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It is quite certain that before the establishment of the Buffai c.SocKTv „K Natural Sc.knces no one had undertaken to inves-
tigate the Flora of Buffalo and determine what plants it comprised

It IS true that at rare intervals some of the early botanists and
collectors had v.sited our neighborhood. As long ago as .749, Ka, m
a contemporary and correspondent of L.n.v.kus, made an excursion
to the Palls of Niagara, and. undoubtedly, collected some of the re-
markable plants of that locality. In ,806, Pursk, the author of

I ora America. Septentrionalis " (as wc are informed in his pref-
ace) traversed the extensive and highly interesting country of
he Lesser and C.reat Lakes." In the following year, M.chaux,
the younger, wh.le engaged in a botanical exploration in westernNew York, traveled from Bat.via to Buffalo, recording some inter-
estmg observations respecting our primaeval forest ; and, some fif-
teen or twenty years later, Dku.m.mond and Do.'oi.ass, distinguished
botanical explorers, made collections of plants at Niagara 'unfor
tunately, however, only the scantiest and most unsatisfactory record
reaches us of the labors and discoveries of these pioneers of botani-
cal science in this vicinity.

Probably the earliest botanist who had a permanent residence in
Buffalo was Dr. Johx A. Kinmcutt :-in ,828, one of the physi-
cians of the village. In "'I ne Flora of the State of New York "

TORKRV makes acknowledgement of having received from Dr Km-
NICUTT some of our more notable plants : but, aside from this brief
mention, we have no account of his botanical labors.

Upon the organization of the Buffalo Sociktv of Naturai
Sciences, m December. z86t, a Committee on Botany was appointed
consisting of the Hon. Gf.orof. W. Cmrox, the Society's firsi
1 resident. Dr. Chari.ks C. F. Gav, and the compiler of the present
Catalogue. In the spring of .S62, the Committee began an investi-
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