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HEARS THE LAST

OF EVIDENCE

IABOR ENQUIRY T0
CONSIDER THEIR REPORT

When Evidence With Report Will Be
Submitted to Board of
Trade.

(From Wednesday's Daily.)

The committee of the board of trade
nquiring into the guestion of shortage
f labor resumed its session this morn-
ing.

Mr. Moore, one of the directors of the

ctoria Chemical Works, was the first

give evidence, and in opening his
-emarks said that his firm had found
creat difficylty during the last two
vears or so in obtaining labor. True it
is that the work is very disagreeable,
and only such as Chinese will under-
ake,

Acrked if the work was healthy, Mr.
Moore replied: “It is the healthiest
kind of work.”

Continuing, Mr. Moore =aid that they
were now forced to pay $2.50 a day for
a white man, where formerly they em-
ployed a Chinaman at $1 per day.
Their establishment furnished continu-
ous work throughout the year, and em-
ploys about fifty men—forty whites and
ten Chinese.

Asked about competition, Mr. Macore
replied: ‘“We have no competition on
the coast except San Francisco. As a
specific instance I inight cite our trade
in muriatic acid with New Westmin-
ster. This article can be brought from
the East to New Westminster for ex-
actly the same cost of transportation
as we can deliver it in that city. Con-
sequently, with the advantage of
cheaper labor, they have compelled us
to withdraw from the trade.

Mr. Moore also stated that in the
present unsettled condition of affairs,
a man was taking a great/ risk to
launch any new concern or develop his
business to any great extent. He also
stated that: they had been compelled
by eastern competition to abandon a
large business with the State of Wash-
ington.

Asked if the inability of other firms
to obtain labor in any way effected his
firm, he replied that it did.

“Formerly,” sald he, “we used local
castings at 4%ec. per pound, but when
they were raised-to 5c., we sent to the
0Old Country because it was .cheaper.
We can get "a -casting *from Glasgow
under the present ~ conditions in -the
sanmre time if ‘not SQoner than from local
firms.. ‘In’ faef,"we are at the present
time sending there for a tremendous
lot of iron work which is coming here
finished and ready to be installed,”

Asked what result he thought the
prevailing shortage of labor would pro-

1
|

diff, and had only seen ane Chinaman

| before he left the Old Country, and he

'&W&s acting as an advertisement for a
t

ea shop. Many people who stay in
the Northwest, which ig being boomed
to the detriment of British Columbia,
would not stay on the other side of the

| Rockies if they only knew the c¢ondi-

duce, He replied that in his opinion ‘it

won't -stop manufacturing.
Sealing. Company.

Mr. Grant, managing director of the
Victoria Sealing Co., was the next
heard from. He stated that his particu-
lar business called for sailors of which
there was a great scarcity. These men
are signed on for 8 or 9 months.

“We are unable,” he said, *“ to get
them at any wages, no matter how
high; there are none to be .got.”

He also stated that’in’consequence of
the shortage of labor the cost of re-
pairing was much higher and that they
were unable to get the men to do the
work. As a consequence, their busi-
ness has been much curtailed. Asked
how conditions on this coast compared
with those in the east, he replied that
wages are much higher here than there.
Sealers hunting out of Halifax gét $1
ver skin, while the hunters from this
port get $4. Shipcarpenters in the east
get $2.50 to $3 a day, while a shipcar-
venter on this coast gets from $4.50 to
35.00. It costs more to live here than
in the east.

It has cost the sealing company 10
per cent. more this year to provision

the echooners fitted out than last year.
“We can fit out schooners in Halifax
from 25 to 80 per cent. cheaper than
here,,” Mr. Grant said.

Asked if he thought the increase in
wages
increased cost
“I certainly do.
cessarily

of living, he replied:

All local produce ne-
must be higher.”

Asked to suggest a selution, he said:
“Remove the head tax. The Chinese
have as much right to come here as we
have to go to China.”

The question was next asked if he
thought the province would have been
more prosperous if the $500 head tax
had not been placed on Chinese, he
teplied:

“Most decidedly, yes. 1
Chinese labor injuries white labor in
the least, and despite the Chinese
\vages have been higher here than in
iny other province.”

Capt. Barclay calied to correct a
ktatement made in the Colonist to the

don’t think

cffect that he was commissioned by the |

farmers of Duncans to represent them

it the investigation. He had come of

lis own accord. He felt sure, how-
he had expressed the sentiments

his locality.

A recent arrival from the Old Coun-

a day labarer in the city, was the |

if\l to_give evidence. He threw much
ht on the cenditions of the laboring
s and small. farmers of the Old
untry. He said_ British: Columbia
tloes not get a fair. share of the emi-
from England to Canada. He
4d himself visited Young’'s office in
wport, a Dominion government
agent, information as to the condi-
ons at Port Arthur and Vancouver.
‘We don't want you in British Co-
umbia,” replied the agent. ‘“We want
u in the Northwest.”
~L the people of the Old Country only
“new the existing conditions here they
ould be only too willing to leave and
me here, where they can do a great
al better than at home, he further
tlated.
Asked if there were
€ in the

‘rates

for

many  China-
Old Country, he replied that
'@ could only answer for & small area.
1e knew of one Chinese laundry in Car-

had anything to do with the!!

! plied that

| tions existing here.

Asked what he would recommend to

| advertise the province, he replied:

“In my opinion if the government

| were to appoint a man to give illustrat-

ed lectures on the province and who
would make a tour of the large centres,
British Columbia would receive all the
immigrants from the Old Country it
needs, and have no occasion to admit
Chinese.”

Mr."” Bullen, director of the B. C.
Marine Ry. Co., was the next to give
evidence, and stated that he could only
confirm what had already been sald.
This firm has experienced a very great
shortage of labor, in consequence of
which they were compelled to refuse
$100,000 worth of work. There was one
ship being built for the C. P. R. in the
Old Country at the present time, which
would have been built here, as the C.
P. R. are desirous of fostering the ship-
building industry of this coast.

“On an even footing we can compete
with Moran’s,” said he, ‘but we are
unable to compete with the Old Coun-
try under -any conditions.”

Asked to account for this he replied
that a ship constructed and fully
equipped in Britain can come into Can-
ada duty free, while the boilers or en-
gines that are being imported for a hull
bullt here cannot. There are several
other nations that have this right, and
are able to come here and enjoy the ad-
vantage of Canadian trade to the detri-
ment of the'local builders.

His firm had been greatly injured by
recent strikes. ‘“The men,” he said
“waited until we had the bottom .out
of the Princess Victoria, in' which con-
dition she would be unable to be takeén
to Seattle and then told us they had us
in a tight place and intended to keep
us there.

“Of all the unions, the ship carpenters
is the most exacting. For instance they
went on strike when we were bullding
the Prinocess Beatrice because we em-
ployed two carpenters from Vancouver.
These were union men, and belonged to
the union of Vancouver, which we our-
selves helped to organize.”

“A kind of boomerang,” interjected
Mr. Henderson.

Continuing, Mr. Bullen said:

: “Ours is an open shop, and we work
in harmony with the painters’ and
machinists’ union. The distinction be-
tween an open and closed shop is this:
An open shop employs both union and
non-union men, while-a closed shop will
employ no non-union men.

“The joiners, blacksmiths, ironwrights
and shipwrights are all on strike and
want nine hours’ pay for eight hours’
work. - Under the present ‘condition of
affairs it is-utterly impossible to figure
on a contract.” If we concede to the
men’s demands to-day what guarantee
bave we they Will not ralse them to-
morrow ?”’

The board adjourned at 1 o'clock.

——
(From Thursday & Daily.)

= Yesterday afternooav the committee
of enquiry into the:shortage of labor
ques;ion, examined its last witness.
This was Mr. A. Gonnason, of the Capi-
tal Planing Mills,  who gave informa-
tion in respect to the shortage question
from the standpoint of a mill man, He
pointed out that the scarcity of labor
at present experienced was the prim-
ary,.cause for the high price placed on
all mill products. In regard to the 8-
hour day, Mr. Gonnason sald eight
hours is too short a day within which
a large concern can start up and
operate.

If the eight hours bill, introduced in-
to the House by Mr. McInnes, be pass-
ed, it will have the effect of Aforcing
the price of all mill products
higher, and finally rendering it im-
possible for local mill men to compete
in the export trade with the mills on
the other side, which work ten hours
a day.

Mr. Bullen: “Do you believe the 8-
hour day originated in the attempt to
furnish the unemployed with ' work
during dull times?”

Mr. Gonnason: “It undoubtedly had
its origin in that way during the dull
times—ten or twelve years ago. Times
were very slack then, and it was ad-
visable to shorten a day's.labor in or-
der to make a job last longer and thus
keep the men at work, when they
would otherwise be idle. Now, how-
éver, conditions are reversed, We have
more work than we can attend to,
working day and night, and with the
present shortage of labor the 8-hour
day would only complicate matters.

“It is immaterial to us locally,” he
continued, ‘“whether we work eight or
ten hours a day, as the purchaser will

| have to stand the extra expense, but
i in our export trade we would be great-
{ly hampered, and I might say forced
| to retire from the field of competition.”

Mr. Paterson then asked: ‘“Could a
mill work to better advantage with
two shifts during the 24 hours instead
of one?”

“No,”, was the answer, “I don’t think
so. It is impossible to work to so good
advantage at night as in the day time.”

Asked with regard to his experience
with Hindus, Mr, Gonnason replied that
he had only had six in his employ, and
these for a few months only, and from
what he could see he did not find them
as good as Chinamen. He thought,
however, that with sufficient experi-
ence they would prove preferable to
Chinese.

Asked if the business could be con-
ducted with white men only, he re-
he had no doubt that were
white men only to be employed mat-
ters would finally adjust themselves so
that whites could be found to do all
the work. The mill owners would,
however, be compelled to pay double
the price for cheap labor they do at
present.

In America the work is done for the
most part by Scandinavians, who are
a very sturdy race, and were a similar
class obtained here they would do
much to relieve the situation, and
greatly aid the lumbering industry,

Mr. Gonnason gave much other
formation on the length of time, the
number of hours a day and cost re-
quired to operate a large plant,

The meeting then adjourned, the last
of the evidence which will be tran-
scribed in about a week being finished
at 4 o'clock, When rewritten the evi-
dence will be submitted to the com-
mittee for consideration.

A report will then be drafted and
presenied to the board.

in-

still |

VICTORIA

THE GROWTH OF
RAILWAY TRAFFIC

SIR T. SHAUGHNESSY
ON THE SITUATION

Canadian Pacific Has Spent Im-
mense Sum In Effort to
Handle Business.

Winnipeg, April 17.—The text of a letter
aadressed by Sir Thomas Shaughnessy to
Sir Wilfrid Laurier in-February last deal-
ing with the efforts made by the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Company to meet the
rapid development of the country, was
made public to-day, and is as follows:

“I saw the other day newspaper reports
of a meeting of the Winnipeg Board of
Trade, at which the railways were severe-
ly criticised for their failure to furmish
cars and move traffic with suitable

promptness, one member attributing the
alleged shortage of cars and other
facilities to the fact that the
transportation companies were filling their
own coffers while neglecting the country,
and I believe similar meetings were held
at other points and representations were
made to the government, 8o the subject is
likely to receive some attention in parlia-
ment. Therefore I feel it my duty to
place before you some information - that
may be of use in dealing with a

Matter of Such Isportance

to the business community and to the
transportation compaanjes a. well. We
recognize to its fullest extent the obliga-
tion imposed upon railway companies that
receive from parliament their charters
and attendant privileges to serve the pub-
lic truly and well, and if, through any
fault of their own, they fail to do this,
they deserve the severest criticism.

*I do not believe there is any disposi-
tion on the part of the Canadian railway
companies to deny the facts, I think they
admit they have been unable at times to
move all the traffic offering with a desir-
able degree of promptness, because the
volume at such times was in excess of
their facilities, and they may be properly
asked why was this the case? Why have
you not the requisite facilities? The ship-
per must depend on you, and if he has
goods ready to forward it is your office
and your duty to transport them without
delay.’

“In the present instance the railway
company calls the attention to the ab-
normal development that has taken place
in the country during the past five years,
a development that has resulted not only
in a vast

Expansion of the Traffic

to be transported, but has increased a
hundred fold'the difficulty about getting
men and material to dd the work neces-

| sary to enable the rdailways to handle it.

. “Cars and locomatives were not the
nly essentials. . Increased c¢rossing sid-
Ings ‘were required so"that a - greater
number of trains. could be moved over-a
given section. each . twenty-four hours.
Terminal yards, roundhouses, shop -+nd
freight houses had to be enlarged and ad-
ditional water service to be provided.
Then there was the roadbed of tae rall-
way to be strengthened and improved, in
order that it might be able to bear the
strain’ of the additional tonnage that it
was required to carry, and a thousand and
one other works were rendered neces-
sary.

‘““Have our railway companies been
executing these works during the past
five years, or have they, with indifference
to public convenience and for their own
increased profit, been taking advantage
of the great augmentation of the revenues
regulting from these brisk conditions
without spending the necessary money to
do whatever lay in their power to provide
the

Additional Rolling Stock

equipment and the requisite extension of
their facilities to meet the situation?

“I can answer for only one railway
company. At the end of the year 191 the
Canadian Pacific company had 732 loco-
motives and 23,473 freight cars. At the
end of 1806, five years later, the company
had 1,283 locomotives and 37,647 freight
cars, so that in flve years there was an
increagse of 472 locomotives and 14,9%
freight cars, or about seventy per cent. in
each case, without taking into account
the fact that each locomotive and each
car was of much greater capacity than
those previously in service. These with
the passenger cars and other rolling stock
equipment purchased and builf, or in the
process of construction at the end of the
year, represented an expenditure approxi-
mating $28,000,000. During the same five
yvears the outlay for other facilities, such
as line improvements, shops, roundhouses
and other works is calculated to total
$73,000,000, and these figures. understand,
are quite exclusive of $35,000,000 spent by
the company in these same years for the
construction of new lines to further

Develop the Country

and for steamships to strengthen Can-
ada's position on the Atlantic ocean. For
these latter purposes another class of
security is issued, while the cost of equip-
ment and additions. and  improvements
were met by sale of the company’s stock,
which realized more than its face value,
and by appropriations from the company’s
cash reserves.

“8o that during these five years in their
endeavor to meet the most gratifying
growth of the company’s business, the
shareholders of this company put back in-
to the property cash to the large amount
of '$72,000,000, an average of over $14,000,000
per annum, or about two and a half times
the sum that they had recelved during
the same period in dividends on their
shares. When one takes into account the
labor, the material and the orgdnization
necessary to judicially expend sueh a vast
sum of money in five years, the marvel
i that so much was accomplished, but
more would have been done if it were pos-
sible. Indeed, several large works for
which money had been appropriated last
year were carried over because of our
inability to get them completed. We have
an order to-day for delivering during the
next four or five months of rolling stock
equipment .to the value of $11,808,751.14,
and we hope to have it all in service

Before the Autumn
business commences to move. So that
you see there has been no disposition on
the part of the Canadian Pacific to shirk
its responsibilities or to fill its coffers to-
the neglect of the country.

“During the execution of some of the

larger works wholly or partially included
in the above .expenditures, traffic was
necessarily delayed. The second track
now being built between Winnipeg and
Fort Willlam will be a source of very
great convenience when completed, But
in the process of construction, the blast-
ing of rock and the movement of con-
struction trains necessarily deprive us of
anything like the full use of the pregent
track for traffic purposes. I hope, how-
ever, that by the end of the year the

TIMES, FRIDAY, ) s

APRIL

"hardest part of the work will have been
completed.

“Might I in conclusion be permitted to
mention the serious extent to which rail-
ways are deprived of the use.of their
equipment in Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta during the busiest season of
the year by reason of the provision of the
Manitoba Grain Act, governing the allot-
ment of cars to individual applicants. 'I
know that the purpose of the act was to
protect farmers in the matter of the sell-
ing price of their wheat. If legislation
could be framed that would give farmers
this same protection while using the ele-
vators that they have been provided with
at most stations in the grain-growing
territory, it would, I am sure, facilitate
the movement of the crop and be of ad-
vantage to everybody concerned.”

NEW FREIGHT RATE.

Vancouver, ARril 17.—The Canadign
Pacific Raillway company annpounced
to-day that the new freight rate ore
dered by the railway commission
abolishing the differential of five cents

in favor of Seattle would go into effect |

on May 6th.
ATTEMPT TO WRECK TRAIN.

St. John, N. B., April 16.—A deliber-
ate attempt at train wrecking is report-
ed from Sussex:on the Intercolonial
railway, when the Canadian Pacific
Halifax express, westbound, had a nar-
row escape. An iron ring an inch in
thickness was securely clamped over
one of the rails. About-the time the
train passed a boy was seen running
through a fleld. One thing that pre-
vented a derailment was the faet that
the track was straight at that point,

ADDITION TO THE
PACIFIC CLUB ROOMS

New Premises Will Be Three Times
the Siz> of the Present
Building.

Tenders are now being called for the
addition to the Paecific Club. The build-
ing, when completed, will extend from
Fort street to Broughton, giving a front-
age of 188 feet on Broad, 87 feet on Fort
and 77 feet on Broughton.

The present Fort street entrance will be
done away with, the beautiful new en-
trance being about the centre of the
building on Broad street. The ground
story of the building will be occupied by
six large stores, modern and up-to-date
in every respect.

One of the principal features of the
building will be the large double lounge
room on the corner of Fort and Broad
streets, which will adjoin the main hall,
and also a billiard room 73x4l feet, Some
of the other features will be a reading
room 29x33 feet above Fort street, and &
main dining room 29x33 feet, with an ad-
jacent private dining. room ~ 17x22 feet.
There will also be a largé lounge room
over the premises at the cdorner of Broad
and Broughton, now otcupjed as a work
shop by Hutchinson & Co,” The reading
room remains as it iz at pPdsent. Other
features are the card rooms and the bar.
Among other conveniencés, most con-
venient kitchen accommodation has been
provided.

J. C. M. Keith'is the arthitect.  The
building, when completed, will be three
times the present capacity.

COUNCIL CALLS THE
ENQUIRY A “FARCE”

Trades and Labor Body Want the
Government to fook Into
Labor Situation.

(From Thursday’s Daily.)

A large number were present at the
regular meeting of the Trades and
Labor council last night and consid-
erable business was transacted.

The credentials of W. H. Cullen, ap-
pointing him as a delegate from the
Victoria Typographical Union, were
received.

At the reading of the secretary’s fin-

ancial statement it was shown that
for the last three months the receipts
were $658.20 and the  expenditures
$328.30. This statement was accepted
and filed.
A letter from F. Blw orthy, secretary
of the board of trade was read in
which he invited representatives of
the council to give evidence at the
hoard of trade labor inquiry. The ex-
ecutive committee of the council re-
ported that President Watters had been
appointed to attend this enquiry and
their action was approved of.

President Watters stated that he had
applied to the beoard of trade for the
privilege of questioning witnesses, but
that his request had been refused. He
considers that as the committee was
composed solidly of labor employees,
thereby obtaining only one side of the
question, it was a big “farce,”

The following resolution was pass-
ed unanimously:

“Be it resolved that the Trades and
Labor Councif is of the opinion that
the provineial government should ap-
point a commission to make a thor-
ough investigation into the alleged
scarcity of labor in British Columbia
before rendering financial assistance to
any assisted immigration scheme, and
that labor should be represented on
such commission,”

The delegate from the Waiters’ Union
stated that their union was doing well
and that 14 members were initiated at
the last meeting; two wailters and 12
walitresses.

A resolution was carried that the
council should oppose the bill now he-
fore the House restricting the franchise
of householders, and President Wat-
ters and Messrs. Ryan and Johnson
were appointed a committee of three
to endeavor to defeat the bill.

There will be an effort made to or-
ganize a union among the retail clerks
and council representatives will attend
the meeting on Monday evening,

HUGHES DENOUNCED,

Ottawa, April 16,—Col. Hughes raised
a storm in the Houge yesterday by say-
ing the immigration of French priests
to Canada was a curse to the country.
H. Bourassa and others denounced the
colonel, and R. L. Borfen repudiated

the statements,

19, 1907
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EARL GREY ON
ARBITRATION

B

SPEECH AT BANQUET
OF PEACE CONGRESS

Principle of Canadian Labor Act Ad-
vocated to Settle International
Disputes.

New York, April 17.—The following is a
summary of the address delivered by
Earl Grey, Governor-General of Canada,
at the national peace congress banquet
at the Hotel Astor to-night:

*“It is the realisation of the truth that
just a MNttle more enthusiasm and the
lignt of the new day of universal peace
will suddenly glorify our lives, that causes
this congress and the influence that radi-
ates from it, to be a matter of such high
{mportance, It is the impulses and de-
sires of mankind on which the future
peace of the world depends. And let us
remember that it is in the power of every
gin ;le individual, no matter to what
country he may belong, to add to that
store of energy which gives us the light
of peace, and that.there comes a moment
when the contribution of one more indi-
vidual unit is all that is required to con-
vert our darkness into light.

“In fair and growing Canada, that
happy DPeminion in which it is now my
delightful privilege to live, the people
have shown through the action of their
parliamentary representatives that they
have realized that it is only barbarous
and uneducated people who prefer the
quarrel of the sword to

Peaceful Methods of Arbitration

as a means of settling the differences that
may divide them.

“They have recently enacted a law
which has made it an offence for the
forces of labor and capital to resort to
a lock-out-or ‘4 strike without first hav-
ing a preliminary investigation into the
subject of dispute. Although the act
came into force only on March 22nd, it
has already -averted on three oeccasions
an industrial war, which, but for this act,
would have engendered feelings of anger
ana bitterness, would have arrested the
peaceful development of the arts of in-
dustry, and would have left/traces -of
privation and misery in the homes of
thousands.

“Now, why should we not apply to

International Disputes

the principle of this Canadian act, which
forbids men to draw the sword until
after a round Lable conference has taken
place?

“Let the legial-aurel of the world who
wish to promote peace deeree that it
shail be illegal to furnish a war loan te-
any nation who begins hostilities before
first coming<to:the’ round: table of Thé
Hague tribunal.”’~

After referring to the kindly feeling ex-
sisting between the people of Canada amnd
7the United States, Barl Grey said in clos-
ing: “We stand to-day, both the Canadian
and the American peoples, with noble or-
igins. Our high traditions almost compel
us to be the foremost champions of free-
dom and of Christian duty. We both re-
present nations which have been founded
on the basis of self-sacrifice.

“We owe a duty to our fathers that
beget us to give a disinterested example
to the world, and the call that has been
made to us to

Co-Operate in the Cause

whith aims at the substitution of arbitra-
tion for the sword in the settlement of
international disputes, will, I am con-
fident, not be made in vain, in whichever
side of the frontier we may live, and T
closé with a renewed expression of my
hopes, not only as a Rhodes trustee, but
also in the name of the Canadian people,
who are devoted to the arts of peace,
that The Hague conference may not be
prorogued until it has established rules
which will apply to the conduct of inte:r-
national disputes the same principle as
that which within the last month has on
three occasions secured the industrial
peace of Canada, by averting industrial
war,”
Ambassador Bryce.

Ambassador Bryce said in part: This
is"the fourth day on which able speakers,
inelud.ng some of the most eminent men

from both gides of the ocean, have been |

demonstrating the folly and wickedness |
of war, and the blessedness of . peace.
What is there left for us who speak now
to add to what has been said on that
topia?

‘“Thei weight of authority is great. Your
president, who, llke my sovereign, King
Edward, has shown that he-is a true
lover of peace, has sent you a message of
cordia: sympathy. The weight of argu-
ment has been great. Members of the
congress have abundantly shown to one
another’s satisfaction that war is not only
irrational, immoral, unphilosophical and
unchristian, but 4t is also unprofitable.
Bealdes being bad in other ways, it is
‘also

Bad Business.

If there was time to go through the his-
tory of the last twa centuries it would be
easy’ .0 show that whatever may be said
for war in «he abstract, nearly every
war within that period has done far
more harm than good. Looking back for
the last 80 years, I can think of only one
war that could be called necessary; that
is to say, in all other-cases, either the ob-
ject was not worin fighting for or the de-
sired result might have been better ob-
tained without fighting,

“But whri we have now, in this con-
gress, got to do is to consider how we
can best work for

Preventing War

in the future. The difficulty about such |
a meeting as this is that we are already

agreed and convinced. ‘I can imagine a

cynical gritic saying to us: ‘Gentlemen,

you are all, as the French say, preaching

to the converted.’

“What you have got to do is to preach
to the unconverted, who are not here to
convince—those whom the Scriptures call
‘The people that delight in war.’

You are,” so the cynic would say,
‘like an assembly of sheep, sheep with
irreproachably white fleeces, preaching
resolutions which entreat the wolves to
leave off biting.’

‘““To answer this cynical critic, to see
what we can really do to advance the ob-
ject we have at heart, let us ask our-
selves how it is that wars begin. We have
all seen the phenomena. S8ome differences
arise between two nations. XKach nation
has what it thinks a good case, but each
nation

Thinks Only of Itself,

and takes little trouble to understand the
case on the other side.

‘“The newspapers throw themselves in-
to lne fray. They embitter feelings, not
only by denouncing the other side, but
by dwelling only on their own case and
entirely neglecting to state the case of
the other nation. Every angry or spite-
ful thing that is said by the newspapers

| relled frequently while in Paris.

of the other country iz reported. Every-
thing that tends to mitigate passion is
omitted. In this respect there is not a
pin to choose between the newspapers of
all the countries. The value of the object !
at stake is exaggerated, and each mation
ig told that its honor is involved in fight-
ing for its own views. Thus the buik of
the people are lashed into fury. The
wolves are masters of the field, land not
a few of the sheep who had in quiet times
professed their devotion to peace, are sud-
denly turned into wolves.  The govern-
ments wiink that the people want lo fight,
and
Thus War Is Declared:

Now who is to blame for this? Is it the
governments? No doubt they sometimes {
show a want of firmness in resisting |
popuiar passion, but they say, and often |
with truth, that it is the popular feeling ‘
that pushes them into war. Or, is the |
fault with the newspapers? We all know |
that the newspapers fan the flame and |
spread it. But what is the motive? They
want to please the public. They believe
the public likes to have its passions
aroused. The press is what the peoplei
make it. The blame after all rests with |
the people themselves, who lose thelr
head under excitement. They can resist
everything except temptation.’ |

.r. Bryce in conclusion renomnwndpd‘
three practica. steps, namely, the limita- |
tion of armaments, the conclusion of |
general arbitration treaties and the hold- |
ing of such congresses as that which they
had been attending.

TRADE ENQUIRIES.

French Firms Desire Representatives in
This Country.

The following enquiries have been re-
ceived by the Montreal Chamber de
Commerce Francaise:

An exporter of wines and spirits, in
‘Bordeaux, desires a representative on
the Canadian market.

A good firm in Cognac wants a reli~
able agent in Canada to sell pure bran-
dies.

An important manufacturer of olive
oils and soaps, in Salon, wishes an
agent to sell his products in Canada.

A well-known firm in Salon, desires
to be put in touch with Canadian trade
to sell pure olive oils.

An exporter of potted meats wishes a
reliable agent in Canada.

An editor of architectural
wishes an agent in Montreal.

A manufacturer of wall paper desires
a representative in Canada.

EVELYN'S MOTHER
DEFENDS HERSELF

Makes a Statement in Which She
Denies Having Aided District
Attorney Jerome.

books

. Pittsburg, April 16.—The Leader this
afternoon - prints ‘a six column state-
ment from-Mrs. C. J. Holman, mother
of Evelyn Nesbit Thaw, in whi¢h she
defends herself against accusations ex-
pressed and implied against her’ during
the Thaw trial.

Mrs, Holman says that two nights
after the night upon which Harry
Thaw shot Sanford White she received
this telegram from her daughter: “It
is most important for you to say abso-
lutely nothing.” Until now she has re-
mained silent, and has been forced to
take the defensive because of attacks
made upon her by Mr. Delmas in his
closing address to the Thaw jury.

She denies that she aided the district
attorney in any way or that she had
been seen by Mr. Jerome, Mr. Garvan
or Mr., Hartridge.

Mrs. Holman then details her strug-
gle following the death of her first hus-
band, in her efforts to properly rear her
two children, and says her daughier
first posed for an artist named Storm,
of Philadelphia, who met Evelyn at a
summer resort when a little girl.

“Florence,” she says, “wasg in love
with 'the stage.” She did everything to
discourage her, but it was useless.

The story of Florence’s first meeting
with Stanford White, she says, is sub-
stantially as told by her upon the wit-
ness stand. When Florence returned,
she told her mother she had met ‘“‘the
grandest man,” and later when Mr.
White sent for her she went to his
office, Mr. White, she says, warned her
specifically against several young men
with whom Florence had become ac-
quainted, but did not refer to Thaw.
Mr, White’s words and actions were the
personification of whole-hearted disin-
terested generosity, Mrs. Holman says,
and if ever a woman reposed implicit
confidence in a man she says, she did in
him.

Mrs. Holman then asserts that if
Flgorence underwent the experience that
is said to have befallen her, she did not
take her into her confidence,

Continuing, she says. ‘“Had she told
me what she told the Thaw jury, it
would not have been necessary for
Harry Thaw to kill Stanford White, I
would have done it myself.”

Speaking of the European trip, Mrs.
Holman says: “Every detail of the trip
was and is a nightmare to me. Mr.
Thaw joined us in Paris. Florence and
I shared the same apartments.| Mr.
Thaw had apartments to himself. Thore
was no pleasure in the tour for me. The
things -which appealed to Florence and
Mr. Thaw in Paris did not appeal to
me. Florence testified that we gquar-
These
disagreements were caused by my pro-
tests at visits to various restaurants.”

In closing Mrs., Holman said: “I
solemnly affirm that my love for my
daughter is as deep and intense as it
was when I first held her in my arms a
helpless babe. Regardless of all that
has transpired, my affection is unaiter-
ed. The door of my home is open to
her, and will open wide to her lightest
iap to-day, to-morrow and always
while I live.” f

LOCATES LOST ANCHOR.

Steamer Maude's Find in the Royal
Roads Believed to Belong to
Minnesota.

While dragging in the Royal Roads
yesterday the wrecking steamer Maude
located what is believed to be the lost
anchor and chain of the Great Northern
liner Minnesota. This was lost some years
ago when the Minnesota was making her.
initial trip, and all subsequent efforts to
locate it proved futile until yesterday.
To-day the Maude is engaged in sending
divers down, as if the giant anchor with-
its thirty fathoms of chain can be saved
there will be large salvage dues on it.

TERM HOUSEHOLDER
BEING CONSIDERED

Municipal Committee Propose to Make
Amended- Defination Apply to
Victoria Only.

(From Wednesday's Daily.)

The municipal committee had under
consideration a bill introduced by W.
H. Hayward at yesterday's sitting.
This was to amend the Municipal.Elec-
tions Act by altering the definition of

| householders to overcome the registra-

| tion of several for one piece of prop-
erty, as in the city of Victoria prior to
the last election.

1t was proposed to alter the definition
of householder by the following sec-
tion:

“Wherever in the ‘Municipal Elec-
tiong Act’ and amending acts, the ex-
pression ‘householder’ occurs it shall
mean and include any person of the
full age of twenty-one years, who is
a bona fide tenant of any real property
within the corporate limits of a muni-
cipality which is of the assessed value
of three hundred dollars: Provided that
the words ‘tenant of real property’
shall not include lodgers, boarders,
subordinate members of families, or
temporary occupants of rooms in any
building: Provided, also, that husband
and wife, or parent and child, shall not
be entitled to qualify as householders
by tenancy of the same real property,
or by divisions between them of an
aggregate rental,”

Objection was taken to the bill in
committee by several members. John
Oliver did not think that there was
a demand for this amendment, as the
existing definition of householder was
adequate. The only demand for it was
from the Property Owners’ Associa-
tion of Victoria. The city council of
Victoria had not asked Iit.

H, ¥. W, Behnsen and H, B. Thom-~
son urged the passage of the amend-
ment, as there had been trouble over
the section In the old act, and a man,
his wife and in some cases his children
all registered by simply paying the
water rates in turn.

J. H. Gardner, W. J. Bowser and A,
H, B. Macgowan said that there seem-
ed to be a demand for the amendment
in Vietoria, and the first named pro-
posed to make the amendment apply
only to Victoria.

G. R, . Naden thought the Victoria
council should be given notice of any
such proposed change before the bill
were passed,

Dr. Hall supported this view.

It was finally decided to turn the bill
over to Mr, Hayward to be redrafted
80 a8 to make it apply te Victoria
alone.

Mayor Morley and Ald, Vincent met
the government this morning for the
purpose of arriving at a satisfactory
settlement on the question of the
formal cancellation of the city’s agree-
ment with the Terminal Railway Com=-
pany for the prbposed bill relating to
the city.

A. E. Woods and Jos. Martin, K. C,,
for the Victoria Terminal Company,
opposed this section of the bill.

MEETING OF KINGS
AROUSES GERMAN IRE

Newspapers Warn Italy of the Con-
sequences of Incurring Teutonic
Resentment.

Berlin, April 17.—King Edward’s ap-
proaching meeting with King Victor
Emmanuel is attracting much atten-
tion in the German press, which’ com-
ments on the event as being an effort
to isolate Germany and win Italy away
from the tripple alllance.

The Cologne Gazette says public
opinion in Germany sees in King Ed-
ward’s course an attempt to disturb the
European equilibrium which is calcu-
lated to awaken misgivings regarding
his disarmament proposal and finally
warns Great Britain that “war with
Germany would be dangerous for any
opponent or any coalition of oppon-
ents.”

This sharp language is intrepreted
by the Taglicht Rundshau as meaning
that the German government has
gown weary of the English game of
‘“hide and seek’” and the “comedy of
peace and disarmament.”

The attention of the foreign office
was called to the Cologne Gazette's
article with the result- that it was
stated that it expresed only the edi-
torial opinion of the paper, that the
German government was in no way re-
sponsible for such views and that the
government officials’ would have taken
steps to prevent their publication if
they had known in advance.

The foreign office does not see any
reason for disquiet in connection with -
the meeting of the Kings of England
and Italy, since Italy knows that her
independence is better guaranteed by’
being a member of the triple alllance
than if she is thrown wholly upon
Anglo-French support. Great Britain's
predominant position in the western
part of the Mediterranean is fully re~
cognized by Germany, who has no in«
terests there.

French Views.

Paris, April 17.—The coming meeting
of King Edward and King Victor Em-
manuel at Gaeta is viewed with the
utmost satisfaction in government cir-
cles here where the Royal conference
is considered as njot only likely to
strengthen the cordial relations exist-
ing between Italy and Great Britain,
but as binding closer the ties between
these two countries and France and as
exerting a good effect on the European
situation.

YUKON COUNCIL ELECTIONS.

Ottawa, April 17.—The Yukon coun-
cil elections held yesterday resulted as
follows:

White Horse:
acclamation.

Bonanza: Thos. J. Kearney, Liberal,

South Dawson: John Grant, Liberal.

North Dawson: J. O. Lachappells,
Independent; J. A. Clark, defeated.

Klondike: Geo. Black, Conservative,

Robt. Lowe,. Liberal,

Everything pased off very quietly.




