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Powers of Europe, but particularly with Regard

to England.

Secondly, I fhall apply myfelf to the Exami-
nation of the prefent State of Germany, with Re-
gard to the fame Points, more efpecially the Bal-

lance of Power there ; the Grandeur of the Im-

perial and Ele£foral Dignities -, the Capacity of

the Germanic Body to refift, or if they find itnc-

ceflary to reduce the Power of France ; and the

Relation which in its prefent Circumftanccs thit

Country has, or may be fuppofed to have to

Britain.

Laftly, I fhall take Notice of the anci'^nt and
prefent Circumilances of the Inhabitants or this

Ifland, as well in Regard to their Properties and

Commerce, as to their Intereft in Refpe(5t to their

Concerns on the Continent, and that great Con-
cern of all the Ballance of Power in Europe ;

with fome Thoughts as to what it has coft us,

What it may coft us, and what at this Jundure wc
may be able to expend about it.

Clnverius, who has written with great Learning

and Judgment theHiftory of the ancient Germans^

has very fully (hewn, that, all Circumftances con-

fidered, the Nation inhabiting this vaft Tra6l of

Country, made a greater Figure in thofe early

Days, than (he does now, having frequently ex-

tended her Conquefts on every fide, and Peopling

by this means moft of the Northern and Weftern

Parts of Europe. The ancient Germans were, as

all Writers agree, a Generous, Brave and Gallant

People, pafTionately fond of Liberty, and v/ho

were content to be free, in a very indifferent

Country, rather than ri(k being Slaves, by fub-

mitting themfelves fo abfolutely to the Will and

Diredion of a fingle Perfon, as was requifite in

Order to conquer a better. In Procefs of Time
their
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