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"'Foster, Angel and Ames, Brice» Fisher Albjbott's

digest^ etc. In » wordw: mu^t own that we cannot
> ui^eiistand hon. Sir Campbell could say ,:

.
'VNp duty

: '" imperatively devolves upon me under the language
" of the statute creating my office in respect pf such a
" proceeding as the pre^enti" ;when the la>^ makes it

-'an imperative duty ifor<hnn accori^ipgtQ ch> .^S^pf the
:' consoHdated statutes of Lower Cwfizi^^ >yhen also a
law ]prior to confederatiopvremjnds hiiyi jpiC that (^uty,

' which is made so evident )>y the fatpous a<^t 31 Vict.

ch. to, that the ignorance of it is. npt,excusable.

tf.riw 'Of; X

ininister ofjustice has examined the several

allegations of the petition and reviewed certain facts

with which the Bank is reproached.' This in^ntion

was not only to see whether the arguments enumera-
ted proved by themselves that the law. . had , been
violated, but also to enter upon the very merits ofthe

case and thus encroach upon the province of the tri-

bunal whose right and duty it was to judge the facts.

We shall follow him on that ground and it will be
^n easy matter for any one to convince himself that

the accusations were sufficiently founded to authorize

the attorney general to allow a prosecution for for-

feiture of charter.

The Bank was accusec* of having,, from the ^2nd of

January l874tothe 19th of march 1 88 r,habitually and
° constantly violated and tran.>^gressed the fundamen-

tal articles of the laws by which banks are governed^

and especially its charter, of having made a bad use

of its powers' as a corporation, of having arrogated to
' itself functions which it was expressly forbidden to

exercize, and of having assumed franchises and privi-

leges which the law does not confer upoo it. . It had
been guilty of these JHegalities . in the following

mannen ,>« ,, . •.,;:,,-
, j..

'f hj. By exacting constantly usurious rates of fnterest,

exceeding seven per cent ; that is to say a rate of
interest or discount of eight and nine per c^ht and
sometimes more.


