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fcarcely a trace of the original fcheme remains f

Thus, between the refiftance of power, and the

unfyftematical procefs of popularity, the under-

taker and the undertaking are both cxpofed, and

the poor reformer is hifled off the ftage, both

by friends and foes.

Obferve, Sir, that the apology for my under-

taking (an apology vhich, though long, is no
longer than neceflaty) is not grounded on my
want of the fulleft fenfe of the difficult and invi-

dious nature of the tafk I undertake. I rifque

odium if I fuccecd, and contempt if I fail. My
cxcufe muft reft in mine and your convic-

tion of the abfoluce, urgent mcejfity there is,

that fomething of the kind fhould be done. If

there is any lacrifice to be made, cither of efti-

mation or of fortune, the fmalleft is the beft.

Commanders in chief are not to be put upon the

forlorn hope. But indeed it is necelTary that the

gtrempt fhould be made. It is neceffary from our
own political circumftances -, it is neceffary from
the operations of the enemy •, it is neceffary from
the demands of the people j whofe defires, when
they do not militate with the ftable and eternal

rule^ of juftice and reafon (rules which are above
us, and above them) ought to be as a law to a

Houfc of Commons.
As to our circumftances •, I do not mean to ag-

gravate the difficulties of them, by the ftrength

of any colouring wh^^foever. On the contrary,

I obferve, and obferve with pleafure, that our af-

fairs rather wear a more promifing afpedl than

they did on the opening of this feffion. We have

had fome leading fucceffes. But thofe who rate

them at the higheft (higher a great deal than

I dare to do) are of opinion, that, upon the

ground of fuch advantages, we cannot at this

tim« hope to make any treaty of peace, which
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