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~ VICTORY IN BELGIUM

General Haig’s Army in Greatest Artillery Action of War Captures Vil-
lages of Messines, Wytschaete and Oostaverne and Enemy Positions on

Fourteen Mile Front.

More Than Five Thousand Germans Taken Pris- \t
oners—Captured Important Heights—Mil-
lion Pounds of Explosives Under Enemy Linev

Sent Off.

(BULLETIN.)

London, June 7.—The British troops m
and carried the village of Oostaverne and the German
t of five miles, it is

drive,

positions east of the village over an exten

officially announced tonight.

mortars and machine guns.

The text of the statement reads:
“Our operations south of Ypres have bee

methodically throughout the day, and have been attended by

complete success.

“The Messines—Wytschaete Ridge, which for over two
and a half years has dominated
aalient, was stormed by our troops

ade a second

d the British

The German casualties were very heavy an

took ‘more than five thousand prisoners, many guns, trench
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REWARDS FOR FUGITIVE.

First Time in Its History Pro-

.
L
" vince Such Prophecy
$50.00—The Standard. :
10.00—French Consul Emil Ga- Made.
bury (present Fox with tin i 4
of Forest and Stream)
10.00 in trade—F. A. Johnson,
women’s wear,
10.00—F. A. Dykeman and Co.,
dry goods.
10,00—Imperial 'Tobacco Co.,
Murad cigarettes.
5.00—A.A. McClaskey, cigars.
10.00—Waterbury and Rising,

DEFICIT EXPECTED
TO BE $148,576

Hon. C."W. Robinson Brings
in Budget of Nearly Two
Millions.

shoes.
5.00—Allen Gundry, optician,
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WAS MISQUOTED

STUMPAGE RATES ARE

n continued

‘gur ‘positions in the Ypres
this morning.”

Villages Captured.

“In this attack we captured the vil-
lages of Messines and Wytschaete
and the enemy's defense systems, in-

,cluding many strongly organized woods
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}were driven down out of cont_l:ol.

localities on a front of
over nine miles, from sgouth of La
Douve Brook to north of Montsorrel.
«“Later in the day our troops again
moved forward in accordance with the
planned operation, and carried the vl‘l-
lage of Oostaverne and the epemy s
rear-ward defense system east of the
village on a front of over five miles.
“In the course of th advance an
attempted counter-attack against the
gouthern portion of our new positions
was completely broken up by our ar-
tillery fire. :
#The enemy’s casualties in today's
fighting were heavy. In addition to
his other losses, up to four thirty in
the afternoon over 5,000 German pris-
oners passed through the collecting
stations. Others are still to be brought
in. We also captured a number of
guns, many trench mortars and ma-
chine guns which have not yet been
counted.
“There was again great activity in
the air yesterday, with many fights.
Five hostile formations, one of which

and defended
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LLOYD-SEDRGE
HEARS FRENCH
EXPLOSIONS

Was More Than 130 Miles
Distant in England when
Battle Began.

London,

June 7.—~The tremendous
which d the British
attack of Wytschaete bend were heard
by David Lloyd George, the British
Premier, who was staying for the night

consisted of over thirty hines
were attacked and dispersed with
heavy casualties. In the course of the
fighting nine German airplanes were
brought down. At least nine dth;{s

X

of our airplanes are

at his r Walton Heath. The
plans for the attack had been long ma-
turing, and when the preparations
were perfected the Premier was ac-
quainted with the exact hour it was

British headquarters in France, via
London, June 7—The British attack
begun today, two months after the of-
fensive campaign burst into flame at

was carried out in that slender
strip ot Belgium -saved nearly three
years ago from the German invasion.

The blow was struck on a tront of

known as the Messines
the Germans have

high ground
Ridge, from which

[ppwxlmntely ten miles against the

{since October

/that the various
{taken on scheduled
|oners

e

the British lines ever
of 1914. It was not long
fter the battle began that word came
from all sectors of the fighting fronts
objectives had been
time. All the pris-
say the Germans had been ex-
‘the attack, but were taken
[completely by surprise by the hour at
lwhich 1t was launched, and the fury
\with which it was carried forward.
They had been completely dazed by
the most gigantl ing op yet
\carried out in the world war.

verlooked

Move than 1,000,000 pounds of high
had been placed under the

German forward positions during the
twelve months, and its upheavel

¢t & score of separate mines spread
among the troops, already har-

as they were ,to the point of
z.-evon days and nights

fire from greatest concentration

¢ guns on a given front since the war

TEAMERS COLLIOE

B e ol

i ded to open. Accordingly, on re-
tiring last night, Mr. Lloyd George
gave orders to be called at three
o'clock this morning, on the chance of
being able to hear the explosions. The
Premier and other members of his|
household clearly heard the tremen-l
dous detonations, also did persons at;
the Premier’s official residence in Lon-
don, who supposed they were the
sounds of heavy guns until later they

learped from the despatches that they
came from the explosion of mines. -

et o
From London to the region where

the British mines were exploded along
the German front, the*d

M’ 'm'%em' Did ‘Not

la

ON SHTUROAY

Predict Increased Rates.

Special to The Standard.
Fredericton, June 7—Mr. King, the
member for Queens, rose to a ques-

LIKELY TO BE HIGHER

Government to Follow Finan-

cial Syste,m‘;of Predecessors

Restiof Year' -

Special to The Standard.

Fredericton, June 7.—For the first
time in the history of the province
of New Brunswick the administration
in power has predicted a deficit, Hon.
C.. W, Robinson, former Liberal pre-
mier, announced to the House this

tion of privilege in the house today
and declared that he did not make the
statement in the public accounts com-

evening in the course of his budget
gpeech that the government estimated

mittee accredited to him by The
Standard that he believed the lumber- |
men should be called upon to pay in-|
creased stumpage rates. The |
Standard’s correspondent was in-|
formed from what we considered|
most reliable authority that Mr. King |
did make such a statement.
However, neither The Standard nor|
its correspondent has any desire to|

misrepresent Mr. King or any ntheriil

member .of the house. The report of
Mr. King’s alleged remarks was pub-
lished in good faith, and The
Standard’s correspondent gladly ac-
cepts the statement made by the mem-
ber for Queens that he was reported
incorrectly.

Following Mr. King's statement in
the house this afternoon, Hon. Mr.
Robinson, a member of the new gov-
ernment, came out strongly in favor
of increasing the stumpage charges
during the course of his budget ad-
dress tonight. »

The members and the officials of
the house sat down to an inviting
lunch this evening furnished through
the kindness of Hon. Wm. Currie, the

the expenditures for the current year
would exceed the receipts to the
amount of $148,676. The announce-
ment of an anticipated . deficit was
somewhat of a surprise, it being the

| consensus of opinion that the govern-

ment would be able to keep the ordi-
nary revenue,

The Contrast.

Under the Murray government's
conduct of the business of the prov-
ince the public services were efficien-
cy maintained and prudent business
methods enabled them to limit the
ordinary expenditures to a sum with-
in the ordinary revenue. But in the
face of growing necessity for economy
which is being urged on all sides, the
government now make the admission
to the people of New Brunshick that
they believe the expenditures for the
year will exceed the receipts by the
large amount of nearly $400,000., in-
cluding $246,5600 additional intarest
on rail bonds.

That there should be an increase in
the stumpage rates paid by the lum-
bermen for timber cut on crown lands
was one of the important statements

Speaker of the Assembly, needless to
say the luncheon was much enjoyed.

EARLY MORNING BLAZE,
* IE BUG WORKS AGAIN

At 2.45 o'clock this morning a fire
was discovered in the two story shed
at the rear of Charles Walker's resi-
enc, 92 Kennedy street, North End. A
still alarm was sent into the depart-
ment and by the time the firemen ar-
rived on the scene the fire had gain-
ed considerable headway and the
building was totally destroyed. No
cause'can he given for the blaze start-
ing other than the work of a fire bug,
as there was no fire in the building at]

from 130 to 140 miles,

any time ¥y day or last night. This
is the fou fire that has been set in
diantown in the past few weeks and
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CONDITIONS FOR CAPTURE
OF FOX, THE FUGITIVE,
IN GITY OF 8T. JOHN.
- _—
1¢ —Lay hands on him.
(Wouwen need only to confront
him).
2nd—Present him with copy
of The Daily Standard of same
date, showing him first page
80 he can read date lines.
3rd—S8ay to him: You are
‘The Fugtive. Do you
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the residents are alarmed.

THE ALBERTA ELECTIONS

Edmonton, June 7.—Results to 8
o'clock indicate return of Sifton gov-
ernment by majority close to that in
1ast legislature, where it was 18 to 38.
in Edmonton three seats have gone
GConservative. All cabinet ministers
are elected, although' Crosa is running
close in Edeon, and only two polls to
come from Beaver River, where Garl-
epy is leading.

made by Hon. Ms. Robinson. This
is considered by most niembers as an
indication of the new government’s
policy in the matter.

Hon, Mr. Robinson in his remarks
this evening was characteristioally
fair. The former premier was in a
very pleasant mood. In fact he gave
a high tone to the debate, and it is
hoped that his example will be fol-
lowed generally. The member for
Moncton city was Quite moderate in
his oriticisms of the former govern-
ment and gave them considerable
credit for the vast increase in revenue
that had resulted under the regime of
the late administration. He thought
that the former government might
have done even better, although he
did not deny that its record in
doubling the revenue from the crown
lands showed marked business abil-
ity in the systematic collection of
what was honestly due the province.

Hon. Mr. Robinson in his speech
trankly admitted that the government
would have a larger revenue this
year than for any previous year In
the history of the province.
with the increased monies coming
into the public treasury the new ad-
minigtration has decided to expend
a sum greatly in excess of the antiel
pated recelpts.

The former Premier dwelt for some
considerable time on the m:
of the finances of the province under
the late administration. He claimed
that the reports of the mew govern-
ment’s auditors, -while yet incomplete,
showed that the total excess of expen-

urrent revemue from
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LIBERAL PARTY IS
~ CLEFT IN TWAIN
Chief Whip Pardee Openly Breaks with Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Latter Declin-

ing to Enter a Coalition Government — Attempt Will Be Made to
Oust Laurier from Leadership.

ital account to the current account for
those years would show this alleged
excess of expenditure over revenue.

The two parties merely differ on the
system of accounting. The former
government contends that the splen-
did system inaugurated and pursued
by them was eminently fair and de-
sirable while the present administra-
tion contends that amounts charged to
capital account were more properly
charged to ordinary account.

Hon. Mr. Robinson also made quite
an extensive reference to the public
debt, while it is true that excluding
the amouht involved in the guarantee
of the bonds of the Valley Railway the
former administration did increase the
debt to an amount of approximately
three million of dollars every dollar
of debt incurred is covered by tangible
assets such as the magnificent perman-
ent bridgés that stand as a monument
to the late government. No one will
deny the great necessity for such splen-
did structures and no one will for one
moment argue that they could be erect-
ed without entailing an increase in the
public debt. Again the former gov-
ernment in increasing the debt must
be countenanced by the present ad-
ministration in view of the legislation
already enacted by the Carter-Foster
party, providing for the issue of bonds
to the extent of $1,200,000, an increase
for ome year much larger than the
average yearly increase of debt of
less than $350,000 under the years of
the Murray government and its pre-
decessors. Y

Hon. Mr. Baxter, former attorney
general, moved the adjournment of the
debate this evening. He will resume
when the order of the day Is called to-
morrow afterneon at 3 o'clock. Hon.
Mr. Baxter has a thorough knowledge
of the financial situation of the prov-
ince and he will have no difficulty in
replying to the moderate criticism of
former Premier Robinson.

wilile predicting a large deficit, Hon.
Mr. Robinson in his speech tonight
spoke in an optimistic vein and his
course in this respect was much more
acceptable to the members on both
sides of the House was the pessimistic
attitude assumed by the chief govern-
ment dictator in his effusions in the
Daily Telegraph of Saturday last deal-
ing with the alleged financial condition
of the province.

(From Official Report.)

Fredericton, June {7.—The House
met at 3 o'clock. Mr. King rose to
make an explanation. He sald the

of|and he

correspondent of The Standard news-
paper in Fredericton in that morning’s
issue attributed to him a desire to in-
crease the rates of stumpage. The
statement attributed to him was that
“he believed that the rates should be
increased and that he thought that the
lumbermen were all able to pay more.”
He disired to say in a most emphatic
manner that he made no such state-
ment.

Hon. Mr. Smith (Carleton) took ex-
ception to the phraseology of the hon.
minister of agriculture in his reply on
the question of distribution of seed
grain which stated that “politics, race
or religion had no influence in the dis-
tribution of seed grain by the depart-
ment.” Such a remark as'that was
entirely uncalled for.

Hon. Mr. Tweeddale said that the
wording of the enquiry fully justified it,
in fact invited it.

Hon. Mr, Smith was proceeding to
argue the matter further when the
Speaker intervene@l and closed the in-
cident.

Mr. Baxter presented the petition of
the C.P.R. in favor of a bill to confirm
an agreement with the city and county
of St. John regarding the site of the
round house.

Hon. Mr. Byrne presented the peti-
tion of the Maine and New Brunswick
Flectric Power Company in favor of &
bill to amend its act of incorporation.

The House at 416 took recess until
eight in order that the municipal com-
mittee might take up the 8t. John bills.

The House resumed at 8.15 p. m.

Hon. Mr. Robinson presented a mes-
sage from His Honor the Lieut. Gov-
ernor, submitting the estimates of the
current year, and moved that the con-

t | sideration of such message be referred

to the committee on supply.

Hon. Mr. Robfnson in rising to move
that the House resolve itself into a
committee of supply, said he would en:
deavor, in keeping with the umo-hon‘-

to \! of

Hon. George P. Graham Resigns from Montreal
Herald on Compulsion Issue — Conscription
Bill Up Monday—Bombshell in Laurier
Camp.

(SPECIAL TO THE STANDARD.)
Ottawa, June 7.—Chief Liberal Whip Pardee has open-
ly broken with Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Tonight he was in con-
ference with the leaders of the Conservative party discuss-
ing proposals that he enter a war cabinet of Liberals and Con-
sérvatives that will ignore Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the racial-
ists from Quebec. Hon. W. J. Hanna, ex-Provincial Secre-
tary for Ontario, and a life-long friend of Mr. Pardee, repre-

the proposition.

filled the position on the opposite side
of the House, now filled by his hon.
friend (Murray.) r

Revenues and Expenditures.

The provincial secretary of 1908, in
delivering his budget, had made cer:
tain statements regarding the policy
of the then government.

That gentleman had taken the po-
sition that all ordinary expenditure
must be kept within the ordinary rev-
enup. He went even further and de-
clared that when the ordinary,revenue
became exhausted the expenditure
must stop.

He also said that he did not blame
the leader of the government whici
went out of office in 1908 for the con-
ditions which obtained, as he felt that
his predecessors in office were respon-
sible.

He (Robinson) considered it strange
how history repeated itself, and how
applicable the former provincial sec-
retary’s words were to the present
hon. leader of the opposition.

1t was of great importance that close
attention should be given to the pres-
ent financial condition of the province.
It was with a view of ascertaining ex-
actly how matters stood that the pres-
ent soon after taking office had called
in a reputable firm of chantered ac-
countants and instructed them to make
a thorough audit of the accounts, while
that firm had not completed its report
it had placed before the government
some prelimnary figures which he pro-
posed to use during the course of his
remarks.

Coming down to the financial po-
sition of the province, he said that the
question was often asked “What is the
public debt?”

It was difficult to find out the exact
amount of the debt, but it seemed to
him that the best method was to apply
the revenue and expenditure to the
year which they properly belonged.
This method he explained had been
adopted here for the first time by the
chartered accountants employed by
the present administration. He then
read the following statement showing
the liabilities of the province:

Liabilities March 31st, 1917—Capital
debt, $16,339,639.18; current debt,
$763,321.73—total, $17,102,960.86.

Required to complete Valley Rail-
;votoyéo(}ngetovyn to Westfield, $1,000,-

sented Sir Robert Borden in the negotiation with the Liberal
lwhip. The Standard correspondent is in a position to state
that Mr. Pardee signified his willingness to enter a union war
cabinet regardless of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, providing a suffi-
cient number of other representative Liberals would agree to
Later Mr. Pardee expected to meet and
confer with Sir Rober Borden himself.

& Shock to Laurier Camp.

! The news of Mr. Pardee’s defectiom,
{ has fallen like a thunderbolt in the
| Laurier camp. The Liberal whip has
| given long, devoted support to Sir Wil-
| frid, taking his political life in his
| hands to support him on the bilingual
| issue last session. His sturdy patriot-
ism, however, has compelled him in
this crisis to break away from Sir Wil
frid and his open surrender to racialist
pressure from Quebec.

If Mr. Pardee deserts Sir Wilfrid, as
seems practically certain, he will take
with him practically the entire con-
tingent of Ontario Liberals.

At four o’'clock this afternon Hon.
George P. Graham wired his resigna-
tion as editor-in-chief of the Montreal
Herald-Telegraph, which is opposed to
compulsory equal service. A caucas
of the opposition, called by Sir Wilfrid
Laurier tomorrow morning, is expect-
ed to see a definite cleavage in the
party, while it was reported tonight
on the highest authority that the break
will come in the form of a resolution
to be moved by Chief Whip Pardee,
seconded by Mr. Frank Carvell, that
Sir -Wilfrid Laurier resign the leader-
ship of the party and be succeeded by
Hon. George P, Graham.

This resolution will be voted down
by the caucus for the reason that Que-
bec, French-Canadian vote is predom-
inant in the party, but it will serve the
purpose of dividing the party into two
camps, an English speaking group
dedicated to support all measures des
signed to promote the causes of the
Wwar, and another group made up chiefe
Iy by Sir Wilfrid Laurier and represens
tatives from Quebec,

Ottawa, June 7.—(Leased wire)—In,
expectation of a statement by the
Prime Minister and the leader of the
opposition regarding the mnegotiations
which have been taking place between|
them with regard to the formation of!
a coalition government and the com<
pulsory military service measure, &
large crowd gathere# at the temporaryt
parliament building this afternoon.
Before 3 o'clock the stairways and ens
trance hall were crowded and when tha
doors of the chamber were opened af«
ter " prayers there was a rush to the
galleries. In a few minutes all the
available standing room was occupied.
The excitement extended to the mems
bers themselves and they were all im
their places at the opening. So muchy
noise prevailed that it was several

to P
nent bridges, $560,000.00. Oontingent
liability on bonds guaranteed, $3,013,-
000.00—total, $20,665,960.86

This does not include any liability
for the road from Centreville to An-
dover.

The Valley Rallway.
Hon. Mr. Robi inuing ex-

inutes before the Speaker called the
House to order.

There was a dead silence when on
the orders of the day the Prime Min<
{ster rose. He simply announced that
the Conscription Bill would be brought’
down on Monday, and then sat down.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier enquired when the

plained that the estimated cost of the
Valley Railway from Centreville to
Andover for which the contract had
been let was not Included in this

statement
5""*‘.‘4"’"""““"" fair &
ot the Mabllities of the

ored the
condition of the province at the pres-
ent time.

The regrettable iliness of the Hon.

Provincial Secretary Treasurer had| the

made it necessary that one of his col-
leagues be chosen to perform the duty
(Robinson) had accepted the

province as he was able to place be-
fore the people. He had not forgot-
on the other side of
and had no desire to mis-
represent the finanalal condition ;of
the province. The crown lands and
minés belonging to the province were
lundmbteﬂy of great value.
T —

d reading would take place. The
Premier replied that he could not say
but he would like to proceed with the
measure “with as much expedition as
possible.”

Nothing was said by either leaders
and the House regarding Sir Wilfrid's
refusal to join a coalition government,!
Therp was a party from govertiment
house on the floor of the chamber, in-
cluding two daughters of the Governor
General and Sir Robert Borden walked
over to them and with a smile ac-

quainted them that he did mnot :
there was anything worth “witile.
ng fory %

"
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