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.8,9Ot/LD CAPITAL PU.,Ný,9HMENT BE1 .BOLIMÉIfDI

IIow te pumisli crime, and, at the saine turne, reforni the
criminai, is a problem demanding 'the raost carnest consider-
ation by the sqtatesman, the philanthropist, and the social re-
former. Towards the solution of tlîis problei some progreas
lias been macle, but, se far, with very trifling resuits. Whiat
bas chiefly been aeeornplisheil is the arousing of public interest
in this important question whieh has cauised the abolition of the
deatil penalty for all ininor offences, and of the abuses ivhich
se long disgraced the treatinent of criminais, whether awaiting
trial, or after conviction. I fact, we are now ;n danger of
going te the other extreine, and allowing sentiment te usur> the
place of justice.

This errer is alniost as bad as the lrst; for if, instead of
trcating the eriminai with suci harsliness and severity as only
te have tHe eifect of hardening bis hcart and confirrning his
evit propensities, we lead himi te 'thiîîk lightly of his crime, and
te fancy himiself a victin te oppression, we are ait far as ever
frein arriving at tlîe end in view. W1hat we shIould strive for
is, of course, while punîshing the criininal J'or his oirenee, net
at the saine tinie te endenin lîim as well te infanîy for the
iest cf his life, and se leave him lîttie recourse but eotîtnuaaice
in crime. Ouîr objeet slîould be te take care te open a door by
whieh ho znay, after punislîment, enter upon a new career-not cf
crime, but of goed conduet. We should g&ve him a ray of hope,
net the blacIeness of despair, and hl out a hand te help, not te
cruahi down.

To etfect thin the penalty iiiist be justly proportîoned to
the offence; it niust ho certain, and ho strictly carried out; ne
mere sentirnentality must be permitted to interfere with, or initi-
gate i.t, nt -hie saine trne it muat flot bc aggravated by uîikizîdly


