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But if the Prime Minister bas been able
to, perform a great work lu this country,
wbat may we flot expect of the young
member from Quebec county, if we eau
get hlm. on the riglit track ?

But It appears that hie is flot the only
guilty party. I observe a littie furtber.
that the member for Quebec county is ac-
cused of having oue very wlcked ally; for
thie Minister of Justice says.

To wborn but Sir Wilfrid was Canada lndebt-
ed for the measure that made hlm the mark of
the outcry ln the province by taise friends
such as Mr. Blourassa, who pretended to be bis
allies ?

Perhaps that Is intended by my hon.
frlend the Minister of Justice as lu some
measure taking the responsibility away
from the uew member for the county of
4Quebec and transferrîng it to my hon. friend
from, Labelle (Mr. Bourassa). At ail events,
lu view of the crisis pointed out by the
Minister of Justice, I think it would be weIl
for us to have some words of explanation
from the Prime Minister, aud to be reas-
isured upon this matter at as early a date
as possible.

Auy preference by Great Britain to Cana-
dian produets was repudiated by the Prime
Miuister of Canada lu 1897 aud also bv rny
hon. friend the MIinister of Agriculture
afterwards on at least two occasions. We
have heard tbrough tbe press, but only
through the press, that negotiations have
taken place between this goverument and
the goverument of Australia, aud that there
has bas been some negligence on the part of
this government lu replyiug to comunica-
fions from the goverument of the Austra-
lian Commonwealth. 1 thluk it would be
well for the Prime Minister to, iuformn us
wliether there have been sucli negotiations
and wliether there bias been negle-et ou the~
part of bis government to anlswer comn-
munications made by the Anstralian gov-
erument in reference to this important mat-
ter, and 1 trust that he will do so wlien lie
cornes to address the House.

My hion. friend the Minister of the Interior
professes to be a stout defender of the
public domain of Canada; 1 do not allude
to utterances that hie may bave macle lu
private, but to bis public utterances. ýIt
would appear from an abridged prospectus
of the Southeru Alberta Land Company,
whicb I have lu my baud, that some 390,000,
acres of land lu Southeru Alberta are the
property of that compauy, and that 380,575
acres have been acquired by that compauy
under agreement witb 'tbe <Jrown bearlng
date the 26tb of June, 1W06, at the price of
$3 per acre, of which $2 .per acre Is to be
haaded back wheu paid by expenditure in
irrigation works. It appears further that
this laud wlîen lrrigated eau be sold for
from $20 to $25 per acre, and that the cost
of Irrigation is from $6 to $10 per acre;
and that the rate charged by the company

for water supply to the settiers will pay
for the maintenance of the work. Uuder
these circumstauces it would appear that
the gentlemen interested iu this company
will gain a very handsome profit out of
these 380,000 acres of land.

1 would venture respectfully to inquire
wliether the goverument took into consider-
ation before euterlug into that agreement
the desirability of uadertaking irrigation
works themselves, by commission or-other-
wvise, and of retaining for the people of this
country the increment in value wbicb, un-
der present conditions, will go to the for-
tuniate speculators who are members of this
cornpany. The Minister of the Interior (Mr
Oliver) hardly seems to justify the promises
whicb lie madle last session, or at least the
attitude lie took last session, lu eutering into
an agreement of the klud, and we ouglit to
have fulliInformation later ou.

I would like also to know the preseut
position of W. T. R. Preston in the public
service. Last year a certain motion was
made with regard to him. iSome iuterest in
that resolution, whieh called for Mr. Pres-
ton's dismissal, was taken by hon. gentle-
mien on the other side 0f the House and
notably by the lion. member for South Wel-
lington (Mr. Guthrie) wbo iusisted wlth
great persistency upon obtaiuing the explicit
promise of the Minister of the Interlor that
there would be a tborough investigation
into matters about which Mr. Preston bad
at that time been giving evidence before two
of the cornînittees of this House for several
weeks. Weil, we do not kuow what inves-
tigation lias been held. We shahl hear of
that I presume later on, from either the
Prime Minister (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) or the
Minister of the Interlor eMr. Oliver), but
thiere are rumours tliat aithougli Mr. Pres-
ton is not now in the public service lu the
capacity lie formerly lield, lie bas been pro-
inoted to, another position and is to repre-
sent the people of tliis country lu tbe far
east. 'I have ao information upon tliis sub-
ject, 1 arn referring to it in order to obtain
information, and I trust the Prime Minister
before lie takes bis seat to-day will inform
the House whether an Investigation lias
been held, what the result is, sud wlietlier
Mr. Preston is now in the public service
and if so in wliat capacity.

Tbere is one other matter to wbicb 1
would like to eaul attention. Wben the Hou.
D. C. Fraser, formerly a member of this
Huse and afterwards a judge of the Su-
preme Court of Nova Scotia was appoiuted
to be Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia, I
think lu February last, a vacaucy upon the
bencli of that province was created. As far
as 1 amn aware that vacancy bas not beeu
filled. I 'would like to ask the Prime Min-
ister to-day why It is that an Important
position of tliat character bas been left un-
9ccupied until this day. Tlie bencli of the
Supreme Court of Nova Scotia sbould cou-


