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*AFRAID OF DISSOLUTION.
[ o

«We believe that before the House
meets a sufficient number of members
will have declared themselves opposed to
the government to give the opposition a
sufficient majority on a want of con-
fidence to demonstra'te that a dissolu-
tion is not necessary.”

The above sentence is from the Col-
cnist, which has repeatedly declared that
Mr. Turner can no longer be considered
a factor in British Columbia public af-
fairs, and where the leader is there must
his late colleagues in the cabinet also be.
In an interview Mr. Macpherson told the
Colonist representative that he would not
vote with the government if they brought
in certain legislation that he was inform-
ed they were going to bring in, but he
made it quite clear that he was still a
supporier of the government .and an un-
compromising opponent of the Turnerites,
merely reserving to himself, as all repre-
sentatives do, his right of private judg-
ment in regar.d to measures which more
immediately affect his constituents. In
the face of this interview the Colonist!
cnce more reiterates the opinion that the
opposition, in the improbable event of thg
government being defeated, could gather
support enough without a dissolution to
form a government and carry on the af-
fairs of the country. In that case Tur-
per, the impossible, would once more be
the ruler and it would not be necessary
to call onethe unknown strong man to
form a ‘‘business’” administration. Among
the chief supporters of this great aggre-
gation would be Mr. Joseph Mar_tin and
Mr. D. W. Higgins, as the Colonist,
which in- political affairs can be depended
on to adhere very strictly to the truth,
says the former is only waiting an op-
portunity to deal Mr. Semlin’s govern-
ment a blow in a vital spot, while the
latter has publicly annhounced, on what
appears to be very inadequate grounds,
that he will oppose the Semlin adminis-
tration. The spectacle of Mr. Martin
supporting a Turner administration’s
acts would create a political convulsion;
and if Mr. Higgins, after leaving the
Speaker's chair to denounce the policy
of his. old-time friends, and afterwards
successfully appealing to ‘the electors of
Esquimalt for support against a candi-
date of that party, once more takes. his
seat with the condemned of the people,
then we will have an example of tk_xlévex-
traordinary- dexterity of a politiclan’s
mind in adapting itself to new conditions.

The real situation seems 'to be that the
labor representatives in the Legislature
are inclined to a certain extent to sup-
rort Mr. Martin, while not withdrawing |
their support from the government;
therefore if the opposition and the labor
men led by Mr., Martin should by any
combination -of circumstances be found
voting together, Mr. Semlin might find
himself in'a minority, and -a dissolution
would surely follow. This is not likely to
occur; but it is a possibility, whereas the
idea of Mr. Martin or Mr. Macpherson
supporting a Turner administration is
absurd. The opposition are welcome to
all the comfort they cm{ extract from
the interview with Mr. Macpherson,
which is printed in to-day’s Times. It
does not contain one remark inconsis-
tent with the position of a supporter of
the government.

“‘MENDACIOUS LIARS.”
——o.——

We print Mr. Macpherson’s letter in
reply to the Colonist’s interview and the
affidavit of the interviewer; they:' are
worth giving as contributions to the cur-
rent political literature and not because
they prove very much on either side. The
report of Mr. Macpherson’s interview, in
our opinion, might be permitted to stand
as the views of that gentleman in so far
at least as his attitude towards the gov-
ernment was referred to therein, and
that is all that we are concerned with.
The Colonist correspondent no doubt
omitted a great deal that was said, and
gave a twist to what he published which
Mr. Macpherson will probably consider
unfair—it may perhaps even justify the
use of the term ‘“mendacious liar’” which
the member for Vancouver freely applies
to the writer of the “interview.”” But, as
we have already pointed out, very few
words, if any, were placed in Mr. Mac-
pherson’s mouth to which the members
of the government could object, and very
little was reported to have been said that
might not be said by any independent
government supporter. The fact is the
Colonist, like a drowning man catching
at a straw, seized hold of a few frank
statements by a loyal supporter of the
govarnment, who spoke of what he might
do if the government did something of
which Le did not approve, to sustain the

How would it be possible to avoid re-
storing the Turner regime if the Semlin
govarnment were defeated and a new ad-
ministration were formed from the mem-
bers now in opposition? The Colonist
claims this could be done without dis-

solving  the riouse. Wwhat SOrt or a gov-
ernment would it be without Turnerites
in it, or at least enough of them to give
it a distinct flavor of Turnerism?

vitations to a Turnerite convention to
be held at that place about the middle of
September.

Will Mr. Turner be invited to attend
the propoéed convention and assist at his
own deposition?

PACKING FRUIT.

el Yo

To the Editor: I have visited the more
important points between Calgary and
Winnipeg in the interest of the fruit grow-
ers of British Columbia and find that our
fruit would be very much more in de-
mand if the people could be assured that
it would arrive in good condition. Every
one says it is badly packed and the cry
is the same from the Rocky mountains

: to Winnipeg,

I have assured them that this fault will
-be remedied in future and I doubt not if
our fruit growers only take pains that
the results will be most satisfactory. At
present California fruit is getting scarce

there are no Oregon or Washington
plums on the market, one firm alone here
disp>sed of thirty carloads from Walla
Walla last year. - Now .they have ad-
vices that the supply an not possibly ex-
ceed five cars, probably not that.
There is quite an amount of Ontario
plums on the market here, but like our-
selves the Ontario: people have a great
deal to learn as regards packing, and the
consequence is that their fruit arrives
here .in very indifferent condition, also
the quality of their fruit is not up to the
standard of ours, either in appearance or
flavor. The fruit growers of British Co-

establish themselves on the prairies if
they look to their packing and the supply
holds out. If they only knew how much
depends on their efforts they would am-
end their ways. :

By giving this space in your valuable
paper you.will much oblige,

TOM WILSON,
. ‘Member of the Board of Horticulture.
Winnipeg, Aug. 2.

HOSPITAL BUSINESS.
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One of the pleasant features of last
night’s meeting of the board of directors
of the Provincial Royal Jubilee Hospital,
was the return to his seat of Mr. I. Brav-
erman, who reacheéd home on Saturday
last from a visit of several weeks’ dura-
tion to the Fatherland: : His  fellow di-
rectors accorded, Mr; Braverman a very
hearty welcome and on his part the new-
ly returned director emtertained the early
arrivals at the Imeéting with an interest-
ing description -of ‘the most striking fea-
tures of his trip. The contrasts afforded
by what the traveller saw in Eastern
Canada years ago and what he saw on
this trip and the almost incredible differ-
€nces between the prices of merchandise
in Victoria and Hamburg, involving an
equally stupendous contrast in wages,
provided excellent matter for conversa-
tion until a quorum was obtained.

President H. Dallas Helmcken took the
chair a very few minutes after the
usual time of commencement, there be-
ing present Directors Wilson, Crimp,
Braverman, Flumerfelt, Forman, Day,
Drury, Holland and Lewis, and Secretary
Elworthy. 3

The minutes of the previous meeting
having been read the secretary read com-

‘| munications as follows: From Dr. Hasell

asking for a week’s leave of absence from
August 30th, to complete his vacation,
Dr. Robertson acting as his locum
tenems. The request was granted.

The medical superintendent also notified
the board that he had succeeded in ob-
taining a successor to Mr. McPherson,
the male nurse, who has resigned his po-
sition, and the appointment of Mr. Min-
or, the new nurse, was confirmed. Mr.
McPherson intends going to the Phil-
ippines and it was decided to give him a
testimonial of recommendation.

The monthly pay roll amounting to $639
was passed for payment.

The tax collector having sent in his
usual blue paper requesting payment it
was suggested that the city might be
willing to donate to the hospital the am-
ount of the taxes, and Mr. Lewis moved
and it was decided that a committee con-

view.

The board then resolved itself into a
committee of ways and means, discuss-
ing various methods of collecting some
of the many outstanding accounts now on
the books, and it was decided to push
those debtors who are considered able to
pay.

The president suggested that it would
be admissable to revise the rules and by-
laws of the hospital and training school
and that a spécial committee consisting
of Directors Davies, Yates and Drury
and the president be appointed for that
purpose, and this was done. It was felt
that this' revision could be made the
means of removing some of the abuses
now existing, most of which appear to
grow out of the too prevalent idea that

untenable claim that the government was ' those who have the benefit of the hospi-

in a minority in the House. It was very
probably the use that was made of his
words raiher than the manner in which
they were reported to which Mr. Mac-
pherson objects most strongly. The lit-
tle incident, disgraceful though it be, has
done some good; it has shown the pub-
iic how tricky and mendacious are the
methods of the opposition in their des-
perate efforts to get back to power again.

The Colonist has said that it-would be
impossible to restore the Turner regime.
Here are its exact words:

“Tl:ere is a general concensus of opin-
ion that a new departure in British Co-
lumbia politics is much to be desired. A
proposal to restore the Turner regime
would not meet with a favorable résponse
from the people, Mr. Turner and his as-
sociates being regarded as representing
conditions that existed in British Colum-
bia before recent progress so completely
altered the position of the province.”

Now, what we would particularly like

tal treatment may conscientiously decline
to pay for the same.

Mr. Wilson presented an interim re-
port from the special committee appoint-
ed to confer with the representatives of
the trainmen of the E. & N. Railway
Company, explaining that a conference
had been held but no definite reply had

comm-tiee reported ‘progress and were
given further time.

Mr. Flumerfelt moved that a special
committee be appointed to consider the
question of standing committees, to name
and define the duties of those commit-
tees and report to the board. ,The chair-
man suggested that the special commit-
tee already appointed include this scheme
in their work, with the understanding
that Vice-President Flumerfelt by virtue
of his office would be a member of ‘the
committee. .

Mr. Holland differed from this view and

deal with the standing committees, con-
Lewis and Wilson with Vice President

Flumerfelt, ’
“This was all the business of public in-

to have our contemporary explain is this:

terest.

and consaquently  more expensive and,

lumbia can capture the market here and j

Yokohama
Fire Swept

Several 'Thousand Houses De-
stroyed in a Big Conflagra-
tion on August 12.

It Destroys the World-Noted
Theatre Street--Many Lives
: Lost

Another Great Fire Sweeps Away
Over 5,000 Buildings at
Toyama.

News was brought by the Empress of

destroyed and several lives were lost.
‘While the fire was confined to the na-
tive part of the city, it at one time

Japanese shipping centre. It had its
origin-in a batl house in the native
quarter. The cause could not be lear_'x;r
ed. Some said the keeper and his wife
quarrelled and the latter threw a Kkero-
sene lammp at him, while others assert
that the bath house employees were play-
ing cards in a shed adjoining, and over-
turned a lamp by accident.

The water being cut off at night—that

able, and that delay proved fatal. With
a fresh Southwesterly gale blowing the
fire advanced before the wind-by leaps
and bounds, while masses of burning
shingles and showers of sparks = were

appareni that the puny streams of wa-
ter thrown from the hydrants, after wa-
ter had been obtained, were utterly in-
adequate to stay the advance of the
flames, which, in addition to their ad-
vance before the wind soon: began to
spread laterally, and in a little while a
dozen streets were burning, Before long
it was clear that Isezakicho, the famous
Theatre street known. to all globe-trot-
ters and theatre-goers, was doomed. It
was one of the broadest, most animated,
and most picturesque streets of the na-
tive quarter, and contained five theatres
and countless shows, shooting galleries,
acrobatic  exhibitions, story tellers’
places, tea houses, restaurants and other
haunt® of pleasure. Most of the' build-
ings were of a character not calculated
to offer resistance to the flames, and be-
for long the whole thoroughfaré was one
huge furnace,

The fire by this time was rapidly ap-
proaching the creek which divides the

The Yokohama fire brigade fought hard
to keep it on the other side of the creek,

swept across, and many large buildings
went to feed the flames. A number of
lighters and sampans lying at the creek

persons were drowned by jumping from
them.

Four hours after the fire started it had
swept seventeen streets and destroyed
3,237 buildings. The insurance amounts
to 'over .three million yen. g

The loss of life has also been heayy.

deaths, and 17 persons severely injured.
Wiith regard to four of the fatalities re-

tionally shocking. Four men appear to
have entered a brick or fire proof store-
{ house to remove some of the goods, and

ers on at fire, who make a business of
going round with mortar and trowel to
plaster up the entrances of the brick
stores so as to make’ them air and fire
proof, cloged the door on the men inside
and cemented it up. When the door
was opened the bodies of the four unfor-
tunates were found, not burned indeed,
but suffocated and smoked like ham. Of

and three policemen.

homeless, Measures for relief were un-
der way when the Empress left.

sisting of Directors Wilson and Crimp |

wait upon the council with that end in'!

been ‘received from the railway men. The |-

a separate, committee was appainted to

sisting  of Directors Holland, Forman;

Terrible as was the fire in Yokohama' on
the 12th instant, the conflagration in
Toyama on the morning of the same day
was worse, for whereas only 3,027
houses were reduced to ashes in Yoko-

The Petition

China of a disastrous conflagration ati
Yokohama on the night of Satux‘day,.
Angust 12th, by which 3,237 houses were |

threatemed the extinetion: of the great |

is the custom at Yokohama—it was half ;
an hour before any. water was obtain-

i the ‘council to introduée 'such a by-law

borne along high up in the air, all over i
the settlement and harbor.’ Ft:-was soon:

native town from the foreign settlement. '

but their efforts were unavailing, ‘and. it :

side broke adrift in flames, and several

: Hack Stand Nuisance,

| calling the attention of the council to a the following proposition as to what they

The police have received reports of .11,

ported the cause of death was excep-,

| while they were inside one of the hang-'

the wounded men seven were firemen

Thousands of Japanese were rendered’

hama out of a total of probably thirty-.

troyed out of a total of twelve thousand.
Forty-nine streets were wiped out in
Toyama’s case, against twenty-eight in
! Yokohama’s.. Five hundred  godowns
{ were burned down at Toyama, and the
total loss of property is estimated at six
million yen. The reports are couched in
a despairing tone: they say that there is
no hope of the town’s resurrection.

little allment caused by inactlon of the

give positive relief.

—The remains of the late J. H. @Ril-
christ were interred yesterday after-
noon ir Ross Bay cemetery. The cor-
tege left Hayward’s undertaking par-
lors, the following gentlemen acting as
pall-bearers: George Butt, Charles Clear,
Arthur Parbery, William Drysdale, T.
Lester and William Murray. There was
a large attendance of the friends of the
deceased. Rev. D, MacRae, of Victoria
West, conducted the services.

A new woman’s club is to be started
in London .to which no one under six
feet in height will be admitted.

Constipation,
Headache, Biliousness,
Heartburn,
Indigestion, Dizziness,

Indicate that your liver
is out of order. The
best medicine to rouse
the liver and cure all
these {lls, is found in

Hood’s Pills

25 cents. Sold by all medicine dealers.

five thousand, Toyama had 5,337 des-:

liver. .Use Carter’s Little Liver Pills. The |
result will be a pleasant surprise. They '

| observation that this was a subjec gers as shall be found necessary for toe

| tainly they should be willing to assist and other conveniences necessary and suf-

|
{

{ even the Provincial Legislature has no

. consideration. ’

cther conveniences : ¢ Si
. ; such was the case, and suggested that s and maintain the same,
Not one in twenty are free from some |

hacks there and a tramcar passing, a
bicycle came along and knocked aged
persons down.

| 4 The motion that a special meeting of
{ : the coumcil be held to meet a committee
| Lald Uver , of the hackmen was then put and car-
| f ried, and Friday evening was set for the
! : meeting, the mayor saying he would no-
: ——— { tify the Transfer Co. of the decision, so
i that they might have a representative
delegation from the hackmen in attend-

City Council Takes Tiwe to Con-
sider the Angeles Ferry

| municate with the whole of those inter-
Scheme.

ested in the business.
Point Ellice Bridge Suits.

oy Like an echo from the past, and with
Alder: an Williams Charges His some unpleasant reminder of trouble yet

A 2 i In store, came two communications from
Colleagues With Burking ! legal firms in the city, Messrs, Drake,

the Scheme.

ana i s
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i
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'i Crease & Crease, both to the effect that
i their clients, suitors against the city in
; | connection with the Point Ellice bridge
A Contractor’s Extraord na-y Of- | disaster, were awaiting a settlement, The

fer--Fort St.ect Pa.vi-'\g De- i judgment of the Privy Council having

> | upheld the claimg of the litigants, the
bated--Sewer Extension. i lawyers asked the aldermen to make

i some settlement, their clients being not
—_— I unwilling to concede redsonable terms if
|

On two occasions last evening it re- g0 an atom of their rights if compelled
to avoid a stormy passage at arms be- tiom of their claims,

tween himself and AlM. Williams, the hBOt'h ’commumcat_ions were referred to
reprasentative of Centre Ward display- e elty 8 leg'al adviser to reply to.

ing considerable heat in regard to what: Sidewalks Needed.

he considered an injustice in the ex-' Messrs. Crease & Crease had another
penditure of money for sewer work, be- matter to bpng to the attention of the
lieving that his ward was being neg- ©°Uncil, reminding that body of the com-
jeleba ‘Sl in veaard 1o the tiuch’ filkea munieation addressed to them some time

5 ago asking about the laying of a r-
of Port Angeles railway scheme. Ald. .manent sidewaik on Cormorant streeﬁn

MacGregor and Williams, who have front of the stores occupied by some
been closely identified with the Port Chinf‘ie x;lerc}xauts, clients of the writ-
Angeles ferry scheme, fought very €IS If the city was not prepared to lay
strongly for the introduction of a by- g‘k_lﬁlig?'l:lonrézzttr?gii:"alk the owners are
§ o, a proportion of the
law embodying the proposals of the pro- cost of laying wood A
motens, in consequence of a petition ask- 4 ying wooden omes,
ing for such: by-law being presented,’
signed by more than the necessary one-
tenth. The .mayor and several of the
aldermen, among them Ald. Hayward,
who was particularly definite about it,
held that there was no compulsion upon

some time ere the city is able to do the

! permanent twork, and suggesting it
would. be well to lay the wooden one,

Ald. Humphrey and Brydon favored

in J 2 gineer, but it was remembered that of-
be}’tl.glse the petltloln was re'celvid, m;m- cial has already reported upon it. More !
t”:u_lm,gvtl:ﬁt,the.:ddemin a'ﬁl ound t0 ;. 0uesion followed, Ald: MacGregor sug- '
exercise: their judgment, The mayor gesting that the engineer might be asked
also pointed out that there is a possibil- ¢/ report whether there is money avail- '
ity of a very large scheme being for- 4.7 .~ work. The mayor said there
mulated for connection via Point Rob- .o o enough out of the $5,000 voted
erts, and urged that action on:the Port g, . permanent sidewalks, and then Ald. |
Angeles matter be d'ef?f“-‘d until all the Cameron came up with the su estion |
other schemyes are considered. e

4 ! that in such case it would be better tol
Another point was made by his wor- .o o d i i :
it s Ahis o Tostl auatiitir on | the wfth 3 wooden sidewalk and have donc

mainland has expressed the opinion that "y 0o finally decided to inform the.

writers of the letter that unless the city |
laid the permanent. walk in a short time !
a w:ooden one would be put in the place
designated, |

powar to vote a bonus or subsidy to any
company for the purpose of establishing
a connection with another country.
These objections were ill received by
Ald. Williams, but they prevailed with Port Amgeles Ferry,
the majority, and the matter was laid F_rom Mr. Frank Higgins came the fol-,
over, no date being. set for its further lowing letter: ‘

Victoria, B. C., Aug. 28, 1899.

His worship the mayor called the usual  Gebtlemen:—I have the honor to inform
weekly meeting of the city counmcil to ¥OU that there has been deposited with the |
order shortly after the regular time, ¢It¥ clerk a certain petition signed by the
there being present all the aldermen, °WDers of more than one-tenth of the as- |
with the exception of Ald. Beckwith, S°Ssed value of real property in the city |
who is still absent from the city on Of Victoria, requesting your honorabie body |
business in the north, and City Clerk !0 submit to the ratepayers of the city a
Dowler and City Solicitor Bradburn. ,; PY-law granting to a company chartered |

The minutes of the last meeting hay- Under the-iaws of the Province or Domin- |
ing been duly read and adopted, the con- , lon a subsidy of $350,000, payable at the
sideration of communications was pro- rate of $17,500 per year for 20 years, in
ceeded with, i consideration of such company ‘operating

First came another protest regarding 2 steam ferry and passenger steamer be-
the | tween this city and the city of Port An-
1 geles In the state of Washington,

: ! Acting under instructions from the pro-
Mr. A. E. Wyld, assistant manager of p
the Bank of British Columbia, again moters of the company, I beg to submit

protest made by himself and Messrs. quel prepared to do and the work that they
Robert Ward & Co. sometime ago \l\ 1 undertvake in the event of such a by-
against the cortinuance of ‘the nuisance ..m receiving. the sanction of the rate-
on Fort street, below Government and P2¥ers.
immediately in front of their premises. Ferry Boat.—My ecllents will provide, op-
Mr. Wyld asked that some action be tak- ¢rate and maintain a twin screw ferry
en immediately to grant the desired re- Dboat with a capacity of ten (10) loaded
lief. ; i freight cars, or six to eight passenger
The mayor said there was no question coaches, and whatever quantity of broken
the matter would have to be.dealt with freight the requirements of the connection
sooner or later. As a temporary ex- Will call for, and run the same between
pedient, although only a temporary ome,i Victoria and Port Angeles one or more
it might be well to remove the express trips per day. The speed of such ferry boat |
wagons from their present stand to be- to be about nine (9) miles per hour, the
low Langley streét, and this would leave hoat to be constructed in such manner and
only the two hacks. Ald. Cameron to be of such dimensions as to be sea-
pointed out that hacks were standing on worthy and able to make the passage in
either side of the street so that there any weather; plans and specifications of
would be four, and nmot two, hacks left. such ferry boat to be submitted to such
Ald. Humphrey said he understood the. committee or committees as your honor-
people in the vicinity of the corner of able body may designate for their ap-
Yates and Government are circulating proval.
a petition asking the council to take  Steel Passenger Steamer.—To provide,
some action to relieve them from the tperate and maintain fully equipped, a'
nuisance at the corner of the ertchard steel passenger steamer of sufficient capac- |
House, and there was no ‘question that ity to accommodste the
something would have to be done 1o the said cities and also to carry all fast
grapple with the difficulty. ‘ freight and express matter between those |
His worship  suggested "it would be two points; said steamer to have a speed
well to appoint a special committee *0 of not less than eighteen (18) knots per
X‘Pf’1$le the arrangement of the hack stand pcur, and to be sufficiently seaworthy to
privileges. . make the passage in any weather; plans
Ald. Wiliams thought that when the .54 gpecifeatious of same to be snbmllttod
matter came up before the council on (; said committee or committees for their
a previous occasion his worship was go-' 55,5r0val.
ing to take some action to settle the 0 : . 2
trouble, but his worship could not call “Eﬁ(‘k(; ::;;(I_k* “:l;]:i"'“i";;]: b":md ’"df
to mind that he had undertaken any - e Raaiy i A e
such thing. Ald.. Williams persisted that 1 lay dswn such tracks and provide all

travel between

hat she s eSsary acex a-
the records be searched to find what Eilnul ‘,,l;“\i-\,?.;‘, l:‘t?;?}.fow“ t;m :un(wxmmodd
was decided to be done, but Ald., Mac- ‘f‘lit rrvi"ixt ,913_} ‘("h'.t 'fOLe it
Gregor came to the fromt with the trit as 2ht, express matter and passen-

which no one appeared anxious to face. complete handling of any and all business
He suggested, however, that as some- boeth for the present and future, and to
thing will bave to be done, the best wav purchase or lease sutficient 'ands and tide
would be for the council to meet a 'MdS In the city of Port Angeles to accom-
committee T(‘[‘)rosontiwn«z the hackmen 'n ultJ(lﬂ'tE’ such wharves, docks, slips and ter-
special session, and discuss the matter Minal facilities.

in all its bearings with a view to arriv- To purchase or otherwise acquire lands
ing at a solution of the problem. He &nd tide lands on the harbor front of the
was quite certain that none of.the alder- city of Victoria that shall be of sufficient
men were anxious to prevent these men acreage for terminal facilizies, and to build ;
from earning an honest dollar, and cer- wharves, docks, slips, freight sheds, depots

them in doing what was best for the in-. fcient for the accommodation of any and
terests of all concerned. | all Lusiness “the requirements of such con-
Ald. Stewart seconded the m(vtionl ncetion may necessitate and to maintain
made by Ald. MacGregor, saying there the same.
could be no question that the smell from The sald passerger steamer and ferry
the hack stand at the Pritchard House beat will connect with the Port Angeles
is a detriment to the surrounding pro- Eastern Rallway at Port Angeles, and my
perty. He agreed that no one wished clients agree to give to the city of Victoria
to deprive the men of the opportunity to Dby such passenger steamer, ferry boat and
earn their livings, but something must rallroad a transcontinental connection at
be done to remove the nuisance from the Olympia or other convenient points in the
prominent corners of the city streets, state of Washington that will be accept-
The mayor said there was only one able -to vour honorable body and ‘o the
hack stand in the city about which no citizens of Victoria in speed, comfort and
complaint ‘was made, and that was the convenlence, and to arrange throngh fares
paved one at the south-east corner of and freight rates, and thereby positively
Yates and Government, i establish an all rail route to and from this
Ald. Brydon called attention to another clty.
view of .the case. The way in which the My clients undertake to arrange with
hacks are placed at the corners of Yates their connections at Olympla or other con-
and Fort was a menace to public safety, venient peints for an interchange of traf-
and to his own knowledge, with the fic and equipment so that passengers can

. ance, it being quite impossible to com-
i

‘ Jackson & Helmcken, and Messrs, |

dealt with promptly, but unlikely to for-!

quired all his worship’s suavity and tact ¢o resort to legal process for a recogni-!

. Ald. Manregor and Ald. Williams |
agreed in pointing out that it may be !

referring the whole thing to the city en-!

: =
g0 threugh without transfer,

¢ from or to the Bast can  he

| through to or from Vietoria without § ‘
ing bulk. This arrangement wil| pe

ed later so as to embrace al] the te

tinental lines if possible,

My clients do not expect any pors;
the said subsidy to be paid rv; :Iu-l ‘
they shall have fulfilled and satisfy..
performed all their promises,
agreenents,

Should the by-law receive the fq,
copnsideration of the ratepayers .,
will proceed to incorporate their
unrder the laws of the I'rovince or 1]

minion and will agree tq complete
| undertakings and have then in

i order within one year from the (g,

signing the agreements, ‘

I am instructed to {nform your |
bcdy that my clients will undertake
 fray the usual costs incidenta] 1, .
| ting the by-law to the ratepayers,

{ I respectfully request your oy
body to give this matter your iy
aftention, as it is important

I clents should know your decision .-
carliest practicable moment, s
various -undertakings may be pusl

| early completion.

and

‘Al

contraet

FRANK HIG(G\y

i This was laid on the table until

{ in the evening, when the petition ; f
red to was read, and when that
of business was reached both were
up together,

The petition contained 475 signat
448 of which were those of ratepaj
representing $2,197,550 or more thap 1.
requisite ten per cent. of the tota] ...

taken

. sessed value of the real property in tha

| municipality.
One of the signatories, however, W.

Eden, addressed a letter to the council

advising them that although his name

would be found attached to the petition
. he was not in favor of bonusing

any

; company, native or foreign, and warn-

ing them not to make any mistake aboy:
that, either. ® This letter was receive]
and filed, but it furnished a text for a
subsequent remark of Ald. Hayward's,

| which was resented by the friends of the
| scheme, :

A[d. MacGregor opened the debate by
moving that the petition be received ang

. acknowledged, and the ecity solicitor in

structed to prepare a by-law embodying

: the, proposal to be submitted to the rate.
, bayers at as early a date as possible. In

making this motion Ald. MacGregor ex-
pressed the opinion that he was acting
in accordance with the custom when 2
petition of this magnitude was received,

Ald. Williams briefly seconded the mo-
tion.

The mayor said that before putting it
to the council he thought it would be
well for him to draw the attemtion of
the aldermen to the fact that grave
doubts exist whether the eouncil has the
right to pass such a by-law, and for that

: reason he thought it would be wise to

submit the matter to the city Solicitor for
an opinion. A prominent and eminent
legal gentleman on the mainland had
given it as his opinion that even the Pro-
vincial Legislature has not the right to
grant any bonus or subsidy to any rail-
way or other company for the purpose
of connecting with a foreign country.
If the Legislature has not that power
then certainly the city has not. As the
question has been raised it would cer-
tainly be well to have it definitely settled
before the council pledged itself to the
introduction of the by-law.

Ald. Stewart thought it was quite like-
ly that a legal gentleman in Vancouver
would be sure to advise that Vietorix
had not the right to do so, to prevent tte
city from gaining the mneeded connec-
tion.

The mayor said the lezal gentleman
referred to had not told him this, and
then Ald. Williams, with a show of im-
patience, said that if the lawyer had not
told the mayor personally, he had told
it in such.a way that it was bound to
come to his worship’s ears and he couid
tell it to the council.

“You are simply obstructing this
thing,” continued the now thoroughly
aroused alderman.

“Alderman Williams, Alderman Wil-
liams,” gently remonstrated his wor-
ship.

“Well,” replied that gentleman, “we
have waited here now long enough to
get this connection with the mainland,
and I shall certainly vote for the by-law
being submitted.”

The wmayor continued that it would not
be very long before a very impontant
proposal would be submitted to the
council looking to connection with the
mainland via Point Roberts, and it would
be wise to have all the schemes under
consideration at once before pledging
themselves to any particular one.

“Oh yes,” sarcastically chimed in

| Ald. Williams, “let’s have half a dozen

of them. You ‘wouldn’t have had one at
all but for this Port Angeles proposal.”

Ald. Hayward thought the motion to
submit a by-law altogether too prema-
ture. The scheme as formulated was
anything but complete and full of loop-
holes. A consultation with the promot-
ers would be needed, and the whole
thing required grave consideration. I
appeared that a proposal similar to this
had been submitted to the Committee of

i Fifty, but had been “turned down” by

that body, and now an agitation had been
set on foot to bring it up again by &
monster petition being presented to the
council. If the.scheme was not good
enough to commend itself to the (ommit-
tee of Fifty the signing of a petition.
even by ten per cent. of the ratepayers.
did not make it any better or mon
worthy of adoption. It would certainly
be acting the wiser part to take time
to consider the matter, especially as
there are other schemes, the Point Rob-
erts one for instance, and the two oth-
ers suggesting better communication by
steamboat with Vancouver, both «f
which are in the hands of committees.
or have been laid before the council. He¢
would favor this petition, involving the
whole Port Angeles scheme, being re-
ferred to a special committee for repori.
It was true that if this ferry were es
tablished with all the advantages prom-
ised by the promoters it would give Vic-
toria connection with the Washington
coast, but it will open up Washington.
and not our own territory. We can do
no trade over there, the tariff wall pro-
hibits it, and will continwe to do so. It
was therefore practically giving a bonus
of $350,000 for the purpose of buildinz
up the trade of that state. For himself
he would like more time to look into tht
matter, and he therefore moved that 2
special committee of three be appointed
to look into the matter and report back
to the board.

This was seconded by Ald. Cameron.
but Ald. Humphrey could not see the
advantage in appointing a committee. It
could be laid over, and although he had

bjection to the co
ggﬂj(:i ’:ﬁ: see the purp
by its appointment'. 7

Ald, Bryden asked if
oase that the promoter
1] the expenses of prep
king the by-law?

The mayor rgad thal
jotter stating this, and
eeded to say that the ¢
ko decide, as representa
Lvas which of all the se
o the most benefit to
waited a long timc: fo
team ferry, but still, £
ew weeks it would be
hat other schemes are
il, such as was submitf
hnstance. The offer of
Kenzie Brothers had be
pecial committee, and
hat committee he migh
were not yet in a positig
cKenzie not having
Y. all the schemes be k
et no decision be arr
-as known which would
enefit to the city. Thd
Hanger that if the city
p too much, when th
ame up, the citizens wd
ng to launch out to ta
t. At least, as there
-hether the city had the
his bonus, it would be
o satisfy themselves
ind then if they had'
Lould be in a better pos

Ald. Williams denied
ny other railway propd
t+ all. .AVhy should the
or a proposal of whic
hing? This was the (
ward proposal made. A
imply a matter of dod
here is nothing behin
Kenzie Brothers as fa
knew. He would not
he council wanted to de
Hefeat it.

The mayor said that
jie's proposal might be

Ald. Williams—Do yo
moment that MacKenzi
bood at all? It is only
he ©. P. N. offer.

‘Ald. Brydon thought
efer to MacKenzie Bros

Ald. Cameron secondd
rard’s motion, believin
hing to take time to cd
posal. He thotght t
he scheme would gain
y taking a little time
ittle. This was the firg
osal had come officially
il, and before they end
involving the giving aw
t was surely not unreas
ldermen should ask for
ko look into the matter
moters to ask for a sna
pxpenditure of such a s
n view of the possible
ifficulties with which th
rounded. In their own
nterests of the council
kterests of the city, some|
llowed before a decision
'hen other propositions
those of our own home fi
'n and committees appo
)ne committee had rep
cheme, from the compg
mess here, and their rep
een ‘acted upon. He
avor laying the matter
the immense responsibil
ny action.

Ald. Humphrey agreed
speaker. He did not bel
tions should be made aga
Brothers. He had neve

rm until they wrote to
week, but at the same
no justification for the
upon them. They had m|
inite offer, and were e
treatment.

Ald. Kinsman was not
ing the matter over, but
the ratepayers had petit
law, and the expenses
by the promoters. He
putting all these schemes
and letting the ratepaye
all at once, but he did 4
council had the right to
mit a by-law when askdg
was and the expenses pa
say he was going to su
Angeles scheme. When
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be a precedent, and o
would have to pay the co
a by-law.

Ald. Williams said thg
make the promoters pay
by-law vote.

The mayor said that ¢
per cent. of the ratepaye
by-law the council was
submit one.

Ald. Williams said
asked for this.

The mayor said even ifl
council must exercise its
Submitting the bydaw.

Ald. Williams was in
and wanted to argue th
ther the council could m
ters of a scheme pay
submitting a by-law.
Wworship proceeded witl
that the council was nf
obey the mandate of the
!he. ratepayers, said
avoiding the question an
one thing, when he (th
talking about something

Ald. MacGregor want
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