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memorable likewise in regard to the amazing and unpre-
cedented  dissemination of the Scriptures. It is not
merely that the area of action has en{;rged in its dimen-
sions, but the Word of God has gone forth on a scale
greatly surpassing all former experience. Nor is this
impulse to be traced solely to those operations which
were special to the seasons and the lands of war. It can
be traced in other countries as well as in France and in
Germany. Denmark, Sweden, Russia, Austria, Italy,
Turkey, have all put forth increased demands for the
Bible ; and did the resources of the Society admit of the
employment of a greatly increased agency, the work

tould be developed in many regions far beyond its
present proportions, The (! i

o large and unqualified
issues of the year, ag though the force

8 of error and super-
stition were rapidly retreating befor

e the advancing hght
us majesty of Inspired Truth ; bat it is surel

a most hopeful cir(?umstanco‘ for which praise and thanks-
gving must be rendered to God, that nearly four millions
of copies of the Bible, in whole or in art, have been cir-
calated during the year; and this simpﬂ)e fact, without any
coloring or exaggeration, may be accepted as affording
wme evidence, however sf‘i'ght, that prejudices are
abating—that hearts are yearning for the knowledge of
brod’s Will—and that, in some directions at least, men’s
minds are opening to religious impression and investiga-

“n. As may be supposed, the year has proved one of
axiety and great responsibility.”

Time forbids, in a Report like this, to follow the
port over the various sections of the
select a few countries, and, as usual,

We shall
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FRAer.NI)uring the war,
nounced the death of
the Socie

a balloon despatch an-
the long-tried and faithful agent of
ty in France, M. de Pressensé, who for thirty-
*ven years regarded the position he held as the privilege
%d honor of hig ‘e, But in this, as in other cases,




