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In the l.isl ten or fiftrrn years there hm hern a j,'ri:it Kr.)\vtli
in our confhlfnce as to the soli.larity <,f the siattcred provinces
and territories now comprised in Canada. Wo have at last come
to believe that we are to he a nation. I am aware that there are
those who will deny the propriety of usini; sii. h a word to
descril>e our political condition. Hut the Scotch are a nation, the
Irish are a nation, and I shall speak of Canada as a nation. We
are rapidly devel()pin^' a j,'reat confidence in our future, and threat
confidence in the future of a yount; country is apt to take the
form of boastin- about it. We talk constantly about the si/.e of
Canada, its vast natural resources, its immense potency in pro-
ducinj,' natural wealth, and we take credit for all this just as if we
Canadians had created Canada. Instead of this we should remem-
ber every day of our lives, with bowed heads, that Canada was
made for us and for our heirs, and that we are merely stewards
for posterity, answerable as we do well or ill by Canada. This
confidence, however, as to what Canada will do /or us is an
agreeable change from the fears expressed by the doubting'
Thomases of the past, but it should always be accon \nied by a
grave and reverent sense of what we should do for .in;ula-a
very difTerent sort of problem from what Canada should do
for us.

Before we approach in detail ths duty of Canadians to
Canada, let us set forth what will constitute success in the
development of Canada

; what will be a satisfactory fulfilment
of our duty to Canada. ,\n answer in a broad sense is not diffi-


