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'.). Tlioro is iiii t!xcet!<liiigly CDmiiiou

fuHsil ill tlio .Seli<irk limustoiiu which

hu;irs such a rosiMiiblfuicc to tlie disc of ii

suiiHowcr tliiit it is nut a niattur <>f sur-

prise that (luarryiuei: slmuhl have called

thoiii "potrilicd suidhiwurs." Maiiy excel

lent specimens of tliosecau ne seen in the

stone l>r<)Uj,dit to the city for building

purposes. Srinie of them arc ten inches

in diameter and about one inch thick,

l)erfectly round with a slight depression

in the centre on one side, and slightly

convex on the other. Tin; whole sur-

face presents a checked appearance, like

tlie seeds in a sunflower. VVlicn n verti-

cal section is examined it a] ipears com-

posed of innnmeralile rods about the

thickness of ordinaiy wire. This pecu-

liar fossil also occujues a very d<nd>tful

position in tlic scale of life. It has been

referred to the sponges, corals and even

phmts.

Hwing to it being found in the vicinity

of some lead bearing rocks, it hits been

called " lead coral."

r(ii'..vi..s.

4. iiv- far the most connnoii fossils

in this locality are representatives of the

coral family, endiracing several species.

One very beautiful furni is the "cliani

coral./ It appears like a mass of small

chains thrown together. Some very

tine si)ecimens of this kind have

been found wlvicli sliow \ery dis-

tinctly the structure <if a \ ertical section.

One sjiecimen weighed over twenty
pounds. Another t;<i\nmon coral ])resc'its

a .itar-likt! ai>pearance on the sujface, ana
in some respects resendiles the " lumey-

couib coral " of other formations.

This sjiecies occurs in comparatively

large masses, and in some cases interfeius

with the successful " dressing " of the

stoue. .\nother variety of coral, not so

coiiunoii as the preceding, Ikuus some re-

seiiil)laHoe to a horn, \aryinj; from two to

six inches in lengtii, two inclies tliick,

and tapering to a point, ami having a

slight curve. These are the " ])etritied

bonis ' of the ipiariy. Together with

the precedii';j some two oi' ihretj other

forms of coral life arefound in Selkirk

(juarry, a place wliei'i^ there seems to

have been a sort of coral reef at one time
on which tliese tiny organisms toiled in

the waters of a warm sea, foriiung rock to

be ipiarried by man when the genial cli-

mate was replaced by the cold northern
blizzards which now sweep over the s.ime

place with a temperature forty to iifty de-

grees bcluw y.ero.

crT'n.K-i-isH.

o. Almost as common as the corfUs are

the innumerable fossil remains of repre-

sentatives of the cuttle-fish family. Sev-

eral species are found, some of which are

large -three to four feet in length. Most
of these are reailily recognized ny a series

of rings. These are tluj fossil segments
of the animals' liody. In some the rings

are not more than one quarter inch in

thickness, in o.'iers much thicker. The
animals lived in .-iliells consisting of many
chaml)ers, the last being occupied by the

animal. They likely sported in the water
near the .siiore, and thus became embeil-

ded in the coral leef. On e.^ramiiiation of

one of these fossils you will fre((Uent]y

tiiid a rod-like structure passini; throuidi

the centre of the segments. This is

(^ften the only remains you find of the

animal, and mu.st not be considered as the

whole. Some of these structures are two
inches m diameter, with a more or less

beaded aj)j)earanje, bearing a close resem-
blance to a piece of turned wood.

ANIMALS ALI.IKh TO CHAlts.

(). As yet only the fragments of trilo-

bites have been f<iund m this ipiarry.

But there is no doubt further investiga-

tion will be rewarded by iiKjre complete
forms. The trilobite is one of the most
complete fossils fouml. Some looli very
nuich like the "king-cral)," exceedingly
common in the vicinit}' (jf l\irtland,

J\lai' The shell-like covering is usually

triloi jil, hence the name a]ii)lied to the

tla.ss. The eyes were compound, like

those of in.sects, and ai'e most excellently

[ii'eserved in one of the si)eciinens found
at Selkirk. The body of the trilobite is

composed of a series of separate rings or

SI gments varying in number in diti'eiont

genera. Sometimes these fi,>.ssils are
found in a rolled up condition, a form
which the animal was able to assume,
likely ti> enable it to sink with greater
rapidity into deeper water during mom-
ents of danger. The well de\elo|)ed

nature of the eyes U! these crab-like

creatures indicates that at this ea. ly

period in the earth's history there was
light. Some fossils of this class have
been found which measured a font in

length. The largest 1 have found in

Selkirk rock seems to have been the frag-

ment of one live inches in length.

liesides these fossils grouped in the six

divisions above, there have been found a

few others of a moi-e or less doubtful
form, chiefly fragments which I am not in

a position to describe but which after

a mule thorough examiautiun uf those


