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Field for the

Bunco Man;

How He Works His Victim‘si

The Gar;xe as Played by the Smooth Speaking Confidence
Man—His Manner So Amiable, ﬁo Irresistible., That
Few Fail to Fall—One Tourist T;z\lckled Twice in Day.

By Will, E. MacDonald.
“Where are you bound for, friend?”
Should you be sitting in a railway

depot and an amiable stranger accosts
you with this question, beware! Gaze
up at him blankly and gently slip a
hand into your walistcoat in search of
your pocketbook. And after you have
assurance that the roll is still intact,
pass your fingers over your trousers
in proximity to the hip pocket. For
you are about as =afe talking to this
man as a mouse would be sleeping
with a cat. If you are wise your
enswer to him will be short and to
the point. The countersign to his
challenge : 9

‘I'm bound for the nearest police
station.”

But then few are wise. Indeed, even
the “educated:_ fail to recognize a
confidence man when they see him.

. That is why the bunco game is being
worked with such frequency and suc-
cess in Toronto and thruout the
country. The “con”man is so plau-
sible, so amiable, so irresistible that
even the wary fall. Only the counter-
sign can save you. Should this be
used - the bunco man wil hastily
excuse himself, suddenly recollecting

an appointment.

Traveling people .as a rule are
chummy, which means more than
sociable. They liké to mix, pecause
long journe¢ys prove uninteresting and
tiresome. And it is the same with the
men from the farms. They may not
travel much, buf-when they do they
appreciate companionship. ¢ This is
just the kind that the confiGence man
desires to meet. Ie can bé very en-
tertaining.

Supposing you have mot been initi-
ated. The bunce man smiles a smile
that smiles, yes, fairly beams with
friendliness and goodwill.

He notices your preoccupation.
“Where did vou say you were bound
for?” he asks. And you really believe
that vou told him once and you are
almost offended that he should not
have known.

“I'm going to Montreal.”

“S0 am 1, what route d'you take?”

“Guess I'll go G.T.R.”

“Isn’t that lucky, I'm going the
same way!”

That little expression, “so am 1” is
the bunco mans wedge. If you had
said you were about to vacate the
earth by a new method he would have
said, “so am 1” 'He would insist that
he was taking the same course too.
In short the bunco man is the most
agrecable ‘fellow imaginable. His
opinions always coincide with yours.
Therefore, the countersign not being
used, he has another victim.

Now, as to thé bunco man's me-
thods once he sights a prospective
catch. It is tima for the partner or
co-operators to be called in. Some-
times Mr. Wayback is the “fish,” on
other occasions it is Mr. Newcomer,
or probably -a native of the locality.
It is safe to say that once in the net
few escape. 3 :

Confidence is the proper word. No
other term could fit bunco men sof
well, unless the vernacular “bunco”
identifies themn better. The prospec-
tive “fish,” the man about to be in-
itiated, finds himself the recipient of
his new friend’s history in detail.: Of
course, ‘the breezy person modestly
claims that he “has a little income,”
and carries on a.little business as a
hobby. ' Such a burst of confidence
'reposed in the “fish” by the bunco
artist. can only result in one thing,
and that is a drink. As a rule the
nearest hotel is visited by the two in
search of beverage.

In a¥ probability the train to Mon-
treal or to some other place dogs not
pull out for an hour or so. Perhaps
both men are supposed to be just
stopping over for connections. . What
more natural than that the bunco man
should suggest that they see a little of |
the city? Together they start out.
Both "state that they have never had
the pleasurs of viewing the city be-
fore.

The Second Bunco Man.

Opposite the armouries, or - some
other building in the city, which altho
cenfral affords some slight seclusion,
arother stranger almost runs into the
two mew friends.

‘“Pardon, pardon,” he says, “but can
You tell me where I can find the sta-
tion? I have been walking all over
with this big suit case until I have |
tired myself out.”

“Why, yes,” vouchsafes the first
bunco man,” we're going out on that |
Montreal train.”

“Well, now. isn’'t that strange; I'm |
going to Montreal too.” |

More oceasion for celebration,—an- |
otker man going to Montreal. So the|
party adjourns to the sideroom of an
out-of-t 'ay- hotel i

Once seated In private
member of the rarty
grouch ila does
city, \in fact, he detesis it. ¥e would |
like to be able te fly out of it at once. |

siness had not. brought him here |

‘ould never have come. |

nia-i{s my home,” boasts 7\'mn<!

t's the best old place on |

e glad when 1 get out|

erable country. I came u;f

hers yesterday ith a load of mules.

Sold - them to the ity this morning

for work in the new tunnel. 1 got one

surprise since [ landed. 1 expected to

get $125° aplece the mules, and

I'll be cussed if I didn't get $140 a
head.” v

At this juncture

oot
third |
unloosens his
care for the

the

not

“or

I
the waiter enters
and Number Three takes advantage
of the opportunity to flourish a roll of
bills that would choke one of his own |
mules. He heups tirade
“abuse on tlio country and “the fish”
clailms to ba . (Ca ian and resents |
his remarks. Num Thrée then de- |
clares that there w¥ o0 sports in Ca- |
nada, 4 !
Before the “fe0W'" {8 aware of it he!
and his friend are mateh coppers |
ggrinst t) man from Vi la, The
wWagers run up-untll each man bhets* a |
dollar that he will he *odd man,” 'The
three turn coins up and the man who |
Y

£

winner of three
The new friend of the
always made custodian
of the funds, and the other two
pay their bets to him. He i® supposed
to give the money to the winner when
the game is finished. The man from
Virginia proves slick and wins a small
sum ofimoney.  He starts out to keep
an appointment.

“Beating’’ the Game.

And here is where the first bunco
man get in some fine work. He tells
the ‘“fish”’ that the mule man is a
crook. He instructs the greenhorn to
turn' up head on his coin three times
in succession and then turn up tail
three times. He agrees to do the
opposite, consequently one of them
must be the odd man each time, and
the American would lose his roll
The “fish” acquiesces.

Then they “accidentally” meet the
Virginian again on a lonely street. The
new ' scheme is put into operation.
The friend is again the custodian of
the money and he soon collects the
roll from the mule man and also all
the money which the “fish” had.

The party breaks up and the friend
leads the greenhorn down aonther
street and starts to count out the
money. But suddenly the third man
appears. He charges them with con-
spiring to defraud him. The two
move further away to split the money.
The third man rushes up and says that
he is going to the police station,

“Beat it,” shouts the friend, *Tll
meet you at the station in fifteen min-
utes.” The “fish” beats it to the sta-
tion, but he may *as well wait fifteen
years as fifteen minutes. The “friend”
is ‘down another street sharing with
the man from Virginia, who is his
partner in the swindle. The “fish”
waits in vain for his new-found friend
to meet him and give him back his
own money and his share of the
spoils. Often he is out $100 as the
result of his little gamble.

Stop Not At Fleecing.

Cases have been known where the
bunco men, who, by the way, work
in gangs, did not stop at fleecing their
victims, ‘but .attempted to scare them
from the city. Not long ago one young
man was walting at the railway sta-

is odd the
dollars.

“fish” s

is

.tion for his “friend” to come and share

up when a man and woman approach-
ed: The man asked him if he was
the party who had been flipping coins
up a side street a short time before.
The victim replied that he had. He
was then advised to get out of the
city by his questioner, who said that
the other man was locked up on a
charge of wagering. But the young
man -refused to go and said that he
would go tp the station and take his
medicin®, too. When he arrived there
the police knew nothing of the case.

Another form of swindling practiced
by the “con” men is to get one of
their older associates to go to a hotel
where some prospective victim is stop-
ping. The two become acquainted and
during a lull in conversation the “con”
operator turns the subject into the
question of safety in carrying a large
sum of money. He:produces a steel-
bound pocket book, securely locked

and shows the victim the roll he has|

lacked away. = When the other dis-
plays interest he offers to secure him
a case like it,

‘When next they meet the “con” man
introduces his “nephew,” who is stay-
ing with him, After a general con-
versation he produces the new case.
It does not take much persuasion to
get the vietim’'s roll for the purpose
of showing him how it is locked in the
case. The “con” man takes the bills,
puts them in the case and securely
locks it. = The “nephew” notices some-
thing particularly interesting on the
street and calls the victim’s attention
to it. In the moment when he

-glances away the.cases are switched.

Several hours later he unlocks his case
to find a roll of paper within. His
“friends” have departed.

Twice In One Day.

There are numerous crooks 'at pre-
sent working the bunco game. They
handle so many victims in & day that
they fail to recognize themx when they
see them again. A ¥renchman was
swindled out of $70'at the Union Sta-
tion a few weeks ago. [Ile went into
the depot and waited five hours for
he “friend” to come and share the
money. At the end of that time. two
other crooks appeared and attempted
to play the same game on him. He
went with them and when he saw a
mounted constable he grasped both
men until the policeman could come
to his assistance:

Two weeks ago crooks attempted to
victimize a young man. He was dis-

in the day the same bunco
tempted the old gamefon him.

men at-
He had

| them arrested.

Bunco men are not necessarily
young. There are old ones, too, and
the older they get the mare adept at
the game they become. Inspector
George " "Kennedy of the - detective

| headquarters and his men| are trailing

3 confidence men all the time, but
: at difficulty is always|experienced
in securing . evidence against them.
Worse Still,
“Absurd!” fumed the Ifussy
lal, as a fellow-breakf
1 the”coffee-room.
what these hotels
sure; I've been h
week, and caea't
mornin’ but eggs
“But they're d
served his compan
his napkin under

“Wel

com-
[ en
“Don’'t know
are comin’ I'm

to
L0,

ent
)

n, sadly

19t that
r, “and
I know
I am given
new its
e of frigidity on

; Yy with its mangled re-
mains in the form of hash .on the
third, flirt 'with {t among macaroni
and tomnato sauce on the fourth, and
bably on the fifth detect it lurk-

t again In the recesses of a

solation,” replied the bt)

» teo hard on hotells.

whers

a hot t one day, r ac-
quaint: in t

the n

' exclaimed the cam-
away from his own
"Where's that?”
“Inou little  place” replied

{ the
glient sufferer, "culled home!”

|gui.~‘(\d by the detectives and later on |
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Five Hundred Eager and En :
 Playground Players in Fifty Races

thusiastic -

I /

‘w\\ﬁm'
a’a?,\go:"“-’*‘?s
Nothing Like it Ever Seen in

Toronto—All Nationalities.
Competing Made the Exhi-
bition Park Meet a Regular
Olympic. '

R

“When Greek meets Greek then
comes the tug-of-war”

‘When representatives of 54 mation-
alities meet in physical competition
then comes some fun. '

The fun was there all right last
Saturday afternoon when the Toronto
Playgrounds indulged in their annual
athletic games at Exhibitlon Park.
Fifty-four nationalitles yelled them.
selyes hoarse while & black hopeanda
Jew battled in a 100 yards dash. The
Irish cheered the English, and both
cheered the Jews, and everybody
cheered when the Swede ran first.
Racial differences were forgotten,
everybody was Canadian and the
thought of winning for their play-
ground athletic honors made each one
forget that he belonged to daffferent
blood. ; :

Nearly 500 youngsters, over 100 of
whom were girls, from theseven play-
grounds of the city took part in the
games. It was probably one of the
most interesting athletic meets ever
held in Canada. Surprising interest
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SOMEBODYS SWEETAEART

was taken in the girls’ events which
were even more Keenly contested than
the boys, and resulted in the- defeat
by Nettis Hinton of little Annte Mil-
ler who was conceded the victory im
the girs’ sprints.

The various classes were determined

WASN'T TRAT GREAT ¢

by weight instead of age, insuring
closer competition in the events. C.
Adams who won the 100 yards sprint
for weights under 126 pounds showed
promise of developing into a great
sprinter. ;
Keen rivalry was aroused between

HER IBROTHER' INS:

the different playgroundtj. McCormick,
St. Andrews, and Osler playgrounds
fighiting meck and neck for supremacy.

The games were such a success that
it is the intention of the city to hold
a séries next summer at the various
playgrounds that will wind up with
the exhibition champloqshipl as a
climax. There had been an increasing
interest displayed in the playgrounds
this summer which will demand that
a more elaborate pro than that
carried out this summer be undertaken
next season. |

HOW DO YOU FIGHT
THE HIGH COST OF LIVING ?

Toronto Women Tell How They Cut Down
- The Household Bills, by Care When Buy-

ing and Cooking Food, and in General
Work Around The House.

Editor Sunday World:—

I have many ways of fighting the
high cost of living. The first thing
I do is to be very careful what I buy
and who I buy from and then take
good car» that I am treated right I
weigh a!! the goods that come ‘rom
the butcher or the grocer and if any-
thing is short back it goes. [ make
my own baking powder and it costs
less than half. With it I bake my own
cakes and cookies and sometimes
bread,’ biscuits, and rolls.

I make all my own jam marmalade
and preserves and by buying the
sugar by the 100 pounds several months
before the canning season I get it
quite a little cheaper.

I buy all the “standard” dress goods
and materlals out of season and get
them for less than half the price. I
also watch for other bargains. I make
all the underwear and even make the
men's neglige shirts. [ start to look
out for Christmas gifts at the be-
ginning and while they don’'t cost much
they are worth quite a bit.by Christ-
mas.

I do my own work, but have a wo-
man in once a week to wash and do
the heavy work.—Mrs. R. F. W.

Judicious Marketing.

Editor Sunday World: After twelve
years’ housekeeping I find the follow-
ing methods best for my purpose. Buy
carefully and avoid waste and ex-
travagance and watch the small items.
I never neglect ‘on bargain’ household
supplies. Such bargains go. into
stock.

If T secure bargainsy] don't use them
all at once. “Oh, well, they ' don’t
cost much anyway"” never appeals to
me. I use up bargains as carefully
as more expe ve ‘supplies. Waste is
down to & minimum. Tea is used
carefully, just enough made at each
brew, never any extra or *“bit for the
pot.” These tricks only waste
yvour stock. Sugar just as care-
f'u'!y used; milk also. I don't believe
in buying an extra bottle of milk if
only a few spoonfuls are wanted. The
condensed is the most economical.

Stale bread and cake with ‘tasty in-
gredients reappear as bread puddings.’
Surplus cold meat forms the ground

little
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i Have you found' by personal ||

| ietice some way to com- }

high cost of living? |

ou tell other women |

little knack in buy- ||

1 and other household |

s: of some scheme that |

money in ' preparing

meals, or in doing the general
housework?

If you think you
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wor? of stews. I buy plenty of fruit,
but I don’t rush in and buy the first of
its kind. Watch your nickels. I have
found my grocer sells a tea five cents
& pound cheaper than packet teas and
Just as tasty. I bake all my own pies,
cakes and puddings. Buying cooked
meats helps the high cost of living to
g0 higher. I don’t believe in too many
Joints. Steal ples, chops, steaks,
soups, stews and good sausages and
eggs are staple ways of reducing the
high cost of living.

In clothing one can save as well, I
make many of my own: clothes and
nearly all my children’'s. I find it
more economical to -huy stockings.
Watch the small items. Use con-
densed milk when‘ making cocoa. It
will gave the sugar. Thé laundry man
does Mot get many of my clothes. Do
your own and save the wear. -

Buy soap and candles in guantities
and store them; they harden and don't
waste. Don't forget to make your
own preserves but use them as care-
fully as if ‘they were bought. I hope
some of these things will help others
to reduce the high cost of living as I
have 'done. s
Mrs. Smith,
110 Ashburnham road,

North Toronto.
Makes Irish Lace. :

Editor Sunlay World:—1 am a bride
of 11 months, and have found it very
difficultsto get along and save. VA\ly
husband earas $45 a month, and whei
we were married he had saved about
$100, which was a great incentive to
make me save. I can make Irish lace,
and by selling this hate been able to
put a few dollars in the bank
have hought a six-roomed cottage, an
took out a mortgage, and, as f
rot an expensive house, we eéxpect
to have paid off in a few years,

I buy tne caeaup cuts of meat, and
by the aid of a good cook book which
tells how. t2 cook them. I manage to
get up good plain tasty meals’ and
save a great deal- We eat well, bul
indulge in very few luxuries. I keep
a monthly account, and 8o can com-
pare them and see if I have boughi
amything that 1 could have done with-
out. Mrs. R. P

R — :
Does Own Paper Hanging.

Sunday World Editor:—I do my
own paper hanging and house decor-
ating, and manage to keep the home
very nice at a small outlay, When 1
started housekeeping I took a- good
course of lessons in dressmaking and
millinery, and now save many dol-
lars. and also spend many enjoyanle
hours making my -own and the chii-
dren's dresses, G. H.

-
Cuts Down Gas Bill,

Editor Sunday World:—To fight the
high cost of liying {s surely hard, hut
with a persistent effort YOU are sure
to win. In cooeking for.instance, it 1s
not necesgary to have the gas turned
up full; except when a pot 18 first put
on the fiye, Let the pot eome L) A
boll and then turn down the gas,

!‘When you are using the gas oven

j don’t stew your fruit, but bake it and

save the gas

You must know how to sew. So
many things are otherwise wasted. A
lingerie waist usually wears out at
the\ neck, sleceves and collar. These
can be cut off and a neat corset cover
made by doing a little hemming and
adding a few tapes.

When any milk is left over set it
to one side to sour, strain it thru.a
cheesecloth, salt. and you have delici-
cus cottage cheese. Miss F. S. S.

Watches Small Items.
Editor Sunday World:

At this time of the year I have found
that it is comparatively easy to com-
bat. the high! cost:- of living. The
wholesale -markets are now wonder-
fully .attractive, and a judicious in-
vestment of a little money has saved
me a good deal of worry during the
winter. Another thing that I have
found to be necessary for economical

buying is to be very careful that the
man you buy from is a [good and re-
liable buyer himself. I think that
many other women have had the same
experience. i

The other day I made a few obsers
vations’' at the St. Lawrence Market
that I thought might help me in my
buying. I got into conversation with
several women who nhad been buying
fruit ‘and vegetables. The first wo-
man I spoke to was carrying away a
half bushel of peaches in one hand
and a half bushelyof pears dn the
other. She had paid 90 cents for the
first and 75 cents for the second. In a
retail store two: blocks nearer the
street cars she could have got peaches
in the same quantity for 75 cents.
This shows that it is necessary to use
Just as great care when buying at a
market as anywhere else if you in-
tend to save mioney.

Yours truly,

Toronto, Sept. 186. Mrs. T. R.
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UNNATIRAL TR

FISH is a small. moist, un-
pleasant looking body, which

is €qually at' home in the

water -and cold storage. It is also
the father of lies, and full of pto-
maine pcisoning and temptation
te tell tarradiddles.

Figh are found in all parts of the
world, but their favorite habitat is
a cold and clammy plate, where
they are discovered surrounded Ly
a white sauce that tastes like bill-
stickers’' paste. Few people have
the hardihuood to remove them from
this envirorment, tho occasionally
you may observe an intrepid ‘and
foolhardy adventurer attempting the
feat at a sixiy-cent table d’hote din-
ner.

In
what
ing in
that r
ner or

appeaiance 'the fish
unRprepossessing, being lack-
profile and having a mottn
sembles that of a street cor-
tor. 'But it has a lovely, sinu-
cus. straight front figure that afones
for its focial ‘defects. It is aiso/
possessed «f a high moral c¢haracter,
being calm and collected, and. lit-

tle 2iven w temperamental impuls-
es,

is some-

The Mabiis of the fish are most ex-
emplary. The maleés of the species
are .’1}\'.',‘\'.'; on 'hf‘ water ‘\")L’,'!H’-

itle the lady fishes are®so indus-
trious and 30 averse to race suicide
that ‘they fill. the | heart  of Col.
Roosevelt with approyval and deligit.

The chiet charactetistic of fich ap-
bears to their senrse of humor.
Thev are the great practical Jokers

e animal world, and they i
‘tter than

]y

! a humped position
3 uim the cramps, or else

I string him along for miles
A ghuliow stream.without give®
Aim - anything to show for his
trouble but. a' cofd 'in his head.

There are a great many different
kinds of figh, 'Phe most common
variety {g . the One-I-Caught-But
Could-Not-Land,  This species s
extremnealy large, ahout the size of 4
pperm whale, It 1s also exceeding--

1y game, and is- only caughc utier

the moast Lrilliant manpeuyring on
the part of  the fisherman. The
chief pecuiiarity, tho, is|its shyness,
for it is olservable that this para-
gon of the finny tribe is inever hook-
ed except when a man is fishing
alone. ‘

The next most familidr vari i
the fish thal.a man actuall;etgoé:
catch. This variety is & small, in.
significant, measly creature that his
wnfnl doesn’t | think worth * while
cooking. 1t is extremely expensive
a little hana caught fig not tfn‘eé

inches long frequentl sti
$300 to $560. 4 ¥ costing from

Among cther

feties of fizh are the
of fiz 2 sucker, '

abounds ir Wall street 'watersv?h:gg
g.r.ggl(?-t*’ycd perch, who| infesn; the
sngr;t:seeexng dutomobiles ang rubbers
up at'the tal) buildings;| the lobster
(\\‘ ,.w-h Ilyrts around the |barg of tile
xi;v;:'t. _\\r(h.u'» W;iyl. and| the Clarms,
Wihich ére plentify 3 av
ol alon; Fifth ave-
Women, who are greal fishers of
r'x’n:z\, and frequently | make - pj
ﬁ.}:lms. find that the mhst eﬂectu‘g
}mn“ to use 1¢ a combination of good
ooks and flattery, Almast any kind
n_r"u, he fian, especially lan ol.d i
will irise to that bait e

How fishing (‘ume' |
; D S ¢ 3 cls
:’v::r’v’;;, s):;:rm instead ) (:3{0 (txl;rtls:l‘:g

el and funusuaj

Wf"’-‘*hm’ nts is & mystery no":)l;m?a“']
r;(x' atlempted to solve, It (;m;a'?.
simply be gat down aglone of tl:e

vagaries of hy
b man nature that a

comfort ol o

fm to. $100 t 1¢ end of
roiling pier holdin 1 ittle
g . g aldi

{;2;:1' with a sjlly little 1ine r;l:{&cl:lt}?le

- ing for a figh that hagn't b; '

',ry that vicinity fop ten| years amll

].’In;’;x;i rlf:; r‘:;(«‘»lk r’e‘tg:n home withn;t
] + OVery musele in him

aching, an. -
hag h'ld,l ! brag about | the fun. he
n sal

A% has hee
In all ‘partg of th
finest Vil (IF' are

your ;'ll[l'ht‘,"”‘

nt
that ig the

find that
A% whieh tuy ﬂﬁll'

well-known

d, fish are foung
€ world, - hut the
to hg discovered
Aldo you will
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Employers of Laborers Will
~ Give Ticket of Leave Pris-
‘oner a New . Start, But
. Police Chiefs as Rule Are
Unsympathetic.

o

ONTARIO'S SYSTEM

Within the last three years Ontario ;
has fallen into line. and now is lead-
ing, in the battle for bette?rlns_ the
‘conditions of its unfortunate efti-
zens. The principal instrument that

‘| hag been used and from which won-

derful results have been obtained is
the ticket-of-leave or the parole, -

The power of clemency in ‘Cannda
rests solely with the governor-general
according to the stipulations of ‘the.
British North America Act and, altho
judges have the pgiver to impose sen-
tences they have lutely no power:
to abbreviate them. ;

The tendency of penology, particu-

larly withih the last decade, indicates
tba{ the great majority of delinquents
are defectives either mentally, mor-
ally, -or physically. This makes It
clear that it is a social duty to furn-
ish treatment for the unforturates:-of
a worthy character. g B

In modern police courts men are. or
should be, ‘sent to prison for one. af
two reasons, for the protection -of
scciety:. or for the betterment of the
offender. A very small percentage of
the average prisoners are bad atl
heart. the great majority being a pro-
duct of thelr. environment.
been the objcct of progressive govern-
ments as far as possible to surround
the prisoners with an environment

acter. This has Been :louti@” 1o be
almost impossible in a prison:

It was realization of ‘this difficulty
that lead to the adoption of the ticket-
of leave. The object 'is to have ‘&
reasonable control over offenders, and
yet to leavo them in''such” freedom
that they can work out their own:
problems. When the  government
made the experiment it little thouzght
that the hearty support of the em-

It was expected that citizens would
stand aloof when called upon to-take
into their buildings former. convicts,
and it is oply after three years’' op-
eration of the parole law that the
government has learned that busi-
ness men are always willing to help
the unfortunate men who have de-
termined to make a fresh start in life.

Under a Commission

The Ontario Parole Commission was
appointed in the autumn of 1910, and
originally consisted of Justice Teet-
zel, Hamilton Cas8els, K C., Noel Mar-
shall, Daniel Marshall, Col. A. H.
MacDonald, K.C., of Guelph, T. H.
Preston of Brantford, and Donald Mec-
Intyre, K.C.,, of Kingston. Mr. Me-
Intyre has recently resigned to act
| as head of the Ontario Railway Boara.

BEvery six or , seven weeks the
commission meets in the. office of the
secretary, Warden Gilmour of the
Central Prison, to take up the casecs
that have baen prepared for it by the
warden. Before the prisoner appears
in the board room he must be passe
ed upon by the warden, who recom-
mends him on account of behavior
or other good qualities.” -The pris-
oner then arpears before the comnis-
sion, and he is questioned. After a
heart to heart talk on which-
life, the present situation and the
Iutux_‘e prospects of the prisoner ure
considered the commission decides
what recommniendation it shall- make
to the department of Justice.

Altho the commissién has been in
exigtence less than three years sev-

eral hundred men have appeared be-
fore it.

Three Per Cent. Fail

Only three per cent. of the men out
on ticket-of-ieave have failed to make
gocd, and, aitho the men are required
to report every month, until their
ticket-of -leave expires, to the nearest
sheriff or chief of police, and as there
are only three or four sheriffs in the
pProvince that will take an active in-
lerest in these men they are almost
entirely thrown back upon the chief
of police and their own resources.
This is considered by those interested
If the work as 6ne of the great draw-
baf‘:ks of the Ontanio parole law,

Men on parcle should be kept as far
as possible away from the police,” paid
& prominent criminal worker to 'The
Sunday World. The average chief of
Ppolice is too hardened and unsympa-
thetic and is in other ways unadapted
for the work of %helping prisoners to
reform.”

In Toronto the mrisoner is more
fortunate. “ He can report to Dr. Gdl1-
mour at the.Central Prison, who is
always willing and anxious’ to lend a
helping hand or give a word of advice
and he can also seek the assistance
of two societies who work in the in-
terest of ‘discharged prisoners, the
Prioners’ Aid Soclety and the Salva-
tion  Army.

Not Hard to Find Work

Men out on ticket-of-leave usually
have less trouble in getting work than
other men, according 'to a prison wel-
fare worker. A word from one of
our workers to the employer saying
that a man is trying to reform is gen-
?riallly enough to have him given a
rial,

Altho the ticket-of-lcave 1s §n
instance given to a man who has not
finigshed at least one~half of hig gen-
tence a very large progortion of the
men are so anxious to make g00d that
they receive their ticket the day ghe
sentence is half expired.

Th term ticket-of-leave’ ig not a
happy one, as it savors rather w0
much of penal servitude. Mr. Brouk-
way, l-ormerly superintendent of the
New York state prison at Elmira, was
the man that succeeded in making a
success of the ticket-of-leave and in-
troduced it as a gaperal Ppractice. He
called it parole, but for some reason
unknown this name has not been
adopted in this province, altho in gen-
eral use in ths United States.. It has
now been‘Ln vogue in England  and
parts of Europe for over half o cen~
tury and has met with unqualified
su%(;eu wh;rever introduced.

6 mumber of men in Ontarlo -
vineigl prisons at the preuno t time
about 700 and while some of them wi
not get a chance of a ticket-of.] ve
most of them will he able to apend the
last half of their sentence in learning
to eontrol themselyes and preparing
for the time when they will be o -
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