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It is aUedgcd that w« coatribiite noth!% to the common de-
fence ; to this we anfwer^ that the advantages which Great".
Britain receives from tlie monopoly of out trade, far exceeds
our proportion of the expence ncceflary for Ilia t purpofe. But
ihould thefe advantages be inadequate ti)erel!li>, ler the rcftiic-

tions on our trade be removed, and we wil chtcrfully contribute
itich proportion wheu conftitutimuilly requirdi.

It is a fundamental principle of the Britifh cx>nftitution» that
every man ihould have at lealt a lepiefenr-tiive Ihkie in the for-

viation of thofe laws by which he is bound. Were it otlier-

wife, the regulation of our internal police by a Britilh Parlia-.

anent, who are, and ever will be unacquainted with our local

circumflances, muft be always inconvenient, and frequently op-
preiiive, working our wrong, without yielding any poilible ad-.

Yantage to you.
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A plan of accomjBodation (as it has been abfiirdly cal'ed) has;

keen propofed by your niinifters to our refpeftive aifemblies.

Were this propofal fr<*e from every other objection but tliat

which arifes from the time of the offer, it would not be unex-
ceptionable. Can men deliberate with the bayonet at theif

kreait? Can they treat with freedom while their towns arc fack"

td ; when daily inAances of injufticc and oppreflioo, difturl^

the Hower operations of reafou ?

Jf thi't prcpcptl ii realy fiKh at you Jhould offer ^ and ^xe aC",

fspt, "why was it delayed till the nation Tvai put to uftlejt expence,

ajtd ive were reduced to our prejent melancholy fituatiin f

If k holds forth nothing why was it propofed ? Unlefs it»-

dced to deceive you into a belief that we were imwilling to

itllen to any terms of accommodation: but what is fubmittcd

to our co»fideratiou ? we con'icnd for the difpofal of our pro-

perty ; we are told that our demand is unreafonable, that our

affemblies may indeed colleft our money, but that tliey muft

at the fame time offer, not what your exigencies or ours may
lequire, bvit fo much as fliall be deemed fufficicnt to fatisty the

dcliies of a minilter, and enable him to provide for favorites

and dependants. (A rccarrcnct to your oim treafury will convime

yott hoiw litik cf tiie mmt\ ah fo-h extorted from ut hat been applied to the

mUefcfyour burdent) To fuppoie that we would thus grafp the.

ihadovv and give up ihe fubliancc, is adding infult to injuries.

We liave neverthelefs again prefented an humble and du-

tiful petition to our Sovereign : and tc^ remove every imputation

ot obliiuacy, have icfiuefted his Maicftv fo direft fome mod©.
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