revealed it
in his, and at a most critical time, but I
am firm in my opinion his abilities were
too markad, and his activity too intense
to let a mistake cripple him long and had
not his unexpected demise intervened Mr.
Blair would have atoned for it and made
for himself and for his province a still
greater position and a brighter place in
the future of Canada.

“Norrow fills our hearts with sympathy
as we say to those who have lost in him
a husband, father, friend, we can only
bow with them in saying, ‘God’s will be
done.” ”

Joseph Allison.

Joseph Allison expressed himself as ex-
tremely grieved and shocked at the news
of Mr. Blair's sudden death and express-
ed his sympathy for the relatives of the
daceased. *‘I think he was one of our
most prominent public men and will be
very much missed,” he said. “I knew
Mr. Blair for many years and.always had
a very high opinion of him. I considered
him as one of our most foremost public
men. He was very highly thought of and
had a great many friends.” a

Dr. McAvenny.

Dr. A. F. McAvenny said that the news
had come very suddenly to him and as
an old Liberal he was greatly grieved.
“It will be a great loss,” he continued,
“not only to New Brunswick but to the
whole of the dominion. I have been as-
sociated with Mr. Blair politically and no
one would want to meet a more plegsant
or more genial man. He was liked very
much.”

W. M, Jarvis.

Wm. M. Jarvis was much saddened by
the news. Ile said: “l was president of
the board of trade when Mr. Blair was
minister of railways and canals and I
always found he was very anxious to do
all he could in the interests of St. John.
He was always ready and eager to sacri-

Mr. Justice Barker regretted that Mr.'regret throughout the length and breadth |fice hims:lf to advance the welfare of St.

Blair's sudden death had removed a close. of the dominion.

He was one of New

(Continued on vage i. thind salumin)
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