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on the subject. Under such circumstances, Association and the government will lead
I think my hon. friend will agree with me to the conclusion that the Intercolonial Rail-
that his motion might very well be with- way trackmen sbould be paid the rate of
drawn, because he will be glad to know, I wages whicb I bave suggested la this
am sure, that the step which bas been taken motion. Tho rate of $i.5o a day is not pro-
is satisfactory to the trackmen themselves. posef as a bard and fast wage te be paid
With regard to the salaries paid to the men Il over the systom of railways but it is
employed on the Intercolonial Railway, I proposed as the minimum wage to be paid
am sure that my hon. friend the mover of to workingmen. I base my case on the
this motion and all those who have sup- simple ground that any man who is fit to
ported it will admit that the present gov- ho a trackman et tbe Intercolonial Railway
ernment have not done badly at all with or fit to be a handier of freight, or to ho
their empioyees. Ail the salaries bave been entrusted wvitb bundreds o? thousands of
increased silice 1896. Evon tbe trackmen, dollars o? the property of Canada, wbo is
who form the suhject es this motion, re- not worthi $1.50 a day, sbould net be on the
ceived an incrense two or three years ago. Initercolonial Railway or any other railway
They receive now $1.20 a day. It is not a l Canada. y bon. friend from Prince
very large wage, I admit, and there seems Edward Island das said that there are men
ta be a genoral consensus et opinion that whio are worth one dollar per day whilo
it should be increased. The discussion that athers are W trth $1.50, but the question I
has taken place bere will io douht serve a am discussing 110W is the* fixing et a mini-
good purpese when the timo comçs fer the mum rate, and I amn afraid that my bion.
discussion et the matter between the mon friend does net quite understand the respon-
and the Minister of Railways and Canais. sihilitie o the trackmen upon great systems
The minister will ho very mu& assisted by of railways. Before a man can be a track-
the discussion that as taken place to-day man, oi toust , in the first place, go on the
and the geoneral expression e opinion that rond ns a sort t apprentice.
ias been conveyed from ail sids e the trackmen,

ouse that the men who give their tioe and A n. e Es y
services te th c 1ntry ongt to receive ado- îNaîd $5 A
quate campensation. My horind that
bas moved this motion bas sougodt te ake 1 hrought this matter, during four or five
a comparison between the salaries paid m years, efere the railway department and
the Canadia Pacific Railwy and efre the general manager, and s a last
paid on the Intercelonial Railwa.1ebs resert. I have hrnught it up la tbis flouse.
statod, and stated trniy, that the wagos A man bias te ho an apprentico for several
paid on the Canadian Pacfic Railway are mentbs, and then, if tound competent by
seowhat bighor than the presnt wages the trackmaster, hd is givon a permanent

p ailway. I < position on the Intercolonial Raiway an
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net knew, bewever. that this is an argu- laEs ail the respoasibility t the wrk. He
ment, and I do net chose te discuss the su- 1bas to kep that rond ld geod condition, and
ject on that basis at ail. It l very dificult le hable te ho call d eut at any time, at any
if net impossible, te lay dewn a uniferm heur ea the nignt or day, ven on Sundays.
rate et wages te ho paîd te traccmen. It fe imust e there on ail occasions te pro-
nst dopend very largely on the locality. tct thoe track and das te w hrk aine and

Tiero are sections es the country where ton and sometimes twelve tceurs a day. The
$120 represents mu more than it dtes pc greater the strme in hewfirter and the botter
citis like Montrea and Ottawa. The mon the sua l summer, the harder theas te
understand that themselves, and are pro- wrk, and yt we enly pay hm the miser-
pred to diseuss this vi w with the gern- able sum et $1.20 per day. The bon. leader
ment la th i cnerence that is to tako place eI the opposition bas tried te draw a red
hotweenri tem, and the administration a yerring acres the track by seeking te cast
tew days benca . I hope therfore upon the refoectiens on the Minister et Labeur and
assurance I have gven that the matter sil; the work et the Labour Department. But
ho censidered and adjuste , that my bon. that on. gentleman dare net stand Up ere
riend froem Cumberland wiii agre te witay and move that the Labeur Bureau, establi-

draw his motion, and I hope my bon. fried sged by the Postmaster General ho aelish-
frm oacques Cartier will d the ame witn td. Ho knws just as well as I do, tbat the
bis amendment. estalishment eo that department was a step

Mnt, AN do tchoe tordiscustesub ha the right direction. ie k ndws well thatject OGha bAs atha P ery statesiculthe Minister et Labour aas don more fer
ho is at tho present time la negtiation with the iaheuring mon et Canada than eel the
th Trackmen's Association, et course I do Cabinet Ministers o the Conservative ad-
nt desire te do anyting that is going to ministration wer ab e to de from 1867 dowu
injure the chances of the mon to bave this te the advent ie thw present goverament.
matt r teroughly discused, and thoeir H is perfectly weil aware that an the old
wages increMsed al along the lin if possible. days, when geverment wrk was doe
I trust the notiations wbich are geing on dewn la Noa Setia, navyes and dagder
at th present time between the Trackmen's wero hreught i to work fer a pittance of
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