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NEARLY

LOSE LIVE

Japan. Will Loan Great FEARFUL DIS ASTER

Britain Forty Million
Dollars, Buying Notes

Transaction Will Work to the
Advantage of the Two
Governm

ents.

LOAN WILL DRAW
6 P. C. INTEREST

Japanese Government and the
United States Also Make

an Arrangement,

RUSSIAN BONDS
CAUSE TROUBLE

Bolshevik' Government Seizes
Ural Mt. Mines with Capi-
tal of £1,60,000. ;

Special to The Standard.

New York, Jan. 23—Arrangements
are being perfected by which Japan
will lend to Great Britain the sum of
$40,000,000, the funds being available
in New York. The transaction con-
templates the purchase by Japan of
short term 6 per cent discount notes
of the government of Great Britain.
‘The loan is said to be attractive to
Japan by reason of the fact that Japan
has unusually large banking balances |
in the United States at the presemt
time, and because of the war embargo
is unable to ship gold to Tokio.

An interesting feature in connection
with the latest triangular operation
between London and Tokio and New
York is that the British treasury is
paying some high rates of interest to
the Japanese government as is paid in
New York on weekly issues of the
British treasury bills by J. P, Morgan
and Co.

Bankers pointed out today that the
transaction works to the advantage of
both governments. It provides the |
PEritish government with $40,000,000 |
banking credit in New York, while at |
the same time the Japanese govern-
ment is able to obtain 6 per cent. in-
terest on its investment in treasury
bills.

This is not the first time that finan-
clal operations of this character have
been arranged between London and
Tokio, In the summer of 1916 Japan
bought $30,000,000 of British treasury |
bills, paying for them in New York |
funds. Another transaction of this|
kind was made in the fall of the same
year.

Protest on Russians.

London, Jan. 23.—Holders and ac-
ceptors of Russian treasury and com- |
mercials are protesting against the |
government scheme of giving British |
twelve year three per cent. exchequer |
bonds at par in exchange. These

‘bonds being quoted at present around

82, the holders of Russian treasury
bills are assured against loss at the
cost of 18 per cent. The objection is |
of course to sacrifice 18 per cent. until |
the twelve year exchequer bonds ma-|
ture. The amount involved is £17,]
600,000, - Russian securities are weak
on confiscation by the Bolsheviki of
‘the important ‘Kyshtim mining proper-
ties in the Ural mountains.

The capital involved, £1,260,000, is
entirely British and is held in small
lots.

New Japanese Plan,

New York, Jan, 23 —Negotiations re-
cently concluded between the Japan-
ese financial and economical mission
to the United States and the federal re-
serve board have resulted in the es-
tablishment of ntutual relations with
the Bank of Japan for the transaction
of such business as may develop from
time to time, it was announced at the
local federal reserve bank today.

This action is in line with a policy
of the reserve board which already has
led to the establishment of similar re-
lations with the governmental banking

s of other countries, among
them the Bank of England.

IRISH REBELLION?

Dublin, Jan. 93.—Declaring they
wanted weapons “for the next rebel-
Hon,” twenty heavily aymed and dis-
guised men ralded several houses
near Galway and seized all arms and
smmunition, according to ‘reports re-

WITHORAWS
SECESGION
RESOLVE

J. W. Francoeur Decides Not
to Trust Motion to
Vote,

DEBATE IN QUEBEC
LEGISLATURE ENDS

Sir Lomer Gouin Announces
That He is Believer in
Confederation.

SAYS NOVA SCOTIA
VOTED TO QUIT

Premier Says English-Speak-

ing Minority Never
Molested.

Quebec, Jan 22—After Sir Lomer
Gouin stopped speaking in the legis-
lature this afternmoon, My. J. N. Fran-
coeur commented briefly on the var-
ious speeches of the debate and with-
drew his motion, expressing the readi-
ness of the province to retire from

| the confederation pact if other sister

provinces regarded it as an obstacle
to the unity and development of the
Dominion.

It hag been said, Sir Lomer Gouin
stated in his address, that Quebec felt

spite as a result of the recent federal [\

elections. It had been claimed that
there was disloyalty in Mr. Fran-
coeur’s motion. He thought the
charge of disloyalty was unjust.

Quotes Fielding.

Sir Lomer Gouin then recalled cnat
on April 8, 1886, Hon. W. 8, Fielding
proposed in the legislature of Nova
Scotia a resolution that meant noth-
ing less than the separation of that
province from the Canadian federa-
tion. Mr Fielding had justified his
proposal by showing the finapcial em-
barrassment of Nova Scotia as a re-
sult of its union with the rest of the
\ominion. Mr. Fielding said he had
concluded that it was an absolute nec-
essity for Nova Scotia to secede that
it might promote provincial raiflway
enterprises and industries.

The Fielding resolution was adopt-
ed by a majority of fifteen votes to
seven.

Conscription Issue.

When the conscription issue came
up, said Sir Lomer, it became a crime
for Quebec to discuss it and to vote
against it. Why was it not a crime
for the Maritime provinces to take
similar action?

The premier said that the stand

taken by the Dominion against Que-
bec on the conscription issue was un-
just. It was not giving the province
fair play.
- Discussing his refusal to introduce
the motion presented to him by Arthur
Sauve, leader of the opposition, in
which the imperial authorities were
to be petitioned to repeal the military
service act, Sir Lomer said Mr. Sauve
did not dare introduce it himself and
had not treated him fairly. He (the
premier) refused /the amendment be-
cause it would have been out of order
and because he was not in the habit
of giving the people of Quebec hopes
that could not be fulfilled.

Favors Confederation.

The province of Quebec went on
record against conscription at the lgst
election. That was sufficlent. A

(Continued on page 2)

AT ACADIA MINES,
STELLARTON, N. S.

Indications at Early Hour This Morning Were That Upwards of Ninety-

Coal Miners in No. 4 Allan Shaft Had Lost Their Lives in Explosion

Which Occurred Shortly After Five o’clock

Yesterday Afternoon

When Night Shift Went into the Mine—Eleven Men Who Were on High-

er Level Than the Others Escape in Safety.

-

In All There Were About One Hundred Men in the Colliery--Draego Men
up to Early Hour this Morning Able to Bring Qut Eight Bodies—Judg-

ing from Condition of Latter it is Believed All
—Many Harrowing

Others in Pit Perished

Scenes by Moonlight at Pit’s Mouth.

Stellarton, 'N. S., Jan. 24.— (Special)—Indications at an early hour this (Thursday)

morning are that upwards of ninety miners perished in an

explosion which occurred,

shortly after five o'clock yesterday afternoon at the Allan shaft of the Acadia Coal Com-

pany's
and had just relieved the day shift.

collieries here. About one hundred men were in the pit at the time of the disaster
Eleven of the men, who were on a level higher than

that on which the others were working, were able to-emerge from the mine in safety, but

no person on the 1,200 foot or lower level eseaped.
Draeger men, physicians and
at the scene.and with emergency apparatus worked all night.

The relatives of the victims of the disaster flocked to the mouth of the pit, in the
moonlight and the scene was a harrowing one. It is thought that the explosion was a re-

currence of the trouble which occurred at the Allan shaft some time ago.

Special to The Standard.
One Hundred in the Pit.

New Glasgow, N. S., Jan. 23—An explosion occurred at the
Allan shaft of the Acadia Coal Co. in what is known as No. 4 pit
this afternoon about five o'clock. Definite details are as yet mea-
gre, but it is supposed that about one hundred men were in the pit
at the time the explosion occurred. It is reported that only eleven
men have been brought to the top. Experienced miners say that it
is possible that this explosion may be followed by another in the
course of a few haurs, but: late tonight nothing further in the way
of an explosion has occurred. The entire staff of the Allan shaft
are working with might and main to rescue every man possible.
This is the first explosion of any consequence to occur at this mine
for over two years.

New Glasgow Sends Help.

New Glasgow doctors and two Stellarton doctors are at the
scene of the explosion in readiness for any victims that are taken
from the mines. ' Late tonight only eleven men out of ninety-eight.
had escaped from the mines and three of these were dead. The
draeger men and the entire staff of the Allan shaft together with
all outside available help are doing everything in their power to
bring the men to the surface. It isnot yet definitely known just how
many are killed or injured as the draeger men can only remain
down a short time each trip. The work of rescuing the men is still
in progréu. :

The cause of the explosion can probably be traced back to
the old trouble which occurred at the Allan shaft mine some time
ago. There is intense excitement in New Glasgow, Stellarton and
Westville over the awful affair.

Fearful Disaster. explosion blew the boxes into the bot-

tom of the shaft and for ‘some tima|

New Glasgow, N, 8., Jan, 23—The |the cage did not get beyond the 900
Allan shafts, midway betweén Stellar-|foot level. It was after nine o'clock
ton and New Glasgow were the scene | before the bottom of the shaft was
at 5.45 this afternoon of a terrific ex-ireached. Fred MacKenzie's body was
plosion which it is now feared may re-|first recovered and then the draeger
sult in one of the most disastrous ex-|crew, who went promptly to work

/

(STOCK EXCHANGES

WILL BE CLOSED
HEATLESS DAYS

New York, n. 23,~The Board
of Governors of the New York
stock exchange today decided to
close the exchange on the remain-
ing heatless Mondays imposed
under the fuel administrator's
orders.

This action rescinds a prevjous
decision to keep the exchange open
on these days. It wag announced
that it had been found possible to
arrapge on these holidays that the
call loan market would not be dis-
turbed.

The governors also decided to-
day to remit the dueg of Novem-
ber, 1917, of members who are
alone in business and in active
military or naval service of the
United States or exclusively em-
ployed in any public service grow-
ing out of the war.

The board of managers of the
coffee and sugar exchange have
decided to close next Monday. It
was not announced whether suc-
ceeding heatl Mondays would
also be obser ag holidays.

dicating that thé gas was mnot heavy.
At that hour officials - at the mine had
practically abandoned hope that the
men below were alive. Although some
miners held out the possibility that the

imen below might be able to walk up

the 1,200 foot level to the 900 foot

level and thence to the 500 foot level,

but that is only a faint hope.
———————————

NERS

AT STELLARTON
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Greater Activity On .
* The Western Front

By

LAROR PARTY
JUPPORTING
WAR POLICY

Small Encouragement for Ger-
man Emperor and Central

Powers.

SUPPORT OF WAR A
MEANS OF PEACE

‘ Struggle.

Belligeren ts

Manoeuvres Now in Progress

Preliminasy to'a Mighty

BIG GUNS ROAR
ALL ALONG LINE

Germans Gain Footing in the
French Trenches East
; of Nieuport.
FIGHTING GREATER
IN LENS VICINITY

Austro-Germans Fail to Im-

prove Their Positions in

President Wilson Figures as|

One of Labor Party's
Prophets.

» N tvi
others from Stellarton, New Glasgow and Westville are LABOR EXPECTS

ENORMOUS VOTE

An Important Amendment

Moved by Mr. Arthur

Henderson.

Nottingham, Jan. 23—There has
been small encouragement for the Ger-
man Emperor and the Central Powers
in proceedings of the British labor
party thus' far. The leaders of the
party show a determination to take a
strong line in support of the war a; the
only means of obtaining a democratic
peace, and in this they appear to have
the loyal support of a majority of the
delegates.

Bach delegate as he arrived at the
convention yesterday or today was
handed a circular entitled “British
1abor’s war aims” which was a copy of
the message sent to Russia in the
pame of British labor a few days ago.
This message is the keynote of the
whole present policy of the labor
party. Its war aims show no very
great divergence from the statement;
by President Wilson, Premier Liloy
George and other allied statesmen.

President Wilson Quoted.

The pacifist minority will make
strenuous efforts to win over the con-
ference during the discussion of the
Russians dealing with the question of
peace, but there is no reason to believe
that the conference will go any dis-
tance with them.

President Wilson figures_as one of
the labor party’'s prophets at this
year’s convention. In the opening
gession today his name was mentioned
no less than six times, in each case in
connection with his recent war aims
speech, which was described as essen-
tially the same point of view as the
British labor party’s.

The fraternal delegate of the French
Socialists gained hearty applause

With the reported amelioration in
the political unrest in Austria-Hungary
and a continuation of silence as re-
gards the internal situation in Ger.
many, the notable feature in the world
war is the apparent resumption, and
on a somewhat larger scale, of the
military operations on the western
front in France and Belgium.

Although for the moment these oper-
ations, viewed from the cold facts as
announced by the various war offices,
do not transcend in importance the
usual small operations by raiding and
reconnoitering parties which have
iheen in progress since the severe win:
itry weather began, reading between
the lines of the communication, it is
not difficult to see that the manoeuvres
now in progress on various sectors aro
in the nature of tryingwut processes
of a marked character.

i Are Getting Ready.
|

From the North Sea to the Swiss
frontier, the lessening in the rigors of
winter has permitted the belligerents
again to send forth their men in enter
prises which seemingly forecast the in-
tention shortly to resume fighting
activity more extensivel

For weeks the big guns along the
entire battlefront have been roaring
in intensive duels on numerous sectors,
but the infantry has lain idle owing te

8 and later to the mor-
asses
thaw.

On their extreme right in northein

Belgium the Germans have carried out

(lan “important raid” and gained a foot»

ing in French advanced trenches east
10&' Nieuport, while along nearly all ot
the front in Flanders the artilleries
| Continued on page 3.
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ONLY 6 SHIPS
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|Germany'’s Submarine Cam-

| paign Falls Down During

plosions in the coal mining industry of |brought up Lahey. The pulmotor ke zl
Nova Scotia. Over 100 men were said [him alive but he died shortly after b‘; wn‘l‘ BE MANY U' s'

to be in tho mine. HEleven of these es-|ing brought to the surface, SOLD]ERS lN FRAN CE

ceped from a higher level and accord-
Likely to Be Twice as Many

ing to estimates at midnight 89 men |
were entombed with but faint hope

Go Over as Originally Plan-
ned.

Violent Explosion,

that any of them will ever be rescued That the explosion was.of a violent
alive. character is indicated by the fact that
Up to midnight eight bodies had |it blew the bottom of the cage up the
been recovered. Most of them were Luge shaft and drove mine timbers
singed by fire and some of them were 200 feet along the levels.
badly mutilated. The first body to be| "The night shift had just gone below
recovered was that of Fred MacKenzie, and started work when the explosion
placksmith, He had gone down half |occurred. :
an hour be):oro Lhedoxvuﬁ&w“\:r::d From the na:rl;zlgumes of the min. | Washington, Jan. 23~While de-
to shoe a horse and was e |ers, women and ¢ ren ran in frantic
bottom of the shaft. His body was not |haste to the mine head, mad with c:ll:lng t«: m?:;:“ TS Xoon The
brought up until 9.30 o'clock. He was aunxiety for the safety of husbands and d o as uted .%o President
a married man with a large family.  |fathers trapped below. 5 Wilson that there will be twice as
The 01.;:! m w:ni oufs -?\1‘:" ml‘llvo m"I‘hc hundergrom;,d manager of the|many American soldiers abroad next
were on the oot leve! ey did |night shift was Robert Whinton and he , June as had bee; n
not' hear the explosion, but smelling |is among the missing. Of the men eu.! See:emry of w;: onrlsg: “.{,R’m:‘;'
smoke they ran for the cege. When  tombed, 66 belonged to Stellarton, 13! “The programme of the department

when he said: “President Wilson has
declared on behalf of the common peb- |
ple of the whole world the terms|
which the common people want. This |
statement has now been agreed to by| London, Jan. 23.—Again the
every allied government, including the|ings of British merchantmen by
Russian Bolshevik. In the face of this| or submarine have been held at a
unanimity of opinion the central gov-|low point. Only six vessels of 1,600
ernments are silent, but their peoples|tons or over and two under that ton:
are restless and disturbed and before| nage were destroyed in the past week
long they, too, must come into agree-| according to the admiralty report to
ment.” night.
| The sinkings of British merchant
I men for the past week duplicate th
The conference unanimously adopt- sinkings for the previous week—sis
ed & resolution welcoming the state-|large ships and two small ones. InH
ments of Premier Lloyd George and  the previous wéek two fishing vessels
President Wilson, and calling upon the|algo were sunk; in the past week the
Allies to formulate their war aims at| fishing craft escaped entirely.
the earliest possible moment. The admiralty reports of January
President Purdy in his address said: | 2 and January 9 gave the siukings as
“will Germany agree to evacuate| 31 merchantmen, of which eighteén

Present Month.

sink
mine

Ask For War Aims.

were over 1,600 tons in each case.

the cage was lowered, with 4 lighted !to Westville and 4 to New Glasgow.
lamp on it, these men entered it at the|The rest are Belgians,
500 foot Jevel and were hoisted to the| The draeger crew worked .in shifts

surface. The only other person to|and made heroic efforts to reach the,

come out alive up to this hour was & |imprisoned men. On the last trip be-
Belgian boy, Joseph Lahey, who was fure midnight five of the-tem men of
found at the bottom of the shaft, tha the crew went down without masks, in-

g

has been & constantly developing one
and many difficulties and limitations
have been removed or overcome. I
cannot discuss numbers or men in
France or anticipated to be in France

at any pacticular time, but we have

made substantial progress.”

Belgium, northern France and the
other territories over which she holds
sway?” There were cries “Yes and
Ireland.”
“If the German people and the Ger-
man government,” Mr. Purdy contin-
(Continued on ppge 2)

| Arrivals 2,265, sailings, 2,342,
British merchantmen of 1,600 tons
or over sunk by mine or submarine,
6; under 1,600 tons, 2; fishing ves-
sels, none.
British merchantmen unsuccessfuls
ly attacked, 6,




