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8Uggrst«l by the nccwmltiw or even the p«»»ions of

the moment, but were never intends to be taught m
doitrinc. In like manner the exahation, by sec tarian*,

of one special doctrine at the cost of estentiat princi-

ples of the faith led at times by way of naciion to an
a{>[>arent repudiation of the implied heresy; whilst the

synagogue, through its Interpreters, recognised the

true nature of this ap- .nt repudiation and con-

tinued to give the objectionable doctrine its pro|x-r

place and proportion among the accepted teachings of

Judaism.' Some test or tests as to the real theological

value of a Talmudic saying will therefore, always be

necessary in making use of the old Rabbinic literature

as a source of theology. The Jewish liturgy, which
was from earliest times jealously guarded against

' See WeiM THl i m and Joel'i B/u»f, a iw, leq. At an illuitrttion

we refer here to the well-known ol.)ection to the explanation of certain

law» (L*v. 21 m ami Deut. aa « and t) on the mere principle of mercy,
"for h' '••ho doct lo) declare! the attrihutet (or the laws dictated by
•uch a .ibute») of the Holy r)ne, blefied be he. mercy, whiUt they
are only commands" T"" - J» >< TlT ffC!'^ isp.t ^ rvp'VV "IM.
See JI/isAnaA Berafheik, 5 • ; Mtgillak, 4 •; Jtr. Btratkotk, 9 < and
B. T. BerackoA, 33 h, text and commentarie*. Cf. abo Hacher, Ag.
Am., 3 T». All theae authoritiei, however, were iet a»i(le by the
•ynagogue which continued the tradition of IHeudo-Jonathan to Ix:v.

aa « (lee Berliner, Targum, a m) and never hesitated to explain such
Uwt on the principle of mercy. See Gtn. R., 75 u \ iJeut. R., 6 1

;

Tan. B., 3 4a a. Cf. also Gin. R., 33 «, where with reference to I's.

I«5 » the words occur Or"a ir.1 '*mf5 fHT. As lo mediarval au-

thorities for the patlan Kalir, see Kuber's note to P. K., 98 A. Cf. also

Nachnianidea Commentary to Deut., 32 « and 7, and the reference

there to Maimonides. .See aU» pny Cip*?' by Isaac Zalcr, Warsaw,
1895, 3 M a and b and 5 m ^ and m a.


