
CHAPTER XI

NEWS OF HUNT. NEWS OF ROLLO. NEWS OF DORA

The great Argentine trip— an affair of so much con-

séquence in its bearing on the development of pony-

breeding as to attract the attention of the " Field " in a

séries of articles that spoke in highest terms of "Messrs.

Hannafords' well-known establishment" and of "the

far-reaching efïects of their new enterprise" — occupied

six months. Six weeks— or days — they seemed to

Percival as they fled on the novelty and the busy interests

that attended him while in South America. Six years

he found them on the long voyage home in the steamer

that brought him and the purchases from native stock

of whose blood "the far-reaching effects" were to be

produced; and twice and three times six years he de-

clared to himself he seemed to hâve been away as, in

the closing hours of an April afternoon, the train brought

him in sight— at last ! at last ! — of homeland scènes,

of Plowman's Ridge along the eastward sky.

Quite a little party was assembled on Great Letham
platform to greet him. The Rough 'Uns had driven

over in two séparate carts — one that should carry

him to Aunt Maggie and the other that should bear his

luggage — and they were there, their faces to be seen

afar like crimson lamps of their excitement, and Mr.

Hannaford's leg-and-cane cracks rising high above the

din of escaping stcam in wliich the train drew up, and
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