
ceiituries ago at least. In iliese respects
Canada is far from new: wliile if vt- stop
to compaie even tlie date of Ca'.mt's land-
inK with the age of (Jreece, fal»stine,
Kgypt. Syria and liahylon, ihen Canada is
still yonnj,'.

Hut years do not eonstitnte the only gani;.'
by wliirli to measure. Von liave seen eliil-
dren of eislit or ten with faces old cnoii^ii
10 give the impression of adult experience.
This is the true measure, experience.

In tlie matter of experience, tlien, we will
endeavor to show that Cinada is not onlv
the newest, but also amonir the oldest )f
the nations. The way by whicli tlie people
of Canada have travelled from tlie earliest
days of Knropean occupation until the
present, bears ail the marks that illustraLC
the age of countries whose age is calculat.'d
in millenniums in place of centuries.

Away down by the sea, th.. remains of
at least two buildings, one the seat of auth-
ority, the throi'.e room of the Viceroy of
France, the other a munitions warehou.-e
of the same autliority. mark the impact of
Kuropean civilization and occupation, on a
territory in which stone had never before
been used for the construction of a build-
ing. At this .si.ine spot, or rather at these
same spots, for they are a few miles ap.irt,
one of the oldest institutions of aboriginal
Americans was incorixirated into the new-
order of tilings, and adopted by the new-
comers in Iheir intercourse with the na-
tives.

Again, most of you read the Credit Mens
.lournal. In a recent issue of thai magazine
Champlains habitation was illustrated. This
little comimmity. built upon the sill washed
up on th.' shore of the river at the foot
of the Oibraltar of ,\merica, answered for
the colony planted there by Cliamplain, for
piirliainent buildings, government house, de-
partmental buildings, agricultural college.
cathedral, armory and barracks.
The beginnings of religion, of education,

of medicine, of ag-iculture, of law. Th.'
debates or elocutionary contests betwien
civil and military authorities, the records
of the deceit and knavery of the Intend-
ants, graft charges, and the means tak.>ii
to Iiiniiel thiin, and the etloits in turn .>f

the government in Krance to explore the
tunnels Tle'se nre only a few of the
things that go to demonstrate tliat hidden
among the musty archives are records th it

are by no means new. .\nv of these items
would well pay, in real enjoyment, the in-
vestigator who will apply the imaginaMon
to make these dusty memorials of the jia-t
breathe with the red corpiiscl.s of life.

the details among
making of the mod-

Just as insistent in its demands to bel
taken into the Kuropean i iistnms in vog.te'
in these eastern parts of Canada as wen
the Kuropean manners to lie saddled upon
the natives, was the age old monetary sys
tein of the aborigines. This was a two-
fold system, exchange by ba-ter and pur
chase and sale. The means of purchase
aiu. ^ale before the advent of foreign in-
lluence was and is still known as

Wampum

These little rings of bone do not look I

very much like money. Xo ,,ne here would
like to accept these in exchange for vo'ir
labor or co idities that von h.ave for sale
In the old days, however, these little disc;
were so much a part of tlie institutions
that they had an authorized value, equal
to about one cent each, and blue ones of
the saiiK' dimensi(nis of two cents.

Kxe-ange b> barter, the other method of
exchaiig , Is more or less familiar to us all:
ill the lines of modern swapping, as it is
commonly called: barter, as it was express-
ed 111 the earlier days. I'robably we would
say, if asked the question, when did tlie
practice of barter begin? that the advent
ol the Kuropean was the commencement
of barter: but tliat is not correct. The bar-
ter Iribit was an old and well established
custom when Cartier traded his first jack
knives and beads with the Micniac Indians
tor furs.

TIh> disiribntion of
many workmen in the
Til high explosive shells, will serve to ilKis-
Irate the degree to which media ileal skill
IS analyzed and diiecte<l in these davs. skill
as highly developed as for the Mnest watch-
''s, so that we congratulate ourselves i«
manufacturers, that in this resm-ct we have
reached the highest point of excellenc".
Tliis is without doubt very iiei>- the truth
Hut witlmut investigation,' most of us he;-.'
lonight would make bad guesses as to the
proticiency of the aborigines of Noith Am-
< rica. in many lines of prodnctUm and man-
..lacturi'.

Kxamiiie tie's., little wampum washer^,
fairly uniform, considerin.g they are made
by hand, with tools made of stone and witli-
out any standard g.iuge by which to secure
unifonniiy.

Conipar.' these arrow-lnad.-
: look care-

fully at tletii How inaii\- distinctly differ-
ent models are represented? Just as they
happened ti conie out of the hands ()f the
m.iker, you say. Not by any mean-. T!ie


