
MTeighcd with caution •, and, therefore, it is as ntfj

ceffary for them to adhere to truth, in the former,

as it is prudent to avoid fophiftry in the latter.

This confideration, however obviousr it may ap-

pear to others, feems to have totally efcaped the

attention of the body of men who lately fat at

Philadelphia under the name of " The General

•* American Congrefs." In a paper puWifhed un-

der the title of " A Djeci^aration by the Re-«

** prefentatives of the United Colonies of North

•* America" *, the fads are either wilfully or igno*

rantly mifreprefented *, and the arguments deduced

from premifes that have no foundation in truth.

But, as whatever falls from men who call them-

felves the Reprefentatives of a people, muft fal>

with fome degr^ of weight on the minds of the

undifcerning part of mankind; it becomes, in fome

meafure? neceffary to exaniine bri^fjy the reafon*.

held forth by the Congrefs to juftify the rebellion

of their Conftituents. On a fubged fo trite, ar-

.

guments advanced by otherWriters may fometimes.

recur j but novelty is lefs the objec?: of this part;

pf the difquifition, than perfpicuicy and precifion.

The Declaration of the Congrefs begins with

an involved period, which either contains no
meaning, or a meaning not founded on the prin-

. ciples

Vide Appendix.


