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perty for other folk’s henetit ; vou muke me pay tax on my own industry gove
and skill. which is like a premiium on other people’s indolence and stupi- come
dity. I am willing to edneate my own family, but not other people's, who
Now the force of the aracument has b en seriously felt in many country digse
districts, when the aged, who hayve hrought ap their families, have heen ‘ force
heavily taxed for the building of new school-lotses and getting the new | free 1
educational machinery in motion.  We reply in reference to the principle, to tet
however, that the sins of parents shonld not be visited on the children. know
Bad parcuts or poverty may be their misfortune., It should not ex. dowi
c¢lude them from a participation in the henefits of w svstem which wonld
tend to make them members of <o (v. Fdneation will help to prevent Suj
the ignorant from hiecoming a burdewon the <t-.te as eriminals and paupers, v publi
Atis better to keep peaple in sehool than in the poor-hous=c « it is hetter to say, ¢
pay taxes for education than the punishment of erime.  But let us look at fect 1
the matter inunotherlight. The poor children and parents of & conimunity mand
pay their proportion of the educational taxes in the price of the article whis!
they consume. They, in thiz w Wy pay. say ten or twenty dollars of the cannc
indirect tax which the teaclier draws from the treasury. Now, if vou whisl
were to exclude them from school. vou would be taking 510 or 820 of the fi
their money to educate your children. If schools are to he xclusive, then whisl
in all justice there should be no indirect taxation for their suport, else to mi
volul \\.||] rolh the poor castomer to educate the children of the ‘ i?b"\' can ¢
proprietor, but e
But it is in the name of conscience that the fiercest opposition to om ctrine
«chool system is presented. They tell us that itis* irreligious,”  vodloss,” y to do
“atheistical.” It aggrieves their conscience they sav., because it (1o not
provide the theological instruction for their children. Now it is 1 dlegs Are
to say that our school system is chargeable with this negative offence endoy
whicli isits chief excellence. 1t does not teach any theological system of the p
religion. It aims at being unsectarian—at interfering with no relicious tax-g
helief,  Men of all erceds may take advantage of its benefits. The stom belief:
teaches reading, writing, arithmetic and such like useful branches. and it ing o1
inculeates by the example of teachers and precepts of recognized text hooks
the fear of God and the necessity of a life of morality. “ But thi ry the The
adversaries, isnot enough, It should teach our peculiar religion Jiefs, ed to
We do not say the food you supply i poisonous in itself, but it i whole- ous e
some unless served up with our theological snuce, The syt wld pro- draw
vide for paying the eook for makinge and ving up thi o whenover it tax ur
1s required-—no matterif three-fourths of the Provinee believe that it is Every
soul destroying poison, seel you sow is not weeds, but it is not good ‘ some
unless mixed with the seed from ar relicion wing sheet und the system and a
should provide for paying the sower who mixed his seed with the grain the re
found in our theologieal oran ry —-no matter tho' three-fourths of the Deo- ! the s¢
l’!l helieve th toram to bhe th eedds of deadly rror, "."'lh[]‘:!‘ arainst initiat
the syatem i= not that it teaches positiy error, hut at it teaches no ]'r‘“\_'} them
on.  Itis condemmed for what it does not do. It does not provide the excep
means ot paying teachersto propogate certain definite the lozical tenets, byteri
The ohjectors are left perfectly free to disseminate their own r ligious views Hindu
but they pretend to he aggrieved hecause the government does not under - “We
take to do it for them. through the edneational system.  Now, supposing a teach
community of Chinese settled in our country. They wish to hring up their a gra
childrenin the faith of Buddhism. They say to the officers of the law, we ers of
cannot conscientiously send our ¢hildren to your school heeause in it they do but th
not teach the tenets of ourreligion. Now, ‘we claim the right of getling a but w
teacher for ourselves, a man after our own heart setting up an idol in our is true
school-houses and teaching our children the practices and doetrines of our lendin
idolatrous worship.  We will teach reading, writing and arithmetie along or Chr
with it, but Buddhism we must have taught or we will have nothing. Sup- gious |
pose in these circumstances the teacher draws all his grants from the that if
treasury, would the governnient and the people who countenance the religio
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