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New problems of military and naval
strategy and new theatres of war by
land and sea will engage observers of
the Buropean war if Italy's irreden-

" tists shall lead the nation into conflict
with Austria. The province of Tren-
tino, the peninsula of Istria, the Dal-
matian Islands, and the upper Adriatic
will share in military interest with
Flanders, Alsace, Poland, and the
North Sea. Considerations that urge
Italy toward war against Austria—
thé wish of the irredentists to free
Italians Hving under the Austrian rule
fn the provinces, and a human, if ap-
parently mercenary, eagerness for ter-
ritorial expansion, for complete con-
trol of the Adriatic—have been thor-
oughly set forth in the accounts of
Prince yon Bulow's efforts in Rome.
It armed conflict comes, what will be
the new theatres of war?

What disposition would be made of
thé 1,000,000 men that Italy could be
expected to add shortly to the Allies’
etréngth could only be the subject of
conjecture. Italy has had months in
which to perfect war plans as for the
disposition of troops. If an impasse
were c¢reated for the Austrian or Ger-

invader in the Alpine approachés

taly, and a moderate-sized :army

on the eastern frontier aleng

the valley of the Isonzo to check a
very improbable Austrian offensive
at that point, a large body of Italian
troops would be available where they
would do the cause of the Allies most

italy’'s War Equipment

But this is unlikely. The Italian
quarrel is not primarily with Ger
many, and better results could be had
from pitting. Itallan troops against
Austrains in an offensive movement
in the Istrian littoral. Or, it is con-
celvable that the Italian troops might
be used to advantage in the campaign

—ggainst Turkey, perhaps in the efforts
directed against Constantinople, for
the Turks are reported to have mass-
ed an army of 200,000 men on the Gal-
lipoli peningula to defend the “appro-
achs to Constantinople. A Franco-
British expeditionary force is expect-
ed to take the fleld against them. Two
or three hundred thousand Italian
troops, or half that many, would sim-
plify enormously the problem of the
Alljes.

Current references multiply the
number of Italy’s available troops. in
times of peace her standing army
numbers about 260,000. Her first aid
second reserves, which ought to be in
the way of mobilizing rapidly, would
bring this figure to something over a
million, Back of that Italy's military
resources must be guessed at. Even-
tually her so-called territorial militia
might be whipped into shape, so that
Nearly a million more soldiers are to
be regarded as a potentiality. For
thesé latter the only arms available
probably would be those several hun-
dred thousand old-style Vetterli rifles
which Huerta endeavored to buy for
Mexico. The infantry of the line are
armed with a 6.5 millimeétre Mann-
licher Carcano magazine rifle, and the
field artillery is in process of being
equipped with the 76 millimetre De
Port gun. In siege guns, the Italians
are strong. Tests made during the
present month with their new 305
millimetre siege cannon are said to
have demonstrated their superiority
to the famous Austrian gun of like
size. A number of these guns fresh
from the trials at Spezia are ready
to be put into commission.

The character of the frontier which
Austria presents to Italy severely lim-
its the fleld of military operations, if,
indeed, it does not insure from the
outset a deadlock except along the
valley of the Isozo. The ordinary lines
of communication between Italy and
Austria are through Alpine passes,
which admit of defence by hundreds

ps against armies. Tunnels and

es once dynamited would check

anNnvasion for months. The railroad
rToute from Verona to Trent, thefice
north through the Tyrol by the Bren-
mer to Innsbruck, is the only practi-
cable one for an invading army in
elther direction. Along this line the
Avstrians have many defences. Ce-
ment platforms at commanding po-
sitlons are even now being utilized in
mounting heavy guns. In addition,
masked batteries are being put in place
to oppose every foot of an advance up
steep defiles. Squads of Russian pris-
oners and Galician refugees are re-
ported to be at work already digging
trenches in the Trentino district,
where the Italian offensive is expect-
ed

‘" This Trentine approach is also that
alobg ‘which Italy fears a sudden at-
tack by a German force upon one of
her rich cities of the north. For none
of the other familiar ways Into Italy
are open. The road from Turin to
Parls by the St. Cenis tunnel leads
directly into French territory. The
Simplon tunnel route from Milan
through the Alps crosses Switzerland
as does the St. Gothard route from
Milan to Lucerne, and the preparations
ugde by the determined Swiss to main-

B their neutrality effectually bar
that way. The Tivino, the valley
through which the last route passes
and which was so often the highway of
opposing ermies in the Italian wars,
is not likely to have a place in the
record of the impending struggle.

To block the Trentino route Italy
would be able to mass what troops she
has mobilized with little delay, and
she would be certaln to occupy the
BArrow mountain passes as her first
move. For, once the Ttalian frontier is

lery depot in Italy; at Venice and st
Alessandria. There are defences of a
sort at Verona and

ded with fortified places. But as the
commission of 1902 reported, these
defences are very far from being mod-
ern or adequate,
On the eastern frontier, Austria
might force the fighting, where she of
a mind to anticipate Italy's first move.
For the two or three railroad arteries
leading from the heart of Austnia and
Hungary emerge from mountain defiles
upon the low coast lands well within
the boundaries of the dual monarchy.
These plans offer a suitable theatre in
which to assemble an army quickly,
and Ttaly has no defences on the arti-
ficial boundary line running down to
the sea from the Jullan Alps. This
very point might well be selected by
Italy for a forward movement. Rail-
roads of northern Italy are numerous
enough for a rapld concentration of
troops there by roads crossing the
frontier from Udine and 8. w.orgio into
the district about Trieste. This move-
ment could be expedited by use of the
very fair high roads leading into the
Austrlan peninsula. With the co-oper
ation of an Italian fleet this form of
attack by Italy, especially were it
prompt enough to cut off the defend-
ers’ communications in the rear,
might well put the whole Istrian prom-
ontory into the hands of the invaders.
Pola, however, is strongly fortified
against land attack.
One should not be misled by the
existence of several railway lines
from this quarter leading to Vienna
and Budapest into believing that an
Italian army could seriously threaten
those cities, quite unfortified as they
are. It is true that the distance from
Venice to Salzburg via Val
lach is only 800 miles, or twelve
hours by express, and that Vienna
itself is but 400 miles away, or a mat-
ter of fifteen hours. The Tauern rail-
way, opened in 1909, runs trains be-
tween Berlin and Trieste in twenty-
two hours, and the Karawanken rail-
way, opened in 1906, between Vienna
and Tnieste, in eleven hours. The
‘Hungarian railway covers the distance
from Fiume to Budapest via Agram in
about thirteen hours. But, notwith-
standing these communications, so
completely do the mountains shut off
the Austrian and Hungarian interiors
that invaders could be easily with-
stood.
Of the character of these approach-
es it may be noted that on the Kara-
wanken line 47 tunnels and 727 brid-
ges, 50 of them of good size, are en-
countered between Trieste and
Klagenfurt. Only about fifty miles
out of Trieste, the railway enters the
gorge of the Isonzo, after crossing that
river on a stone bridge 270 feet long,
118 feet high, with a central arch
280 feet in width. This gorge extends
for miles necessitating two tunnals
and two viaducts in its course. The
road finally leaves it by a steep ascent
of the right bank through a series of
tunnels. Not satisfied with these
natural impediments to a hostile army
the Austrians have fortified Malbor-
geth Predil Pass and other points
farther along the roads into Carin-
thia.

italian and Austrian Navies.
The primary effect of a belligerent
attitude on the part of Italy would
undoubtedly be felt at sea. The pow-
erful Italian fleet now assembled =t
Taranto, near ‘the heel of the Italian
“boot” would have two alternatives.
It could join the allied squadrons now
attempting to force the ardanelles
and capture Constantinople, or it
might combine with those which have
the Austrians bottled up in the Adriat-
fe, and begin' aggressive measures
against Pola, Trieste, or Fiume.
Italy has witnessed since the war
with Turkey, and the struggle in the
Balkans, a great expansion of her
navy. The first Meediterranean Pow-
er to take up construction of Dread-
noughts, ‘ship for ship, she may be
reckoned today a stronger naval pow-
er than Austria, Italy is credited with

at Casal tft
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such good purpose by Radetzky in g
1848—and the basin of the Po ls stud-

 Genoa, Monte Argentaro,
Italy’s own facilities for warship

construction are good.
The Ansaldo Company, wg::? is con-
solidated with the British firm of Arm-~

ers-Terni concerns have shipyards re-
spectively, at La Foce snd Leghorn,
and the latter has gun and steel works
at Terni Variouks companies manu-
facture torpedo craft at Naples.

Austria’s Naval Defence

Of most interest, however, if Italy
espouses the cause of the Allies are
Austria’s naval defences. For so com-
rletely do the French and English
equadrons control the Mediterranean
that Austria can never hope to do
more than keep her ships within the
protection of her fortifications and de-
fend her naval arsenals as best she
may. For such a contingency, the
Austrian government, in spite of lean
years and curtailed navy  appropria-
tions, has made effective preparation.

Austria hag five Dreadnoughts and
she will add another with the comple-
tion of the Szent Istvan, launched in
January 1914. These vessels with
several of the pre-Dreadnought type,
and a few antiquated cruisers—a
class of war ship of which, it appears
Austria has never felt the need—are
In the upper Adriatic, presumably
bottled up in the vicinity of Pola, it
not within the shelter of its fortifi-
cations. Since war began, Austria
has lost two vessels to the French,
squadron which dogged them to their
retreat: the Zrinyi, a battleship carry-
ing four twelvednch guns, and the
Zenta, a torpedo cruiser. Austria’s
weakness in cruisers and destroyers
is offset in some degree by torpedo
boats of which class she has fifty-
eight built, and twenty-seven building.
It would seem that she relies particu-
larly on these little craft and subma-
riens of which she has ten, and is
building four, for carrying out her de-
fensive tactics in the narrow waters of
the upper Adriatic. Afr craft are also
being utilized as fleet auxillaries in
scouting and mine-laying.

Pola, is the key to the Austrian de-
fence on the sea. There is a coaling
base at Teodo, on Cattaro Bay; Santa
Caterina Island is an aviation station,
and Sebenico has recemtly been made
a naval base. But Pola, at the pro-
truding point of the Istraian peninsu-
la, ig the Austrian stronghold. It
stands at the apex of the triangle
made by the promontory. Trieste and
Fiume are at the other two corners,
each distant a five or six hours jour-
ney from Pola, on small coastwise
steamers. ' A railroad connection be-
tween Pola and Trieste cuts this time
down almost one-half. These two
seaports are the windows of the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Empire, and almost as
indispensable to her ally Germany.
For the dual monarchy to relinquish
them, would mean signing its death
warrant.

The Austrians have, therefore, done
wonders for Pola since it became their
chief base in 1848. And while few
military secrets are better guarded
than Austria's frontier defences, it
may be said that with the assistance
of submarine and aircraft, Pola is vir-
tually impregnable. Its commodious
harbor, almost land-locked, has been
enlarged so that it easily contains the
entire Austrian fleet, It is divided
into two basins by a cabin of small
islands. The entrance is strongly de-
fended, and an extensive system of
fortifications on the bills enclosing
the harbor insures complete protec-
tion. There is a good roadstead in
the large channel of Fasana, which
separates the mainland from the Bri-
onian Islands. The marine arsenal of
Pola is a vast establishment with all
the requisites for a large fleet. Artil-
lery laboratories and powder maga-
zines are situated on the north shore,
and behind the arsenal is San Poli-
carpo, with huge barracks and hos
pitals.

Trieste, eighty-six miles northeast

‘The Supremer Test
of a Healing Agent

Psoriasis or Chronic Eczema

itehing of Psoriasis for five years, an
being told by physicians that she coul
not be cured,
Mrs Massey

d

turned to Dr.
Chase's Olnt-
ment and was
entirely cured.
You will find
this letter inter-
esting, and will
not wonder that

reached by en Invader, the defences|

Dr. Chase’s Ointment Was Used.

f;r ‘!d)r. vl.." omtg:ut ? This
should convince you t &s & cure
for ecsorna and all forms of itehi;
skin disease 3 ’'s Olntm..li
stands supreme, Put to the test
60c a all dealers, or ‘EBdmanson,
Bates .« Limited, Toronto,

Defied All Treatment Until

After suffering with the terribleTfered with wh

psoriasis,

me, even on my face and head,
;x;: itching ":ld b;nrnln oy

P used eight xes of .
Chase’'s Ointment, and I am :MD:o
say 1 atn: ;::uroly o;and. not & sign of
& sore to be seen. I can hardly praise
this ointment enough.” -

Can you éhmlllno & more severe test
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" | price by Fruit-atives Limited, Ottawa.

opportune and much appreciated..
MAY LOSE A LEG.

Hannes l(olqh:—hn of 1

who is considered the greatest

tried to doctor himself. Two weeks
ago an infection set in. The Finn's
leg is swollen to the hip and he is in
great pain.

At his home in South Brooklyn yes-
terday it was said that he is suffering
from a bad case of blood-poisoning
and that an operation was necessary.

WHEN LONG BREATHS HUAT YOUR SIDE
BUB SORENESS AWAY WITH “NERVILINE"

Prompt Action Often Pre-
vents Pleurisy or
Pneumonia.

—

Do long breaths hurt you? Try it,
and see. If you notice a wheeze or a
catch in your side, them be sure
trouble exists.

Proper action consists in a vigorous
rubbing of the back, chest and sore
side with “Nerviline.” This wonder-
ful liniment sinks into the tissues
where the pain is seated—gives in-
stant relief. That catch disappears,
all sense of soreness goes, and you

With Flume the situation is simflar.
1t 1s & royal free town, with a good |
trade, and'a long history as a war port,
ot S e part of Hansany ke |. Acadia Bulletin, Woltville, N. 8.:
19/0. Nts transportation = connections At the last meeting of the Board of
W Governors, while discussing plans for
are good. The great Maria Louisa
Fbad to Karlstadt was built through | ®PU11ding, the Board was much en-
the hi in 1809, and
two rallways were opened in 1873—
the Hungarian State Railway to Kron-
stadt, gnd -a branch from the railway
from Vienna to Trieste. The latter city
is seventy miles by rail from Fiume.
About one-half of Fiume's population
of 40,000 s Italian,

The harbor of Fiume has been im-
proved since 1802 by comstruction of
& mole and the enlargement of quays
and breakwaters. One of its industrial
establishments is -the Whitehead tor-
pedo factory, and the Danubius Ship-
building Company, where two cruisers
are now being built. Another cruiser
is under construction at the Cantiere
Navale Yard at Monfalcone.

While these three arsenals and
storehouses of the dual monarchy will
undoubtedly be the chief objectives
in any Italian naval campaign, they
will be able to check for a consider-
able time any assault from the sea. It
is worth noting, however, that else-
where on the iDalmatian coast, Aus-
tria's enemies would be able to gain
a foothold with comparative ease, once

e

_ Chatham, Ont, April 3rd, 1913,

Some two years ago I was a great
s om Indigestion, One day
my eye caught a billboard of “Fruit-
a-tives’' and I said to myself “if Fruit-
a-tives will build me up like that, it
is good enou for me.” I bough
some, taking these wonderful
tablets for only three weeks, I found
myself wonderfully improved. In a
short time longer, I cured myself en-
tirely. .case was no .light one,
either, Gas would often form in my
stomach and I was in daily fear that
it would get around my heart and kill
ves” is the only rem-

me. ;
edy for Indigestion.”
o C. T. HILL.

50c. a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size 25c.
At all dealers or sent on receipt of

A GENEROUS DONATION.

then know that Nerviline has probably
saved you from pleurisy.

Just try Nerviline for chest tight-
ness, coughs, aches and soreness—
it's a wonderful liniment, and when
kept in the home saves the family
from lots of ills and suffering. A
large bottle on hand makes the doc-
tor's bill- mighty small, and can be
depended on as a reliable and mighty
prompt cure for rheumatism, sciatica,
lumbago, pleurisy, stiff neck, sore
muscles, and enlarged joints.

Get the large 50c. family size bottle;
it is far more economical than the
25c¢. trial size. Sold by dealers evers-
where, or direct from the Catarrho-
zone Co., Kingston, Canada.

S——

along the coast line, is' the modern
jewel of the Adriatic, long coveted by
Italy. Trieste now all but monopolizes
the trade of that sea. Vast sums spent
recently on harbor improvement, and
the completion of the railway over
the Tauern Mountains providing a
greatly shortened trade route, have
brought this about. That she was once
a part of Venetian territory is a thing
Italians have pever forgotten, nor can
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)rder Your Daily Paper
~ Now!

HE GREAT ADVANCE AGAINST GERMANY will, it is believed,
commence in a very few weeks. No one can afford to be without the latest
news of these world-stirring events.  Kitchener's new army is now in

France.  The Canadians are there. Our New Brunswick boys are drawing nearer
and nearer to the firing line.

You want to know about them, about the battles in which they may be en-
gaged, and the successes which may attend their efforts.

This news can reach you only by means of a daily paper. There is none
better than The Standard, nor any which can be so promptly obtained at so low a
price. The Daily Standard is sold by mail oulside the city of St. John at Three
Dollars per year. We are, for the purpese of reaching those who may not be per-
sonally acquainted with this paper, making

AN EXCEPTIONAL OFFER

For a short time, we will give to bona fide new subscribers

The Daily Standard |

Two Dollars for One Year

This is for new subscribers only. The following coupon must be used

THE STANDARD, St. John, N. B.

Enclosed find Two Dollars, for which send me The Daily

Standard for one year as per your special offer. I am not taking The
Standard at present.

Name

Address

Date

1915

Cut out the coupon, fill in the name and address, enclose two dollars and
mail at once to

The Standard Limited - St. John

‘DO NOT DELAY. This offer will shortly be witdrawn. You need a
daily paper—you cannot find one better than The Standard.

ORDER IT NOW!




