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plosion or the felling of the ship’s giant masts The Potatoe Disease and its Cause.
Led now driven every boat from near the ------------
wreck. I The potatoe disease has appeared to an alarm

ninution it became almost insensible at midnight. 
The electrical state of the atmosphere has been 
practically investigated by others with equal or 
similar results.

From the foregoing it appears that the change 
of the moisture of the earth, by the heat of the 
sun during the day, into vapour, produces elec-, 
tricity, and that also the change from vapour, into 
dew causes also, an increase of electricity. This 
change of vapour into visible watery particles in 

dew-drops is more perceptible on vegetation than, 
for instance on gravel walks, &c. This is because 
vegetation, such as grass, &e, being pointed, offers 
greater facilities for the radiation of the sun’s beat, 
and thereby offers a cool surface to the atmosphere 
before rounded and smooth objects do, and conse­
quently retain ou them a greater amount of wa­
tery particles ; and also a greater quantity of elec- 
tricity is present. Electricity seeks the earth, and 
the sap of plants frequently forms for it a conduc- 
tor The rough, large and pointed leaves of pota­
toe plants are such as to present to the atmosphere 
a cool surface much sooner than other objects, and 
consequently they receive a larger quantity of 
dew. As a sequent in the formation of this dew, 
especially in hot weather after very much rain, in 
a moist soil proportionately a larger quantity of 
electricity is formed in close proximity to the 
leaves on which the dew is deposited, which seeks 
the beet conductor for it into the earth. The sap 
of the soft haulms of the plants afford this, and 
the electricity is conducted to the tubers For 
the same reason, the part of the tubers which con- 
tain the most succulent matter and are lowermost 
in the soil, receive the strength of the current and 
are destroyed.

In localities with a southern aspect, especially 
after rain in summer, owing to a higher tempera- 
ture in comparison with open districts and with 
northern or eastern aspects, there is a greater 
amount of vapour, and also a heavier deposit of 
•lew, so that in such localities the potatoe disease
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LOSS OF THE AMERICA»
Thrilling Account of the Fire.

The America reached the harbor of Yoko- 
homa safely ahd in good trim, at 7 o’clock a. 
m., Saturday, Augusta 24, 1872, within an

C.

Those who had jumped into the wafer, and ing extent in the Vale of Severn, and to a greater 
the few who had still to jump, must therefore or less extent in most other parts of the country 
now swim through the death circle, within the Year after year, during the last quarter of a cen- 
,boundary of which no boat could venture. It tury, we hear of the ravages of this disease, yet no 

hour of the time she was due. Soon after she was *1 this fearful crisis that Capt. Donne, effectual means Have been "proposed by which to 
was fastened to the buoy I went ashore lor . having flooded the magizines, and finding that check its progress or its annual visitations to our 

Shanghai should Sail. The same evening I ship’s bows, and fell paralyzed into the water, shores. Cholera, in former years, was a scourge 
went .b ard the America for a few minutes. Brave man, overcome with almost superhu- which carried off numbers of people : but in mod- 
and while there learned that during the day man efforts to save his ship, his proud spirit ern times, thanks to the progress of the age and 
the Yokohama and Shanghai freights, the Cowed and broken at the loss of the very aps the attention which has been given to sanitary and 
mails, and nil of the treasure, excepting $400, pie of his eye ! Unable to use his legs, ho dietary matters, its deadly effects have been great 
000. had been transferred, and that she would ténk and roe, and sank again ! Oh, there is ly modified. A few years ago the silkworm was 
depart from Hong Kong on the Monday fol- no hand to reach out and save our gallant threatenedwith extinction from Europe by a dis 
lowing. Everything was quiet and orderly commander ? Yes, thank God ! Just as he 
as u-usl. All the officers, with one exception | was sinking for the 1ast time, the friendly Land 
ere on board; a few of the passer.gers and of Captain,Williams seized him by the collar 
* goodly number of visitors were there also, and rescued him from the watery grave, 
I left ay trunks containing everything I had About this time a very painful thing occur- 
with me, excepting the linen clothes 1 wore, ed, which 1 deem wrly of not-. There were 
locked up in the slat-room which I bad occu- a few beef cattle on board, an I quite a numb 
pied, little dreaming of the fearful calamity er of p’go, sheep, turkeys and chickens. The 
which so soon followed, cries oi distress from these unfortunate aisi-

Shortly before midnight I was aroused by mals, which wore distinctly heard on shore, 
an alarm of fire I rose hastily, and without above the roar of the conflagration, were pain- 
stopping to dress, looked out upon the harbor, fully touching. Poor things, they bad thus 
The night was calm as death. The bay of far escaped the butch r knife only to meet 
Yeddo lay before me, still and tranquil ; a 
dense cloud of smoke, rising above the harbor 
like a mountain spectre, lowering and darken- 
ing the face and light of a full mon, and the
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case which at first bafil-d the skill of sericulturists, 
but by the aid of science, this disease has beenWARPS
mitigated, and promises to be totally goterid of
under judicious treatment. As with animal dis 
cases, of which numerous other instances could be 
given, so with vegetable. Proper treatment, if it 
dues not eradicate the disease, may at least re­
duce its destructive nature within the smallest 
compass.

During the years when the potatoe disease be-
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Cutting both Ways.

Vexation is beginning to bo fell in the 
United States 0 the discovery that the impo- 
sition on England of the "three rulers" in the 
Washington Treaty may in the end tell as 
much against the Americans themselves, in 
the case of the British Counter Claims before 
the Joint Commission, as against England at 
Geneva. These claims will exceed 470 ill 
number Their aggregate amount is large, 
hut of course the final awards will not be in 
proportion. Many of them may be ruled out 
altogether, and others will be red iced in a- 
mount. A great many it paid at all must be by his ship in her downfall, till every man had 
paid in full The heaviest of these cimitts forsaken her, and every passenger was gone 
are for the illegal seizure of property, as in the or dead. Then, and not till then, he threw 
thise of blockade runners, &c.. In all them himselt over the ship’s bows into the bay, to 
cases there seems to be perfect and incontro- share the fortune and clances J the poorest 
vertible evidence of the value of the seizures. coolie.1 
The 316 h case on the docket of the Mixed The America, a the tin.e of the lay at 
Claims Commission I. that of the steamer her buoy, about half a mile from the batoba 
Springbok. This vessel was taken on her (wharf). As soon as the alarm was given all 
voyage from London to New York in 1862. the sa.....ans (native boats) left theIsatoua, 
an taken into the latter port and both vessel where they were anchored |ur the night, and 
and cargo were condemned. 1he decision flocked around the burning ship. Every san- 
was appealed against and the decree reversed pan was gone when I reached the hatoda, and 
by the Supreme Court, ,0 far as the vessel it was impossible for me to get nearer the 
was concerned, but was affirmed with respect ship. 1 was sufficiently close, however, to 
to the cargo. The owners, not satisfied with mark very distinctly, by the light of the fire, 
this, have taken the case before the Mixed everything that passed on the America’s up- 
Commission for justice and restitution In per deck. The Chinese passengers were 
their plea they show conclusively that the only thoroughly aroused by this time, and, China 
ground for condemnation was that "part of min like, each one had his box or bundle of 
the cargo comprised arms and munitions of effects on his back or in his arms, determined 
war, and that these arms and munitions con: to save that or die in the attempt. Many of 
sisted only of 12 swords, 12 bayonets, and a them, I am sorry to say, lost their lives, be 
lew military buttons. It is argued that it was yond doubt, in this foolish attempt to save a 

trifling bundle of old clothes.
Seeing that no hope now remained of saving 

the ship, an attempt was made to let the Chi-

lAGEE’S, came first known, various suggestions were put
f rth in order to the protection of the potatoes ;

death with a thousand fold more terrors
The personal adventures of those who es 

caped would make a volume of thrilling in

St. Andrews b it some of them were absurd, and others, when 
acted upon, were attended with no effect. Before
we can properly deal with the potaloe disease,

terest. One of the cabin boys bad $2000 in 
silver, which he of course tried to save. It is

1372. several things have to be taken into account, suchnaked mass of different ships lying at anchor, 
deeply tinged with a lurid flame just "bursting 
through the cabin of the America, constituted 
the main outlines of the scene disclosed by the 
conflagration as I first beheld it.

Nearly all the officers and employees of the 
ship were there, manfully disputing the pro­
gress ol the flames. Foremost among them 
was Capt. Duane, who, all honor to him, staid

as variety of potatoes, aspect of fields in which 
they are planted, soil, drainage, and the time of 
sowing the seel. On farms in which these things 
are neglected, and on which the crop is left to 
chance, the disease has been found to make its ap­
pearance in its severest form.

Before we allude to these matters in detail, it is 
essential that we should inquire into the nature of 
this disease, and by doing so, arrive at the origin 
of it.

The potatoe disease is al ways reported to have 
made its appearance in the vicinity of the sea 
coast, in fields with a southern or south-western 
aspect, dr in fields consisting of rich loamy soils 
and sheltered on the north and east by woods or 
clumps of trees. It smites the haulms of potatoes 
(and simultaneously with them the tubers) of va­
rieties with rough, large, and pointed leaves, be-

needless to say what became of him. Anoth­
er Chinamen actually jumped overboard with 
his box of clothes, and clung to it until picked 
up. A European gentleman told me that up 
on some one's congratulating this man, he 
coolly remarked he was ‘sorry bo was not able 
to save bis wile, too ′ It is a most remark- 
able characteristic of this mysterious people— 
1he Chinese—that, in the presence of danger, 
they never so far lose their presence of mind 
as io forget their bundle of rags.

The humanity of which Christianized peo 
pie show, or ought to show, in rescuing wo- 
men and children and infirm persons in time 
of perl, never troubles a Chinaman. Their 
actions under circum tances of this character 
are to me as mysterious as the St binx it-elf. 
Uut of the thirty Chinese woman and children 
ab ard, the most of whom had husbands and

tice.
.TRUSTEES: 7 
,Sept. 24. 1872, < 
of "girls, properly quali- 
xtas pupils at the Gram- 
he first of D toher next.

CHAS, O’NEIL, 
Secretary . is known to make its first appearance ; in the vi­

cinity of the sea coast, because of saline proper-

CAPS ties, there is always more moisture to be evapo- 
rated, which adds to the formation of a copious de- 
po it of dew.

Small, smooth, and round-shape I leaves, and 
potatoe plants which do not spread luxuriantly on 
the surface of the ground so as t > prevent a free, 
circulation of air, are less susceptible to disease 
than those varieties which, so to speak, grow apace 
with large and rich foliage. The disease makes its 
appearance when the greatest amount of moisture 
is on the ground,and at a time when the foliage is 
so thick as to prevent a current of air from pass­
ing underneath them and dispersing the vapours 
produced by the sun’s rays in the hottest part of a 
summer’s day. These vapours, by being concen- 
trated in thegevening time, add to the increase of 
the dew deposit —increase the production of elec- 
tricity, and thereby the disease sooner generates 
the destructive malady.—[English paper.

St. PatricRjAgricultural Society 
held its annual Cattle Show and Fair at the fam 
of Mr. Hugh Monahan, Digdeguash, on Tues­
day, 8th inst. All departments were well repre- 
sented considering the very unfavorable weather 
There is a very marked improvement in the Stock 
these few years past. A very fine Jersey Bull was 
exhibited by Mr. Joseph Linton, and also a 
thorough bred Devon by Mr. John Burns. .1

The roots were goo I in general ; Potatoes not 
nearly so large as last year, but Mangolds, Beets, 
Pritsifieps, Carrots, Turnips and other roots were, 
exceedingly goo I.

Grain in considerable samples was exhibited. 
Wheat as fine as can be raised in the Province, 
weighing from sixty-six to sixty eight pounds to 
the bushel; Oats 46, Barley 58, Buckwheat 561bs.

Fruit in very fine samples was exhibited—Ap- 
pies for size and flavour Which cannot be beaten 
this side of Nova Scotia.

The Fancy department and Dmestic manufac­
tures were also well represented, which reflects 

: much credit on the women fur their skill and in­
dustry.

There seems to be a lively competition between 
the members of the Society in exhibiting the pro­
duce of their farms and domestic manufactured ar-

VARIETY,

. Dolly Yarder, Duke 
styles to numerous to 
narch Shakspeare Paper 
perfect fit and durability, 
e of Gents. Furnishing

hes in Jute and Linen, 
small wares. Ladies,

OTS & SHOES, worked 
OITAMANS.

nd colored, plain, striped 
- in bleached and un- 
Miller’s White Cottons, 
ce.
call Profits and quick, 
hall be sold at the lowest

n the comer of Water 
posite H. O’Neill’s Max­

tor the elegant "Davis 
has been so celebrated 
sample of which can be 
rice and conditions en

fathers with them, I venture to say that not fore it becomes perceptible on the haulms, of va 
saved. Ami as for the poor chi dren, rietics having smooth, small, and sornewhift round- 

I am credibly informed that at least a part of 
them perished in the flames. Of tho 177 Chi-

live are

ed leaves. Potatoes grown on a sandy soil, in an 
open situation, and in fields not inclining to the 
south or west, frequently escape the disease, pro­
vided they are of the variety of the latter kind

nese passengers, 1 am also informed that fully 
one third of the number were lost.

Mr. Sheppard, American Consul at Tien
which we have here instanced, and sown early inTain, China, who was on his way to take

charge of his Consulate, lost everything he the spring time. The foregoing, we believe, is a 
correct summary of the places, &c., in which thehad, including his instructions from the gov- 

ernment, his passport, and all his private pap- disease fi:st makes its appearance, so far as roil,
ers. aspect, and variety of tubers are concerned.

The first evidence of the malady is in smallThe origin of the fire will probably remain
forever ill doubt. It is generally believed to burnt-like spots on the leaves, but on close inspec 
have been caused by one of the Japanese cool- Ition, it will be found that a portion of the haulm, 

ies dropping his pipe of lighted tobacco i" the from the point at which the footstalk of the leaf 

out, a <1 that smouldered there for many which presents these spots join downwards, .. more 
2 - - v or less damaged, while from the point at which the

footstalk of the leal join the haulm upwards is un- 
injured. By lifting the tubers out of the soil, it

something now under the sun to condemn the 
whole cargo of a ves-el because it cntain-d 
Only these few articles contraband of war.

Mr. Vernon Harcourt is the counsel of the nese down to the boats below by a gangway 
on tho port side. The terror stricken Chi-owners of the Springbok The a praised 

value of the vessel’s Cargo is set down at £56,- 
378 11s lid, to which must be added expen­
ses of claimant £2000, and interest from Feb­
ruary 10. 1863, making the whole claim a- 
mount to over 500,000 dole The case of the 
Peterhoff, re-preting which so much was said 
in 18G3 and after, is revived before the Cour- 
mission. The cargo of the vessel was sold lor 
273.628 dols. 99 cent*. The Peterhoff claim- 
ed to be m king a legitimate voyage to Mata­
moras, and was condemned, because her cago 
contained a few-cases of artillery harness and

nese rushed pell mell upon the gangway, each 
with his package of worldly goods, until the 
ladder, overburdened with the great w-ight, 
fell with a heavy crash, precipitating over GO 
Chinamen into the water Many of these 
were rescued, and quite a number were drown­
ed. The passage to the gangway on the other

hours, and finally burst forth into a conflagra- 
tion. Another supposition ia that it was caus- 
el by spontaneous combustion of the coal.

ESBRADLRY,
St. Andrews,

By Sunday morning the whole of the upper 
decks, the masts, and all the wooden structure portion of it from the root is destroyed, while the

will be at once observed that the lower or further

of the ship were destroyed. She was L^oed more mature part of the tuber is scarcely affected, 
to the water’s edge \Her great smoke stack. These features of the discase are well known to 
burred and blackened, the iron paddle wheels, every agriculturist who grows potatoes, and are 
and the ponder: us walking beam, were still within the province of science to aient of expla- 
erect. During the afterfioon ell that was left ,of the largest American steamship on record nation. To electricity, and to nothing else, we 
was lowed up to the head of the bay, close to owe the potato disease. At this statement, some 
Kanasama, and late that Sunday evening, person will exclaim "Nonsense I" "Rubbish!" 

while the little bay was lashed with the fury of "The man who says so must be dreaming !" How- 
a hurricane, jipt as darkness and night and over, expressions of this kind cannot withstand 

storm closed over the scene, the America dis- truth and facts—facts which on demonstration, are 
compared with | mantled, humbled and, destroyed, quietly sank simple, and because simple, are not, therefore, less 

-to the bottom of the occan, as if to hide her tree.

After a thunderstorm, the disease may make its

U TEA.
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side oi the ship by this time was entirely cut 
off by the flames ; nothing remained, there- 
lore, for those remaining on board (over 
150 in number) but to jump overboard from 
ilia forward deck into the water, a distance of

regulation grey blankets- Another vessel-
the Pearl—and her cargo were condemned at consumed
K-y West in 1863. She was captured when

fully twenty five feet. or to remain and bo
by fire.

Tho scene on the forward deck of the burn­
ing ship at this moment beggars description. 
The Americans, few in number
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Oh her voyage from Cork to Nassau, was up* 
praised with her cargo at 30 090dols , and was 
ordered to be restored to lier owners. The the whole, were woking wiib all the energy of 

desperation to lower the lite boats; but be.case was taked 17 appeal to the Supreme 
Court, and. pending a decision, the steamer 
and cargo L slug value every day, were sold for 
account of whom it may concern. The debit 
and credit of the sale of vessel and cargo were
.. follows :—Vrssr sold for 1052 dollars « ing and throwing their arms in the most 
cents , cargo 1267 dols. 88 cents.— 2320 dole- frantically. Now picking up their bundles, 

36 cents :. percontre—various fees, 4222 now dropping them again, and seizing them 
dole. 99 cents. This leaves no residue for dis- Ionce more and throwing themselves headlong 
tribution. A. the owners of the Pearl can overboard, box in arms By this lime all the 
prove that she was making a legitimate voy- upper deck over fl,, dining saloon was fairly 
age when captured, she will have to be paid consumed, and the fire bad climbed the mains 
fur at her apprised value of 39,060 dols A
great many of the claims partake of the char-

great misfortune from tho gaze of her less 
lavored but no longer envious sisters.fore they could be swung on the davits all

appearance, but the electricity or lightning fromhands were driven forward by the flames. 
The poor Chin-se were now rushing hither 
and thither across the hurricane deck, scream-

***** the storm clouds do not cause it, but electricity
Tint PARSON’S Ilousic.—The day was produced from the formation of watery particles, 

warm, and the church windows were open. in the shape of dew drops The atmosphere 

1 1 the midst of his sermon the preacher was abounds in electricity, but with the production ol 
I disturbed by the sudden exit of three men sit 1:1... . .ting near the door. Glancing out of the win- I lightning in storms we do not propose th deal, but 
dow, he saw his old horse • Charley, ’ who had to confine our observations to the minute electric 
been indulging in too much fresh-cut grass, fluids (if electricity can be indeed termed a fluid, 
lying dove in tho harness. The kind friends but for the purpose of our remarks we
who went to his relief soon restored him to his such), produced by the vapours which are con-

will call it ticles, some members shewing as high as thirty ar­
ticles, and receiving a large amount of, prizeu a variety of STYLES
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the

J. S. Magee.
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St Stephen.

mast to the yards.
The smoke stack, thirty-two feet in eircum- 

ference, and forty feet above the d-ck, was 
red hot to its uppermost extreme, and shoot- 
ing from it was a bright red longue of fie, 
hissing and snapping and fairly leaping to the 
sky. The beat by this time had become un­

money, which is a great encouragment for them to 
produce superior articles from their farms. The 
Society appears to be strong and in good working 
order; good efficient officers and a hard working 
committee who take a lively interest in the en­
couragement of Agriculture and other branches 
of industry.

Our accommodating Secretary, Mr. Hugh Mona -

upright position, and the congregation g-ner densed into dew drops. From experiments made 
ally was none the wiser for the work going on by M. Le Monnier, at St. Germain an Laye, and 
outside. Returning home, the parson called communicated to tho Academy of Sciences at 
his man Patrick to account, and asked him Paris, the amount of electricity in the atmosphere 
with what he had been feeding "Charley ' I was estimated. Le Monnior caused a pole to be 
"An sure, why do you ask me the question ?"
“Reason enough. He fell down in the har-

acter of the above. The average amount 
claimed in each case is 250,000 dois., which 
for the 470 cases would aggregate 117,500,- 
000 dols. This would more than counter 
balance any nice little bill which the Ameri­
cans may carry away from Geneva, and it is 
more than probable, were a balance struck, 
that both sides would be about equal—that is, 
allowing that we are mulcted in a few hun- 
dred thousand at Geneva. Tire only differ­
ence will Ue that, if England has to pay, the 
money goes into the American Treasury ; but 
if the latter pays, private individuals will 
pocket the compensation.

fixed vertically into the ground, which, at the
bearable anywhere except on the extreme 
lorward deck. Very few persons were there 
now All the Chinese had gone overboard 
and were struggling in the water below. A 
round the buoy the drowning wretches were 
so thick that there was nowhere close room for 
another head. The struggling of those poor 
creatures around the buoy was touching. The 
stronger man held his place, the weaker was 
overborne and drowned. The fear of an ex

height of 32 French feet, bore an insulated tinness when tied to the post by the side of the 
church " “An’ was you preaching, sur ?" 
"Yes." “Och, an’ sure, thin, I expect he 
thought he might as well jut lake nap wid the 
rest of ’em "

point, from which the metalic [wire conveyed the 
electricity to an electroscope, or any other con­
venient apparatus for its examination The se- 
suit was that some electricity might always be de- 
tected in the atmosphere ; that in dry weather it

han, treated every one presentto a very fine dia­
per, and al seemed to enjoy his hospitality to 
their evident satisfaction.

Yours, &c., 
Bocabec, Oct 15, 1872.

Mc.
GE HOTEL, 
Street.
phon IT. 18 
NEILL, Proprietor.

ALL JAW.—"Talk about the jaws of death,”- was scarcely perceptible at innrw, but increased 
exclaimed a man who was living with his third gradually until three or four in- the afternoon ; it

Lieut. Crosby, U. S. Infantry was killed lyscolding wife ; "I tell you they’re no touch to 
the jaws of life.”

then diminished till the everting fall of dew, at
which time it increased ; and by a subsequent di- the Indians on the 5th inst.
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