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R S it il s
Cutting both Ways.

Vexation is beginning to bo felt in the
United States o1 the discovery that the impo-
sition on England of the “three r&flers” in the
Waskingion Treaty may in the end te!l as
much againat the Americans tliemeelves, in
the cuse of the Pritish Counter Claims before
the Joint Commission, &+ azninst England st

Geneva. These cluims will exceed 470 iu
number  Their aggregaie amount is large,

hut of conrse the final awards will not be in
jrropoftlon.  Many of tliem may be ruled out
altogeiher, giid others will be rediced in a-
mount. A’ great many it paid at all must be
paid in full. The heaviest of these cinitis
w6 for the illegal seizure of property, as in the '
thice of Ll ckade runners, &ec., In all these
citses thiere scems to be perfect and incontro-
Yerlible bvidenee of (he vulue of the seizures.
The 316°h case on the docket of the Mixed
Cluims Commission I8 that of the «steam-r
Springbok.  This vessel was taken on her
voyage from London to New York in 1862,
sl taken into tie la‘ter port, and voth vesscl
and cargo were condemned. ‘The decision
was appealed agninst wud the decree reversed
by the Supreme Court, #0 fur as the vessol
was concerned, but was aflicined with respect
to the cargo. T'lic owners, not satisfied with
this, have tuk=n the case before the Mixed
Commission for jastice and restitution In
their plea they show counclusively 1hat the oniy
ground for condemnation was that “psrt of
the cargo comprised arms and munitishs of
war,” and that these arms and munitious con !
sisted ouly of 12 swords, 12 bayonets, and a
fow militury buttons. - It is nrgued that it wes
sothething naw under tho sun to condemn the
whole carzo of a ves-el because it contained |
only thess few arricles contraband of war.

Mr. Vernon Huicourt is the counsel of the |
owners of (ke Springbok
value of the vessel's cargnis set down at £56 -
378 1ls 11, to which must be added expen
ses of cluimant £2000, atid interest from Febs
ruary 10, 1863, making the whole ciaim a-
mouunt to over 500,000 dols  ‘I'he case of the
Peterhoff, ve-prcting which 8o much was said
in 1863 and atter, is revived before the Com-
mission, . ‘I enrgo of the vessel was sold for
273.628 dols. 99 cents.  The Peterboff claim=
ed to be m.king a legitimate voyage to Mata-
moras, and was condemned because her cago
contwined a few,canes of artillery harness and
regulation grey bLlaukets:  Ausother vesse )
the Pearl—and her cargo were cundemned at
Kery West in 1863. She was captured when
oh lier\voyage from Cork to Nussau, was aps
praiged\with her cargo at 30 090dols.; and was
ordored tobe restored 1o her owners. Fhe
cuse wus taked Ly appeal to the Supreme

The ajpraised! oy (he port side.

LOSS OF THE AMERICA,
Thrilling Acc;;l of the Fire.

plosion or the falling of the ship's giant riasis
had now driven every boat from near the
wreck,

Those who had jumped into the water, and

The Potatoe Disense and its Cause.

The patatoe disease has appeared to an alarm
ing extent in the Vale of Severn, and to a greater

The America reathed the hLarbor of Yoko-  the few who had stiil to jump, must therefore or less extent in fiiost vther parts of the country

lioma safely and in good
m., Saturday, Augusia 24, 1872, within an
hour og the time she was due. Soon after she

was fastened to the buoy I went asliore for a L.

day or two, until the ULranch steamer for
Snuanghai should gail. The ssme evening I
went sloard tlie Awerica for a few minutes,
and while thiere learned that during the day

boundary of which no boat could vertore. It
was at fhis fearful crisis that Capt. Doane,
ing flooded the mngizines, and finding - that
every one else had fled, plunged over the
ship’s bows, and fell paraiyzedinto the water.
Brave man, overcome with almost superhu-
man effurts to save his ship, his proud spirit

trim, at 7 o'Clock a.!now swim through the death circle, within the Year after year, during the last quarter of a cen-

tury, we hear of the ravages of tlis discase, yet no
effectual means have been "proposed by which to
check its progress or its annual visitations to our
shores. Cholera, in former years, was a scourge
which carried off numbers of people ; but in mod

ern times, thanks to the progzress of the age and

the Yokohoma and - Shanghai freights. the ' cowed ‘and Lroken at the loss of the very aps the attention "‘if'l’ has b‘""r'-'i""" ¥o sanitary and
mails, and all of the tredsure, oxcepting $400, ple of hifs eye ! Unable to use his legs, he dietary matters, its deadly effects have been great

000. bad been transferred, and that she ‘would

sdnk and rose, and sank ugain ! Ob, there is

ly modified. A few jears ago the silkworm was

dipart from [long Kong on the Bonday fol- | no liand to reach cut and save our gallant threatened #ith extinctioil from Europe by a dis

lowing., Everything was quiot ard orderly
¢ usunl.  All the officers, with ono excepiion |
re'in board; a few of the passergers and
govdly number of visitors were there ‘also,
[ left muy truuks containing everything I had)
with me, excopting the linen clothes 1 lorv,"'
locked ap n the stateroom which I bad occu-
pied, little dreaming of the fearful calamity |
which so soon followed, }

Shortly bofore midunight I was aroused by |
an slarm of fire I rose hastily, and without'
stopping to dress, looked out upon the harbor.
The vight was calm as dearh. The buy of
Yeddo luy before me, still and tranquil ; a
dense cloud of smoke, rising above the harbor
like » mouutain spectre, lowering and darkens
ing the face and light of a full mson, and the
naked mas:s of different ships lying at anchor,
deaply tinged with a lurid flame just ‘bursting
through the cabin of the Adicrica, coustituted
the main outlines of tlle scene disclosed by (he
conflngrution as 1 first beheld it.

Nearly all the officers and employees of the
ship were there, manfully disputing the pro-
uress of ihe flames. Foremost amoug them
wus Capt. Duane, who, all honor to him, staid
by bis ship in her duwnfall, till every man had
fursaken Ler, and overy passenger was gove
ordead. Then, and not till then, he threw
himseli over the ship’s bows intg the bay, to
shure the (urtune aud chances cf the poorest
coolie.

The America, # the tin.e of the fire, lay at
her buoy, nbout half a mile from the batoba
(whart)y. As soop a8 the alarm was given all
the sanpuns (native boats) loft the hatoba,
where they were nrcbered for the night, aud
flocked around the bu.ning ship. Evory san-
pan was gone when I reached the hatoda, and
it wus impossible for me to get nearer the
ship. 1 wae sufficienily close, lowever, to
mark very distivetly, by the light of the fire,
everything that passed on the Awerica’s up-
per deck. Tie Chineso passengers wele
thoroughly aroused by this time, and, China
mau like, each one liud bis box or bundl: of
effeets on his back or in Lis arms, determinsd
to save that or di¢ in the attempt. Many of
them, I um sorry to say, lost their livés, be
yond doubt, iu this foolish attempt to save a
trifting bundle of old clothes.

Secing that no hope now remained of saving
the ship, an attempt was made to let the Chi-
nese duwn to the boats below by a gangway
The terror stricken Chi«
nese rushed pell mell upon the gangway, each
with his package of worldly gouds, until the
ludder, overburdened with the great wright,
fell with & hoavy crash, precipitating over 60
Chinamen into the water. DMany of thess
were reseved; and guite a number were drown-
ed;  ‘Tle pussage to the gangway on the other
side of the ehip by this time was entirely cut
off by the fluwes; nothing remained, th-re-
lore, for those remaining on board (vver
150 in number) but to jump overboard from
tlie forward deck into the water, a_distands of
fully tweuty five feet: or to rendiin and be
,consumed by fire.

The scene on' the forward deck of the buru~
{ing ship at this moment beggars d.scription.
The Axericany, few in unmber compared with
the whole, were woking wiih all the energy of

Court, and, pending a decision, the stenmer

&'d eargo | 8'vig velue every day, were sold for |

account of whom itmay cuncern. The debit
afid credit of the sela of vessel and cargo were
as follows :—Vessel sald for 1052 dolidrs 48
cents , cargo 1267 dols. 88 cents.—2320 dols
30 ceuts ; per contra~—various fews, 4222
dols. 99 cents. This leaves no residue for dise
tribution. As the owners of the Pearl can
prote that she was making a legitimate voy-
age whwn captured, she will have to bs pmid

for at her apprised value of 39,000 dole Al

great many of the cluims partake of the char-
acter of the above. ‘The average amount
claimed in each case is 230,000 dols.. which
for the 470 cases woeld' aggregate 117,500,
000 dols. This would more than counter
balance any nice little bill which the Ameris
cans mny carry away from Geneva, and it is
more than probable, were a balance struck,
that both sides would bs“about equal—that is,
allowing that we are muleted in a fow hun.
dred thousard at' Geoeva. The oifly diffor-
ence will i that, if England has to pay, the
money goes intv the American: Tressury ; but

desperation to lower tue lite boats ; but be-
fore they could be swung on the davits all
{hauds were driven forward by the flames.
| The pour Chin-se were now rushing hither
and thither across the hurricane deck, scream-
ing and throwing theirarms in the wir most
tranticully.  Now picking up their bundles,
I once more and throwing themselves b adlong
iuvwbonrd. box in arms By this time all the
npper deck over the dining saloon was lairly
censumed, and the fire bad climbed the maius
mast to the yards.

‘T'he smoke stack, thirty-two feet in circum-
ference, and forty feet ubove the deck, was
red hot to its uppermost extreme, and shoot~
ing from it was & bLiight red tongue of fire,
hissing and snappiog and fairly leaping to the
sky. The heat by this time had become - un-
bearable anywhere except on the extreme
torward deck., Very few persons were there
now  All the Chinese had gone overboard
and were struggling in the water Lelow., A
round the buoy the drowning wretches were
8o thick that'there was nowhere close roows for
another head. The struggling of those poor
creatures around the buoy was touching. The

stronger mau held bis place, the weaker was

if thle: latter pays, private inditiduals: will
pocket the compensation, -

-

overborne and drowned. The féar >f an ex

.8 few beef cattle on board, anl qaite a numb

cominander 7 Yes, thank God | Just as he
wir sinking for the lwtdime, the friendly hand
of Captain, Williatns scized him by the collar
and rescurd im from the watery grave,
About this time » very painful thing occur-
ed, whicy I decm w. r liy of not«,  ‘L'here were

er of pigs, sheep, turkeys and cbivkens, ‘The
cries of distress from these unfurtunate aisi-
mals, which were distinctly heard on shore,
above the roar of the conflagration, were pain-
fully touching. Poor things, they had thus
far cscaped the butch-r knife ouly to ineet
death sith a thousand fold moré terrors

‘The persondl adventures of those who es

caped would make a volume of thrilling in

terest. . Oue of the cabin boys had $2000 jn
silver, which Le of course tried to save. It is
verdiess (0 say what bocame of him. Anoth-
or Cuivaman actually jumped overboard with
his box of clothes, aud clung to it until pick-d
up. A European gentleman told me that up

on some one's congratulating this wan, he
coolly remarked hie was ‘surry he was not able
to euve Lis wile,100” It is a most remark-
able characteri-tic of this mysterious people—
‘The Chinese—tlia, in the presence of danger,
they nover 8o far luse their prosence of mind
#s 1o forgel their bundle of rags.

The bumfanity of which Christianized peo
ple sliow, or ought to show, in re scuing wo-
men and children and infirm pérsons in time
of perl, never troubles a Chinaman. Their
actions under circom-tauces of this charactet
ure to me as mysterious as ths S) hinx it-elf.
Qut of the thirty Chincse woman and children
aboard, the most of wiiom bad Lusbands and
fathers with th=m, I venture to say that not
five are suved. And us for the poor chi dren,!
I am eredibly informed that at least a part of |
them perished in the flames.  Of the 177 Chie
wese pussemgers, I am also informed that fully

case which at first baffl«d the skill of sericulturists,
But by the aid of science, this discase has been
mitigated, -and promises to be totally goterid of
uniler julicious treatment. As with animal dis
cases, of whicki numerous other instances conld be
given, so with vegetable. Proper treatmemt, if it
dues not cradicate the disease, may at least re-
duce its destructive nature within the smallest
compass.

During the years when the potatoe discase be-
cime first known, various suggestions were put
forthin order to the protection of {he potatoes ;
bt some of them were absurd, 2! others, when
Before
we can properly deal with the potatoe disease,

acted upon, were attended with no effect.

several things have to be taken into account, such
as variety of potatoes, aspect of fields in which
they are planted, goil, drainage, ‘and the time of!
sowing the deel. On farms in which these things
are neglected, and on which the crop is left to
chance, the disease has been found to make its ap-
pearance in its severest form.

Belore we allude to these matters in detail; it is
essential that we should inquire into the natore of
this disease, and by doing so, arrive at the origin
of it.

The potatoe Jisease is .\fw'-:\yn reported to have
made its appearance in the viciuity of the sea
coast, in ficlls with a southern or south-western
aspect, dr In fields consisting of rich loamy soils
and sheltered on the north aud east by wools or
clumps of trees. It smites the baulms of potatoes
(and simu'tancously with them the tubers) of va-
rieties with rough, large, and pointed leaves, be-
fore it becomes perceptille on the hau!ms, of va
rieties having smooth, small, and so:vewh#t round-
ed leaves. Potatoes grown on a sandy soil, in an
open situation, and in fields not inclining to the
south or west, frequently escape the discase, pro-

one third of the number were lost.
Mr. Sheppard, Awerican Consul at Tien

vided they are of the variety of the latter kind

Txin, China, who was on Lis way to lakc}'h"h we have here instanced, and sown carly in

charge of his Consulute, Tost everything ho,""’ spring time. The foregsing, we.believvv, is a
had, including Lis instruciions from the gov- IC"“'"(“ summary of the places, &=, in which the
ernmeut, hLis passport, and all Lis private pap- | discase first makes its appearance, so far as roil,
ers. laspcct, and variety of tulers are concerned.

The origin of the fire will srobubly remaiir| The first evidence of, the malady is in small

forever in doubt, It is Senerally belisved 10 burnt-hke spots on Hé leaves, but on close inspec

have been cansed by one of the Japenese cool-
ies dropping Lis pipe of lighted tobacco in the
ship's bold while the freight was Leing taken
out, ~a'd that smouldered there for many'
hoyrs, and finully burst forth into a cunﬂugnri
tigh.  Another suppo-iion is that it was caus- |
o by spoutsneous combustion of the cosl.

By Sunday worning the whole of the upper
decks, the masts, and all the wooden struciure
of the ship were destroyed. ' She wrs Ldiced
to the water’s edge | ller gréut sinoke stack,
blurred und blackened, the iruf paddie wheels,
and the pouder.us walking beam, were still
erect. Pruring the afterivon all that was left
; of the largest Améfican s:eamslip on r.cord
was towed up 1o the liead of the bay, close to
Kanasama, and late that Sunduy eveuing,
while the little bay was lashed with the fury of
# hurricane, jurt us darkness and night and
storm closed over the scene, the Am-rica dis-
| mautled, bumbied and, destroyed, quielly sank
to the bottom of the ocran, as if w hide her
great misfortune from the gnzo of her lcss)

tion, it will be found that a portion of the haulm,
from the point at which the footstalk of the leal
which presents these spots join downwards, is more

or less damaged, while from the point at which the !

fotstalk of the leal join the baulm upwards is un-
injured. By lifting the tubers out of the soil, it
will be at once observed that the lower or further
portion of it from the root is destroyed, while the
more mature part of the tuber is scarcely affected.
These. features of the discase aré well known to
every agriculturist who grows potatoes, and are
within the provines of science to slmnt of rﬁ}vla-
nation. To electricity, and to nothing else, we
owe the potatoe disease. At this statement, some
person will exclaim “Nonsense !” “Rubbish !”
“The man who says so must be dreaming !” How-
over, expressions of this kind cannot withstam!
truth and faets —facts which on demonstration, are
simple, 2nd because siwiple, are not, therclore, loss
tfwe.

After a thunderstorm, the disease may make its

now dropping them agwin, and scizing them |

favored Lut no long-r euvious sisters, appearance, but the electricity or lightning from

——— e v the storm clouds do not eause it, but electricity
Tue Parsox’s llokse.—The day was produced from the formation of watery particles

warm,'aud the church windows were opel. im the shape of dew drops The atmosphere
o abounds in electricity, but with the production of
lightuing ia storms we do not propose tr deal, but

{ In the mids: of his sermon the ‘preachier wa
{ disturbed by the sudden exit of three men sit {
ting near the door. Glaucing out of the win-' . :
dow, he saw Lig old Lorse * (ﬁmriey," who'lisg”  9mfine awr o.b’.ﬂ:"uml;‘.o .Ih‘d u""uml d";v )
been indulging in teo muck freshecut grass, fluids (if eloctricity can be indee (ermc: 5 Iuln.,
lying dowrin the harness. ‘The kind friends DUt for the purpose of our remarks oy will eall it
who weunt to his relivf svon restored Lim to his such), produced by the vapours which are con-
upright position, and the cangregation g-wer | densed into dew drops. From experiments made
ally wasnone the wiser for the work going on by M. Le Monnier, at St. Germain on Laye, and
outside.  Returning home, the parson ealled  commaunicated to the Academy of Sciences at
his man Patrick to aecount, and asked him Faris; (& amount of electricity in the atmosphere
""i‘|""l“" he had been foeding “Charloy *| was estimated. Lo Monnior caused a pole to be
**An’ sure, why do you ask me the question 7" g, . vertically into the ground, which, at the
“Lvascn eavugh.. ife kil down in the bar~{Lii of 33 French fost, bors. an, iiselated tin
:Ie‘:;c!lvlh'e'n l.'.tl\]“lvo l‘l,):.p;:,:lby',:::.ol:::;; (:‘;l'rup‘:*poiut. from which the metalic jwire conveyed the
«Yes!! 0ok, an’ wen. thin i1 expect h.!elec.mcmy to uelectro?cope.‘ or n.ny other con-
thought he might as well jist tuke nap wid the | Ye"i€nit apparatus for B s Fhe re-
rest of 'em * s:ﬁ was that some electricity might always be de-
T ver tetbeds in the atmosphere ; that in dry weather it
ArLi-Jaw.—Talk about the juws of death,” , Was scarcely perceptible at snnrise, but/increased
exclaimed a man who was living with his third geadually unitil three or four in- {He' afternoon ; it

ninution it became almost insensible at midnight.
The electrical state of the atmosphere has been
practically investigated by others with equal or
«imilar results,

From the foregoing it appears that the change
of the moisture of the earth, by the heat of the
sun during the day, into vapour, produces elee-,
rricity, anid that also the ¢hange from vapour, into
dew causes also, an inerease of electricity. T'his
-hange of vapour invo,'rfsible watery particles in
lew-drops is morg perceptible on vegetation than,
for instance on grave! walks, &:. This is becausc
vegetation, such as jitdes, &e,, being pointed, offers
greater facilities for the radiation of the sun's Leat,
and thereby offefs g cool surfii@ to the atmospbere
betore. rovnded and smooth phjects do, and conse-
quently retain on them a greater amount of wa-,
tery particles ; and also a greater quantity of elecs
tricity is present. Electricity seeks the earth, and
the sap of plants frequently forms for it a eonduc-
tor The rough, large and pointed leaves of pota-
tos plants are such as to present to the atmosphere
a cool surface much sooner than other objects, and
consequenfly (Ley receive a larger quantity of
As a sequent in the formation of this dew,
especially ia lot weatler after very much rain, in
a moist soil proportionately ,a larger quantity of
electricity is formed ju <lose proximity to the
leaves on which the dew is deposited, which seeks
the best conductor for it into the earth. The sap,
of the soft haulms of the plants afford this, and
the electricity is conducted to the tubers  For
the safe reason, the part of the tubers which con-,
tain the most succulent matter and are lowermost

dow.

in the soil, receive the strength of the current and
are destroyed. i
In localities with a sodthern aspect, especially,
after rain in summier, owing to a higher lgmpera-

ture in corfparisun with open districts at'd with

northern or ecastern aspects, there is a greater

amount of vapour, and also a heavier deposit of
dew, 50 that iu such localities the potatoe discase

is known to make its first appearance ; in the vi.

cinity of the sea coast, because of saline proper-
ties, there is always more moisture to be evapo-

rated, which adds to the formation of a copious de-
po itof dew. i i
Swall, swmocth, and round-shaj-el leaves, and

potatoe plants which do not spread luxuriantly on

the surface of the ground so as t» prevent a free,
circulation of air, are less susceptible to diseass
than those varietics which, so to speak, grow apace,
with large and rich foliage. The disease makes itg
appearance when the greatest amoynt of moisture_
is on the ground,land at a time when the foliage is
so thick as to prevent a current of air from pass-

ing underneath thew and dispersing the vapours
produced by the sun's rays in the bottest part of &
summer’s day., These vapours, by being concen-
trated in thefevening time, add to the increase of
the dew deposit —increasefhe prolaction of elec-
tricity, and thereby the disease sooner generates
the destructive malady.—[ English paper.

PRES WM S XS

St. PatrickjAgricultiiral Society
held its annual Cattle Show and Fair at the fand
of Mr, Ilugh Monahan, I)izdeguash, on Tues-
day, 8th inst. Al departments were well repre~
santed considering the very unfavorable weather
There is a very marked improvement in the Stock
these few years past. A very fine Jersey Bull was
exhibitel by Mr. Joseph Liuton, and also &
thorough bred Devon by Mr. Juhn Burns.

Th# roots Were gool in general ; Potatoes not
nearly so large as last year, but Mangolds, Beets,”
Patsiips, Carvots; Turnips and othér roots were,,
ely goo L.

excee
Grain in " consulerable samples was exhibited.
Wheat as five as can Le raised_in the Province,,

weighing from six{y-six to sixty eight pounds to
the bushel; Oats 46, Barley 58, Buckwheat 561bs.
Fruit in very fine samples was exhibited —Ap-
ples for size and flavour which cannet be beaten
this side of Nova Seotia. R
The Fancy department and Domestic manufac-
turcs were also  well represented, which reflects

* L iuch ¢redit on the women for their skill and in-

dustry, E ‘

There seéms to be a lively dompetition Letween
the wembers of the Socicty in exhibiting the pro-
duce of their farms and domestic manufactured ar-
ticles, some members shewing as high as thirty ar-
ticles, and receiving a large amount of, pr:u
money, which/is a great encourazment for them to
produce superior articles from their farms. Tie
Society appears to be stroiiz and in good working
order ; good efficient officers and a hard working
vommittee who take a lively interest in the en-
vouragement of Agriculture and other branches’
of industry.,

Our accommodating Secretary, Mr. Hagh Mona-
han, treated every one presentdo a very fine din-
per, and all seemed 10 enjoy his hospitality to
their evident satisfaction::

| Yours, &e., Mec.
Bocabec, Oct 15, 1872,

scolding wile ; “I tell you they're ne touch to then diminished till the everting fall of dew, at
l(he Jnws of life." ; which time it inervased ; and by a- subsequent di-

Lieot. Crosby, U. S. Infautry was killed Ly’
the ludiunsion the Sth iust,




