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" ONE MILLION DOLLAR FIRE IN 1. C. R. SHOPS

AT MONCTON SATURDAY NIGHT; ONE LIFE LOST

Flames Raged Fiercely for Four Hours and Only Heroic Work of Firemen
and Citizens Prevented a Greater Disaster

Machine Shop, Paint Works, Private Cars, Diners, and a Great Quantity of Other Rolling
Stock Licked Up---Abraham Jones Went Back After Personal Effects and Was
Burned to Death---Hon. Mr. Emmerson Wires Sympathy and Starts for
the Railway Town---Intimates That Works Will Be Rebuilt
at Once---A Graphic Story of the Conflagration.

(By a Member of The Telegraph
- Staff.)

Moncton, Feb. 25—(Special)—The de-

struction of railway property valued atl

not less than $1,000,000 and the ]oss'of
one life are the results of a conflagration

at the I. C. R. car shops last evening.|

Practically half of the plant has- been
wiped out.

It has been established that the dead
man is Abraham Jones, a painter in the
employ of the shops. In an effort to
carry from the burning paint shop cer-

tain personal effects he was overcome by

smoke and flame, His charred body was
discovered this morning, identity being
made possible by his silver watch and a
few coins found among the ashes.

Emmerson Notifled.

When. the fire was at its height and
it was thought the entire works were
doomed, J. T. Hawke sent a telegram
desoribing the situation to Hon. H. R.
Emmerson, minister of railways and can-
als. Within a few hours the following re-
ply was read:

“To J. T. Hawke, Moncton:—

“I cannot find words to express my
deep regret, which amounts to sorrow at
the very great disaster, which comesiso
inopportunely, but we must not despair.
The I. C. R. employes and citizens can
rest assured that no effort. will be spared
on my part to have the work resumed
with all possible speed, in all interests.
The I. C. R. will yet triumph. Tempor-
ary shops, immediately necessary, will be
followed by more complete and convenient
works. )

(Signed) “H. R. EMMERSON.”

A little later a second telegram arrived,
reading: vy

“Am arranging to be in Moncton Mon-
day morning, if possible; certainly Mon-

" day afternoon. -
(Signed) “H. R. EMMERSON.”

1,000 Men Affected.

The disaster is admitted to be the great-
est in the history of the city. More than
1,000 men found employment in the works
and what was yesterday one of the most
flourishing and extensive industrial cen-
1rpg.in the lower provifices, is now scarce-
by anything else but a few acres of smok-
g end wreck-strewn ruins.

The fire started about two-thirds way
down the length of the paint shop at the
extreme north énd of the works. The en-
Rire structure was destroyed; also valu-
able cars which were inside the paint
shops.

The flames swooped to the freight car
repair shop, then on to the car or brick
shop, which included the electric light sta-
tions, engine and boiler rooms which sup-
plied the power for mnearly all the works.
The fire then swept to the boiler shop,
where boilers are made, burnt clear

through and on to the east end of the,

machine shop, where it stopped at the
turning shop. The office of the master
mechanie, Archibald B. Machaffie, was
destroyed, and many papers of great value,

Tmildings Saved.

The buildings saved were Zhe tin de-
partment, turning shop, erecting and ma-
chine shops, round house and blacksmith

* shop.

To Moncton citizens the blow has been
‘stunning, but Mr. Emmerson’s telegrams
have done much to restore public confi-
dence. They were read at service this
morning in the Baptist church.

Mr. Pottinger, the general manager,
told the Telegraph reporter today that in
his opinion the loss would reach about
$1,000,000; certainly mot much over it.

“I think the works will’ be rebuilt,” he
ndded, “and the four or five hundred
men thrown out of employment will not
be idle any length of time, in fact we
may keep them working right along.” At
this stage correct lists of the value of
what has been destroyed in each shop is
hardly available and these can be esti-
mated only. The following are the cars
destroyed in the paint shops:

Mr. Pottinger’s private car No. 75, built
at the works here and costing about $20,-
000; diner Yamaska, costing $17,000;
slecper Cascapedia, cost $19,000; first-class
ears numbers 102, 100, 113, costing $10,000
each; two secoad-class cars numbers 488
and 531, costing $8,000 cach; baggage cars
Nos. 478 and 479; colonist car No. 526 and
postal No. 634.

The wood working machinery in the car
ghop cousisted of four cross-cut planers,
three tip saws, a moulder, high-speed
slqfting and pulleys, a ten-horse ma-
chine, axle Jlathes, axle wheel press,
three boring machines, a plainer, a buzz

. planer, three drills. three wheel lathes, a
new clevator, and band saw. All of this
machinery was of the most modern and
cwpensive type. Upstains was a variety,
moulder, two planers, a sand paper ma-
chine, wood lathe, pattern makers’ shop,
and carpenters benches.

On top of the clectric light station were
two blue printing frames used in connec-
tion with the draughting oftice. There
were also very valuable drawings ruined
by water. .

“Tn the boiler shop was a new rivetter
with compressed air apparatus, a large
pair of plate rollers run by electricity,
Jarge pair of shears, three plate trimmers,
a travelling crane, bolt and threading ma-
chinery. :

There was also a wheel lathe, a slotting
machine and two boilers just constructed
dor the new passenger engines and thiee
iboilers and a 150 horse power engine. In
#his section of the works was a small brass

foundry, employing about six men and,

uced for turning out bushes.

The loss upon all of this machinery 1s
not regarded as total and pending a care-
ful examination. the exact loss Will not
be known. It is thought that the loss will
be about 75 per cent.

The following figures will give an idea
of the value of the machines that have
been destroyed: The cost of a single lath-
ing machine is $2,000; planers, $3,600; a

vheel lathe, $12,000; a slotting machmc.l

2,000; a bolt cutter, $1,000, and moulding
\achine, $500.

Tn the freight car repair shop were from

3 50 cars under repair, a steam shovel

and wonductors” vans, all vawable stock.

"The paint hop was of wood, two stories

S

in height. The car shop was of brick and
extensive additions, including a new story,
had receutly been made. The total cost
lof this building was possibly $100,000, but
the other 'shops were of a mueh cheaper
| grade.

I Origin of Fire Unkno‘wn

i How and where the fire originated has
| not yet been explained. Some aesert it
! etarted in the mixing room of the paint
| shap, others hold that it was first seen
!burstin,g through the roof directly over a
| small apartment known as the cushion
cleaning room, not far from the mixing
room. The mosi generally accepted. theory
is that of spontaneous combustion. There
was an abundance of waste and when boil-
ed oil comes jn contact with this materal
it has been known in the cpurse of a few
hours to ignite.

Apparently ‘several men saw the flames
at about the same time. Jamse Moody,
a locomotive driver, was walking past the
paint shed when he saw a flicker of light
up toward the northern end. He, per-
ceived at once that there was an outbreak
and hurried to send in an alarm. About
this time an old gentleman named
O’'Rourke was approaching the locality and
seeing a sudden burst of fire licking the
upper end ‘of the store also sent in an
alarm.

Fire Spread Very Fast.)

The swiftness with which the fire spread

was appalling. Those who witnessed the
beginning of it claim that fifteen minutes
after discovery the entire length of the
shop was just a torrent of flames.
- The buildings were saturated with grease
and oil owing to the nature of the work
performed in them and this served to in-
crease the rapidity with which the con-
flagration spread.

Just as the alarm was being sent in the
government horn in the works Wag sound-
ed but there was no need of either whistle
or bells to acquaint all Moncton with the
fact that her very existence was menaced.

¥rom the paint shop huge billows of fire
| rolled across to the freight car repair shop,
| then on and on and higher and higher un-
til it looked as if the homes along Bridge
street in the rear would catch.

No Wind Blowing.

At the commencement there was no
ywind. This was of vital importance for
! had there been a gale blowing across Main
! street, or in fact blowing in any direction,
lit is highly probable that the most of

; Moncton would have been leveled.

Two fire departments joined forces.
These were the regular Moncton city de-
partment numbering about 50 men under
direction of Chief Ackman, and the force
of twenty men in charge of Joe. Bediord
maintained by the I. C. R. The former
had two engines, three hose carts, hook
and ladder and chemical engine. The L.
C. R. had hose reels, ladders_and other ap-
pliances.

With almost superhuman zeal the men
sought to prevent the ignition of the shops
stretching away from the paint shop but
their ablest efforts were quite futile. Une
grave difficulty was an inferior water ser-
vice. Many conflicting stories have been
related in connection with this matter
as to the cause of the weak flow, but 1t
is a fact that for the first hour or so the
firemen were seriously handicapped. In
all of the shops were stand pipes with a
stretch of hose attached to each, but be-
fore connection could be made with the

thus rendering them quite useless. It is
also reported that there was difficulty in
getting water from the I. C. R. hydrants
in the yard. The supply of water came
from two eources, the city and northern
reservoirs. :

Crowds Rush to the Scene.

Within twenty minutes after the alarm
became general literally everybody - 1n
Monoton was hurrying toward the works
and all possible assistance was given the
firemen. It was quite useless 1o attempt
the saving of the paint shop’s valuable
conients. The structure was just a suc-
cession of crimson billows crested with
smoke clouds. People fully a quarter of a
mile distant heard its roaring and in Sus-
sex, 45 miles away, the reflection was
plainly discernible.

Some of the earliest work done was 1In
cndeavoring to run out of the fire zone
as many cars as possible and the efforts
to save the ‘‘Alexandria,” the private car
of Earl Grey, the governor-general, were
successful. The car is one of the most
luxuriously appointed in the dominion. It
stood between the end of the brick car
shop and a car laden with coal. Such a3
position made the work of saving it
doubly difticult, especially when at such a
time no locomotives were available. But
a party of firemen, citizens and store em-
ployes took hold and by main strength
ran her to safety in a far end of the yard.

Besides the cars in the paint shop
which have been alrcady mentioned, was
an upholstering department containing
seats, chairs, cushions and a Dburnishing
apartment. There was no shafting, but
there was installed an expensive heating
plant, All of this was totally destroyed.

Firemen Did Good Work.

ing seen first was directly east,
| which, fanned by a wind of its own creat-

on the freight car repair shop. The
building crumbled and disappeared in the
waves of fire.
I yet further south the

swept upon

| shop in which was the boiler room, and|

i where power for the most of the works
! was contained. The firenien were fight-
ling from all sides and, considering the
| several disadvantages under which they
{ lahored, exceptionally creditable work was
| performed. .

The fire was severe enough to have test-
| ed the efliciency of a miucn iarger depart-
ment, From all of the most advantage-
| ous points streams were kept playing, but
| notwithstanding the most persistent and
| gallant efforts it seemed, an hour and a

half after the outbreak, that the entire
works would be swept.

To come at all into close quarters with

outside hose the fire had eaten through |

Then the fiames soaring |
car |

the fire required courage of a high order.
The heat was intense and there were
many blistered hands and faces. But

every inch of the conflagration’s progress
was stubbornly contested and at last it
was possible to hope with some assurance
that the -flames would be checked at the
turning shop and checked they were.

Close to the boiler shop stood the
stores department, and though the fire
burnt all around here, it was saved. The
wall between the eastern
stores and the car shop arrested the fur-
ther advance of the fire.

Machine Shop Loss Heavy.

One of the most expensively equipped
shops was the machine shop. Half of this
was destroyed and the damage here was
particularly heavy.

The office of the master mechanic, A.
B. McHaffie, was situated in the eastern
end of the boiler shop, and the entire es-
tablishment is now in ruins. Valuable
papers were destroyed.
gine room of the boilzz shop the main
driving engine and a smail electric light
plant for the shop, also a compressed air
plant were very badly affected. In the
loft over the boiler shop an especially
heavy loss was sustained in the total de-
struction of patterns. The space between
the paint shop and freight car repair
shop was about tweniy feet, and along
this a track ran: Between the latter
building and the car shop the space was
about thirty-five feet.

The railway station house all but
caught. A string of box cars became ig-
nighted and about the only conrse left
open was to make a dash past the depot
and in the more roomy space beyond try
to extinguish the flames. But the blaz-
ing train had barely commenced to go
past ere the eaves outside the windows
of the despatcher's and Western Union
offices were seen to catch, and to prevent
if possible the interior of the rooms from
becoming afire the windows were shut
down. All hands about the station then
organized into a bucket brigade, and the
train having backed away again the sta-
tion house was saved.

By midnight there was every reason to
believe that the worst of the fire was
over, and by 1 o’clock it was under con-
trol. An hourjand a half later the Hali-
fax express from, St. John arrived. At
the city they bad: been told that the I.
C. R. car shops at Moncton were destroy-
ed. At Sussex they learned that the fire
was not yet under control, and the same
intelligence was imparted at 'Salisbury.
Passengers crowded the car platforms and
leaned from windows in order to perceive
the first sign of the disaster as the train
thundered on, and when still miles dis-
tant from Moncton everybody had reason
to believe that there was no exaggeration
about what they had been told. Ahead
the sky was glowing and as the express
drew nearer it was seen that the ground
that had been occupied by the.car shops
was now a crackling stretch of blazing
timbers, wreckage and coal. Parts of the
brick walls, charred posts, warped and
twisted girders and beams stood up gaunt-
ly against the smoky glow. Long lines

of coal trains, the coal in flames, stretch-

ed away through the shifting volume = of
smoke, The majority of those who had
witnessed all the destruction had return-
ed to their homes. The firemen were yet
busy, and their appearance showed that
they had just passed through the fight of
their lives. Eyebrows and moustaches
were singed. They had fought a good
fight and had won.

Abraham Jones’ Death.

The tragic details of
death can only be surmised. That he
perished, however, is a certainty. He was
fifty-five years of age and leaves a wife
and three daughters. - He boarded with
William Stevens on the opposite side of
the street. Mr. Stevens, interviewed by
a Telegraph representative, says that Mr.
Jones, who had been for thirty years an
employe of the shops, was at his home
on Saturday night and had supper. Once
in the evening he took out’ his pocket
book and appeared to be examining the

Abraham Jones’

contents. He was in the house when the, ; department, is still intact.

| and thoroughly bewildered they fell when |

end of the|

| I mentioned there was no sign of fire or

In the main en-|

| not destroyed. My feeling, however, is

|
her and her daughters the deepest sym- |
pathy has been extended

A local man by the name of Christopher |
Teed, it is reported, says he saw Mr.
Jones enter the paint shop, but this state-|
ment has not been confirmed. A. M.}
Elder was with Mr. Stevens then what|
was left of the body was found and he al-‘r
so had a most miraculous escape from
death. He was among the earliest on the!
scene of fire and was nearly overcome b)'i
blinding smoke. So suffocating was it
that he was obliged to get on his hands]
and knees and with face close to thel
ground crawled to where he could breathe. |

Two other men who have good luck
more than good management to thank for
the fact that they are alive are Marshall
Govang and Robert Magee, the latter a
fireman. Nearly choked by the smoke
trying to grope their way to some spot |
where it was possible to inhale fresh air.
They fell against the steps of a car that
was being shunted out and, clutching the|
steps, were dragged along until beyond
danger of suffocation.

A man who was among the earliest on
the ground was Richard Arbing, one of
the night watchmen at the works. To a
Telegraph reporter he spoke as follows:
“I go on duty at 6 o'clock and make
hourly rounds. I was near the shops
when the horn sounded and this was the
first I knew of the fire. The time was
about’ ten minutes to 9. I was in be-
tween the machine shop and stores at|
this ‘time ard was just on my way t()!
start on a round. Between 8 and 9 I hadl
gone the rounds and bad been in the|
paint shop about twenty-five minutes pre-|
viously. I am sure of this because of the
special time clock I carried. |

“Thomas Hogan, who was on duty was|
with me when the horn sounded, and,
when I had been in the shop at the time

no smell of smoke. As far as I can Jearn
the fire started in the cushion-cleaning
shop, which is kept locked. I saw flames
coming through the roof directly over
this room.

“Mr. Moody, an engineer, was about
the first man to see the flames, I under-
stand. He looked in through a window
and saw on the inside a towel catch,
then saw the flames go up the sides.
When I found out what had happened I
rushed around to send in an alarm.
don’t think the boilers are seriously dam-
aged.  As to the cause of the fire I can
hardly think of anything else except spon-
taneous combustion. There was plenty
of waste in the paint shop and the double
walls of the shop were packed with pine
shavings and sawdust. I never saw a
fire travel quicker. I think when it was
once under way that if all the water in
the reservoir had 'been dropped on it it
this throughout the night, many times
would not have been put out.”

The jury empanelled by Coroner Purdy
is as follows:

S. R. Doucett,. Thos. I. Coffey, H. S.
Armstrong, Thos. J. Gallagher, G. R.
Sangster, S. J. Fram, and M. S. Keith.

Among the leading railway men here
there is unanimity of opinion with respect
to the rebuilding of the works. All are
practically certain that the works will be
rebuilt.

D. « Pottinger, the general manager,
while declining to talk freely, said that
be expected to see~the burnt stores re-
placed by better ones. He also remarked
that the men would probably be kept em-
ployed. ;

E. Tiffin, general traffic manager, was
most optimistic. ‘“There is no question in
my mind,” he said, “about rebuilding. To
Moncton the blow is rhost disastrous but
we ehould be thankful that the entire
plant was not destroyed. The total dam-
age I estimate at $1,000,000. The loss of
the cars in the paint shop was very seri-
ous and the exact number of cars destroy-
ed outside the shop I do not know. - This
will not be known until the list is checked
off. The cars contained freight but most
of it, of course, was destroyed. The fire
is a disastrous blow but I look forward to
see the shops re-established. Meanwhile
we will have to work along as best we may
with what the fire has spared and with
the facilities at Truro, Stellarton and
Halifax.”

A. B. Machaflie, master - mechanic; was
of the opimion the damage would not ex-
ceed $1,000,000. Taking into consideration
everything that had been destroyed the
amount reached would not be less than
§1,000,000.

John M. Lyons, general passenger agent,
ediscussed the situation but briefly. What
he said was much in line with views which |
has been expressed by his colleagues. {

J. J. Wallace, general freight agent, |
said: “I was over the grounds last night!
and today and am unable to say wherc{
or how the fire started. I am in hopes that
the shops will be built: If they are not
it will mean a very great blow to Monc-
ton. I see no reason why they should not
be built again for the entire plant was

that we will have the shops with us again.
Mr. Emmerson will be here tomorrow and
1 feel confident he will do his utmost to
have the shops put up again. Some of
the cabinet ,members think that New
Brunswick gets too much but they forget
Ontario haes the canals.”

Mayor E. O. Steeves has taken a most
cheering view of the whole situation.
“The city will doubtless be materially af-
fected for a month or more,” he said,
“but I am confident that the works will|

be rebuilt. The most important part, th_e!
I admit}

government horn blew and, realizing at| i) v w o fire will have a depressing enough |

once that it meant a fire in the works,
started up, exclaiming that he must hurry
out and ascertain if his shop (meaning the
paint shop) was on fire.

| effect but I expect to see the shops re-|
| built.” !

Mr. Emmerson’s telegram was most re-|
ssuring and I expect that when he ar-|

1| was known to possess. I also heard that

| McDonald, foreman of car shops; A. S.

‘When the I. (\ R. shop horn sounded my!

assistant, J. Weir, was driving along
Bridge street in the rear of the works.
He stood up in the wagon,. loaked- over
the fence and saw a light across the yard.
Then suddenly the whole roof of the paint
shop, he says, seemed to burst into flame.
"“Ag to a theory of how it caught I
should say either from a defective wire or
spontaneous combustion. It was the sort
of fire that you cannot get close to and
live owing to the highly combustible ma-
terial in the shops, and over at the east-
ern end of the boiler shops was a big
pulley shaft leaning against the beam.
Its weight must have been fully half a
ton. My men were working along beneath
being directly underneath it. It was per-
haps 9 o’clock on Sunday morning when
a couple of I. C. R. employes were look-

ing about here and had just paseed a few |

feet out when the ehafting and big pulley
all came crashing down together. The
men just escaped.

“No. 2 engine was first coupled to an I.
C. R. hydrant on Bridge street. The pres-
sure was somewhat low. She worked here
for some time but was afterwards re-
moved to Waterloo street, where a much;k
better supply Was had and she threw a.'
stream of 150 pounds pressure through a|
line of hose about 800 feet long. No. 1|
engine was stationed on Bridge street at
the plug near the I. C. R. government
cottages. She played through a single line
of hose about 800 feet long. This was
siamesed and two lines of about 400 feet
were run out and fairly good effective
streams were obtained.

“The space between the shops proved a
greater hindrance to effective work. The
buildings were about 550 feet long. I
measured them a few days ago, having in
view the installation of an electric fire
alarm eervice and boxes throughout the
I. C. R. shops and yards. As soon as the
fire would enter a building it would rush
with terrific speed to the other end be-
cause of the large air spaces beneath.

“Had there been a heavy west or south-
west wind the results might have been
disastrous to the city. Cinders were
found in different parts of the town fully
half a mile away. Concerning the death
of Mr. Jones 1 heard tonight that he was
seen by several persons standing about
the entrance to the paint shop door at
the time the building was on fire and it
is presumed that he entered to go to his
bench and eecure some property which he

one. of the firemen who was inside the
paint shop stumbled over his body in the
smoke and took hold of his foot and tried
to pull him out but owing to Mr. Jones
being a heavy man and the fireman being
partially overcome by smoke he had to
give up the attempt at rescue and eave
his own life.

“Fighting the fire by the city and I.
C. R. brigades was attended with consid-
erable danger. For instance, when the
members of No. 3 Hose Co. were working
in the machine shop trying to save the
patterns,at east end of the machine shop
the fire burst out beneath their feet. An-
other great fight we made was to save the
tube shop situated a few feet from the
east end of the machine shop. This build-
ing contained a large gasoline tank which
at the time was full. Had this caught and
the tank exploded the result might have
Been disastrous. The I. C. R. brigade
put up a strong fight in preventing the
fire from extending in to the erecting shop
in which is a lot of valuable machinery.

“When day broke the ruins were still
partly obscured by great clouds of steam
and smoke. Everywhere were huge tang-
les of hot and shattered machinery. The
tons upon tons of broken mechanism cov-
ered fully four acres of ground and the
ruins still smouldered. The railway tracks
were warped and shattered. All that re-
mained of the palatial cars which to con-
struct had cost several moderate fortunes,
were long lines of trucks standing in a
clutter of twisted rods and wire.

“The office of the master mechanic was
roofless, . the walls tottering. The lofty
girders of the brick car ehop had fallen
in and adhering to, fragments of the
brick wall, for as they fell in the brick
walls were forced in also. The new ex-
tension to «the car repairing shop was
saved through the good work of No. 2
Company, assisted by fire proof corrigated
iron doors, which are lowered every night
between the old and new parts.”” This
concluded Chief Askman’s interview.

G. R. Joughms, chief superintendent of
motive power, said that at this time he
did not want to issue any public state-
ment. :

Among the men who did not spare
themselves in the general work of com-
batting the conflagration were: Angus

Coleman, foreman of paint shop; Joe Bar-
ton, foreman of car-repairing shop; J. T.
Dustan, chief draughtsman; Alex. Wil-
son, foreman of carpenter shop; Arthur
Stockall, foreman of blacksmith shop;
(teorge Moore, foreman of turning shop;
John Nugent, foreman of erecting shop;
Nelson Rand, locomotive foreman, and

Norman Sinclair, foreman of the round
house.

The car works and machine shops were |

established in Moncton in 1872, having
been removed from Shediac. Previous to
this year the line was known as the old
Buropean and North American railway.

Notes.

When trains on sidings were hauled to
places of safety very frequently some 'of
the cars would be blazing, while between
them there would be a car quite untouch-
ed. !

There were a few explosions, presumab-
ly from the oil vats.

" Envious eyes regarded the tons of burn-
ing coal.

Embers lodged as far as a quarter of a

A ¢ g a S i
“I saw him run out,” said Mr. Stevens;| .jves and looks carefully into every mat-| mile distant.

“and a little later I followed.

1 didn’t| {ep views will be all the more emphatic |

The. firemen had no difficulty in re-

see him in the crowd 'and as the night| e will reach here tomorrow and it i siraining the crowds.
wore along and he didn’t appear, I began | poseible that the prime minister, Sir Wil- |

to fear for his safety.”

' frid Laurier, will be with bhim. I cannob|, 4read-bare saying in Moncton.

Mr. Stevens and his son were up for| say anything positive as to this but there |
the most of the. night and after break-|is a rumor to this cffect. A great deal of |

fast they revisited the ruins. They were
passing along over the ripped and smoul-
dering floor of the paint shop when Mr.
Stevens saw something lying in the ashes
not far from where had been one of the
paint shop doors. It was a battered sil-
ver watch,
charred skull and about a peck of bones,
a handful of roins all run together ‘and
a bunch of keys. i
that there was-left of Mr. Jones.

Dr. Purdy, the coroner, was notified
and, pending his arrival, the bones were
covered with planking. Previous to this
several boys had forced their way to the

front and they were busy hunting for sou-| euch
The direction taken by the fire after be-| venirs among the bones of one
after | they had known. Upon the coroner’s ar-| the
| rival the ashes, the watch and other ef-|®ure
ing, it veered to the south and fastened | fects were

carefully placed in a .s‘m.'m
box and carried away. An inquest will
be held this evening. That Mr. Jones

entered the paint shed when it was almost | e
i :

in flames is the belief of many. He had

| the machinery, I thin

! benefit Moncton.
| fiercest I have ever seen.
He examined again and saw a| minutes after I saw it first the whole ¢
| the paint shed was simply enveloped in|
! fire.
e had discovered all | conflagration !
| place ladders against the shops and manage |

’tfne fearfully hot blasts blowing acroes
|

i This

! sald

k, is not so badly|
damaged' as would appear at first glance. |
The fire is unquestionably a great loss to,
the road but in the end I feel that it will|
The fire was one of the |
Within = ten|
ot

exceedingly difficult |
fight. 1 saw firemen!

It an

to

was

to climb until they reached the top but |

forced them to crouch‘down on the ladder |

{and finally descend. No man could face|

heat. There has been some criti-|

whom | cism of the weak water supply but during |

fire T took pains to test the city pres-|
and found it from forty to f({l'(y-m‘(‘.l
was quite up to the average.”

T. (. Burpee, engineer of maintena

that it would be quite premature for

to make any statement at this junc-
He estimated the damage at about

nce,

him

“If only the old station would go,” is
It al-
most caught and is still here.

It was costly, spectacular and disas-|
trous.

The carvpenters, who work about the
shops, lost ‘all of their equipment.

Many went looking for relics instead of|
looking for religion. |

All Moncton saw the fire and all Monc-
ton saw the ruins.

Chief Ackman and his staff fought to a

finish. So did the I. C. R. brigade,

The Western Union had men out look-|
ing after the wires, which were but slight-|
ly affected.

The whole lighting system at the sta-!
tion, works and offices was cut off. After!
mdinight oil lamps were resorted to. !

Hopewell Hill News.
Hopewell Iill, Feb. 25—Mrs. Christopher, !

‘or Hopewell Cape, an elderly lady, fell on‘

the ice a few days ago and broke her collar,
|

bone. {
Rufus Wright, of the I. C. R. woykx, |
is visiting his home at Mountville. |

Moncton,
C. A. Stewart, I. C. R. fireman, of Mofl‘{-!
s

| right e,

WILL NOT SELL L. C. R.
SAYS EMMERSON

! ~ (Continued from page 1)

other hundreds of thousands of dollars
that have to be accounted for and it will
be my duty from my place in parliament
to say something in reference to this.
Contrast the past eix months with the
same period of the previous year. When
I tell you there was actually an equili-
brium between receipts and expenditures
during that eix months 1 am telling you
what is an actual fact.”

The Toronto Gilobe was referred to as
agitating to place the Intercolonial into
the hands of an expert commission and
Mr. Emmerson contended that the (ilobe

|

should dea] fairly by the road and judge|,

| it on its merits. He had said there would

]be equilibrium between receipts and ex-I

| penditures for six months of the current
| year and he could go a little further and
show a balance on the right eide. There-
fore they could realize his feeltngs when
he received these telegrams informing him
of this fire.

He felt that in what they had dome
on the I. C. R. in the past months no
injury had been dene to any individual
employe on the road. Perhaps where a
man was not absolutely necessary or train
had been cancelled they had to take the
consequences, yet the people as a whole
interested in the road had not been 1n-
Jjured,

Mr. Emmerson said he felt that the
good they had accomplished on-the road
was mot for a year alone, but for years to
come. The retrenchment meant that every
year there would be assured to the 1. C.
R. and people of Canada that this great
railway system would no longer be a
burden upon the people.

The administration of canals was also
undergoing some overhauling the same as
the administration of the railways was an
at the proper time he would be able to
take the public into bhis confidence.

“I am deeply interested,” he said, ‘““in
the success of the Intercolomial. I have

felt that this fire was a !great calamity |

and a grave situation and we should meet
b’
Prediots Good Year.

“The present year will show splendid
results. This is a very great loss, but how
much will go to capital account or ex-
‘penditure I do not know, But I do know
that the money is coming from somewthere
and I don’t care whether you charge it
to capita] or expenditure. It has got to
come from somewhere; it is all the same
in the end.” !

He proceeded to say that he was going
to follow the example of the C. P. R. and
other railways in reference to charges to
capital account or expenditures.

“You can take my assurance that the
minister of railways, as now constituted,
ehall never rebuild shops any where than
where they have been. You can take the
assurance also that there is no disposition
in the government to make any change and
you can go further any youw can say this:
That in so far as any difficulties in having
the railway retained as a government road
is - concerned I have” no difficulty with
those who it around me. Whatever dif-
ficulties I have are those created by inter-
ested parties.

“I know there are men in Canada who
would gladly pay the $80,000,000 capital
and take control of the railway. But they
will never get control of the I. C. R. from
this government. Any government that
ever proposes to hand the Intercolonial
over to a company will not have Henry
R. Emmerson a member of it.

The Intercolonial, Mr. Emmerson eaid,
had many friends in the west, but the
members asked him for God's eake to
make both ends meet so.they would not
be compelled to vote against its retention
as a government road. The west wanted
an excuse to vote in favor of the road
being operated by the government.

“If you do your duty as people,” said
the minister, “I am satisfied that all this
strong influence and appealing that are
being exerted and exercised will come to
naught. I hope the Intercolonial will de-
monstrate and prove to the people of
Canada that it is the greatest and best
paying asset that the people of Canada
ever invested in.”

The minister was frequently applauded
throughout and at the conclusion the fo!-
lowing resolution was moved Dby Ald.
Welch, seconded by F. W. Sumner, and
unanimously adopted by a standing vote:

“Whereas, The fire in the Intercolonial
Railway works has brought great loss to
the city of Moncton and has thrown many
men upon whom families depend for sup-
port out of employment and

Whereas, the minister of railways has
shown his deep sympathy with the people

lin this great loss by his immediate visit

to the city; therefore

Resolved, That we do expresa our ap-
preciation of the minister’s vieit to
Monoton at the present time and our con-
fidence in him and in his loyalty to his
constituency and our firm belief that the
building and plant destroyed by fire will
by application of his ability and energy
be rebuilt upon a larger scale and a more
modern manner and that the city of
Moncton and the maritime provinces will
thereby profit from his position as min-
ister of the government of Canada.

The minister went to his home in Dor-
chester this evening and goes to St.
John tomorrow and from there to Ot-
tawa.

MONCTON HOCKEY
- TEAM DEFEATED

(Continued from page 1.)
Church and was very highly esteemed in
the community. She is survived by one
‘brother ¥red T. Whittaker of the I. C. R.
office, Gibson, and two sisters, Mrs.
Enoch Chestnut of this city and Mrs.
William Morris of Regina. Mrs. T. H.
Bullock of St. John is a niece of the de-

ceased.

Harold La¥orest while returning from
a hockey match in Marysville Friday
night fell from a sleigh and broke his
below the knee.

The funeral of the late Mrs. F. A.
H. Straton took place this afternoon and
had a large attendance. The body was
taken to the cathedral, where services
were conducted by Rev, Dean Partridge.
Interment was made in the old burying
ground. The list of mourners included A.
. Peters, of St. John, and J. Brooks
Straton of Rumford Falls, who arrivi

o fide a1 at it e
: 1 i : 3 2 | $1,000,000 and was contident, he said, tha | ton,. visited his home here last week.
m] ‘“)el b]m]dtmg‘P?_aluzl“glﬁ;m:fpatlotggizg] tempnrari‘ structures would “be erected to| father, Hewston Stewart, who has been in
where he kept sev caddies ‘be fu“o“‘k‘ll by I\(‘l'n\x\!lt’ni ones.
. s ity The 3 U il =} ved.
which he retailed to the men. vl.})‘\_ do0rl g Vhatever ! he remarked when prove Sluiiatt o sccount’ of T
S locked. It is further!| ¢ .8 i
of this place he kept locked. is turth questioned about the possibility of there | health, has resigned the position of clerk

understood that he had money in ”"-",],cjug a new site for the shops. “I[ really|to ‘b(f ‘i}""'é‘&i'ﬂ"“fl?w‘ﬁ‘ }?g“hc:: {:%rldu;grp?x;
! % such « atte £ o vell, whic a
room. | have nothing to say about such a matter. | L‘fstow.(,h% years. C. N. O’Regan Succeeds

A theory is that he rushed ‘into the don’t think there will be any pumber Oii PR R N o hecting of (o GHMEE

A it | i : i
shop, made his way to the room which| ; ‘or any length of time. sioners last evening a resolution was pa
I : | men idle for any leng e at Mr. Starratt’s resigna-

was about fifty feet from the spot where, p < Archibald, former chief engineer, | expressing "“*’Frf‘.t e
his remains were found, and that in at-| cid he estimated the loss at about $11_it|on and appreciation of h .
tempting to weturn perished. | 000,000. L e 7 E .
His deplorable death has aroused gen-| Chief Ackman had his men on duty for | ’l\\ent.\-thirelcr ‘r‘non(‘l\\}: )il;;i":‘(?:o::,li’r?;
eral eympathy, for he was practically ajfifteen hows. Going on at 9 ,E'Alurddyit'hC s 11:'1t}1 \1'0 vich 1c;\\'n
life-long resident of the county and en-! night and leaving at 12.30 today. _ { Jand, were sent out h)ﬁ : qu r\'md S
joyed the good will of all. His wife, who “1t wae the worel fire,” said the chief, council, who paid their "passage a g

was a s Miloer, is prastrated and to' “that 1 ever had anytbing to do with. them 75 aemts each.

| bere from ¥lorida Saturday night.
] have | poor health for some time, is very much im-'

T
pall-bearers were T. C. Allen, De!
Robinson, I'red Clements, G. H. 1§
ling, A. R. Wetmore and Wm. Ie

|
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T0° MAKE BIG MEN
OF THE JAPANESE

Baron Takaki Declares That He Will
Make Them Equal in Stature to
Americans and English '

PROPER FEEDING WILL DO IT

Has Already Made & Start in the
Army and Navy, Whose Men
He Has Increased in Weight.

Philadelphia, Pa., Feb. 24—That he will
increase the size of the Japanese race to
the normal stature of the Caucasian race
by teaching them how and what to eat
was the declaration made by Baron Taka-
ki, of Japan, in a lecture delivered in the’
medical lecture room of the University
of Pennsylvania this afternoon. The
Baron quoted statistics from the men of
the army and navy to prove that by giv-
ing them a proper diet he has brought
them nearer the standard of weight of
the men of the English and American
navies,

Baron Takaki declared that many dis-
eases common in Japan have been almost
wiped out by the same method. He bas
made it his life work to find a method by
which the size of the Japanese race can
be made normal. He said in part:

“Within a few generations I am eure
that the Japanese race will be of ndrmal
size, It is one of the greatest humilia-
tions of our life that we are so small.
The Caucasian race is normal in size and
that is what we want to be. That is
what we will be within a short time if
the people of my race follow my direc-
tions.

“The trouble is in the food that the
race has been eating for centuries past.
They have not been living on that kind of
food which goes to the making of muscle,
bone and sinew. Other nations have had
proper food, and they are normal im,
height. The Japanese will not follow the
example of the Englishman end the
American. f

“I made a test of our men of the mavy;
I found that they did not have
food and did not have the right kind of
food. I fed the mén on the ships the
eame rations as those given in the Amer-
ican navy. What was the result? Within
a year there was a great change. The
men eeemed to expand and even seemed
taller,

“After three years’ proper feeding the
men are now much nearer the standard of
the men of the American navy and army.
There were less disease and deaths in that
time than ever before.

“We can look forward to the time
when we shall be equal in size to the
average race. The Emperor has promised
to join hands and help the work along.
Learned men must now agree that the
Japanese only need proper food and
plenty of it. Give them nourishing food
and all of it they can eat.

“The thing is past the experimental
stage. It is mow certain that the race
can become as the average race. We are
a persevering people and future genera-
tions will find their Japanese brother
their equal in size and strength. Young
people of the future will read in history
that the Japanese were at ome time a
diminutive race. The lesson that they
will glean will be that to keep from de-
generating a nation must be given proper
food and plenty of it.”

Dr. Takaki denied the assertion that
the Japanese were of normal size a few
centuries ago. He said that they have
been diminutive and dwarfed for ages.

Canada and Her Dollars,

We are a great people, and we have
a great country; and we are not often
allowed to forget either fact, except when
we are asleep. Visitors who come to us

-from the various parts of the outer world

—which some of us are inclined to trans-
late freely as “outer darkness”—find that
they are permitted to bring their super-
latives into the country, duty free; and
they are consequently soon filling our
ears with them about everything Cana-
dian. It must be confessed that we have
a fairly strong appetite for superlatives.
But it is not so certain that the diet is en-
tirely good for us.

For instance, it unfits our palates for
patience under the tonic criticism. Quite
lately two visitors have done us the heroie
kindness to administer a little of this
tonic; and it cannot be said that we have
distinguished ourselves for gratitude. Sir
Gilbert Parker in the Canadian, and Ma
dame Sarah Bernhardt, in a talk which
has been eo freely edited since its first
publication that we hardly know what it
did contain, ventured to tell us that there
are one or two things in which we are
not “world-beaters.” Sir Gilbert, who
knows us, made this suggestion tactfully,
and so we let him go with nothing more
severe than a pained silence. But the im-
patient Parisienne—well, perhaps we had
better cover that incident with a pained
silence, too.

What they both told us, however, was
that we have been making great material
progress but have almost entirely neglect-
ed- ‘‘the things which matter.” We are

" adepts at dollars making; but we do mot

in the least know what to do with our
dollars after we get them. No one can
beat us at planting them where they will
produce more dollare  to produce still

| more, but it is always dollars—dollars—

dollars that we get, and sometimes a gross
mulitiplication of the simple satisfaction
which we used to buy for five cent pieces.
Where we are not bewildered by the
flood of rolling dollars we have evoked,
we are very apt to epend them as did the
country lad who thought to get a dinner
worth “a whole dollar’”’-as he had read
of wealthy people doing, and knew of no
other way than to order “a dollar’s worth
of ham and eggs.”

Gilbert Parker asks us why we do mot

' buy pictures with our dollars, Bernhardt,

appeared to think that we might create
an atmosphere which would breed poets.
It seems that Australia buys pictures;
and it hag fewer dollars than we have.
Even New York,and certainly Bostonbuy
i . A daring group of gentlemen in
to have suggested to Premier Whit-
that he might let Canadian artiste
int pictures of Canadian heroism and
achievement on the blank walls of tha
Legislative Buildings of Ontario; and the
premier did not talk as if this daring pro-
posal seemed to him beyond the realm of
the possible.

We in Canada are too ready”to think
that we have neither history nor artists,
and we are wrong in both cases. Still, so
long as we neglect to surround our youth
with the inspiration of such history as
we have and to extend native encourage-
ment to native artists, we will do much
to perpetuate a partial justification. of
this pessimistic view.—From “Wall Paint-
ings in Ewrope” by A. R. Carman., Febr-

ary Cgnadian Magazine,




