‘0. of Oxford.==Intolerance.

(FROM THE RXAMINER.]

If we may judge from the ton:- of 1ts organa the
recent visit o1 the writer to the County o1 Oxford
hns cuused not a hit'le annoyance 1o the High
Church Tory party. Not sutisfied with systema-
ucaily mstepresenting our political opinions, the
Inquisition at Woosiock has thought proper to
bring us Lo its bar to answer for our religious fuith.
It is indaed fortunate for us, that we live in an
age when religious lanaiics have nalonger the
power to persecute, fur ufler the sample of bigoury
and intulerance recently displuyed by the mouih-
piece of the Rev. Mr. BetTrid6x and his party,
it must be pertecuy evident that the Right Hon.
T. B Macavray uid uot exaggerat - when he des-
scribed that party to the elecivrs of Edinburgh, in
the. following words :

“'I'he same persons who complain of the present
government fur adtuistering the Catholic emanci-
pation act according its spirttare those who, as fur as
they hud the power,iave done their best to prevent the
repeal of the test act trom being udministered accord-
ing to its spirit; and if they had the will, we should
neversee un Euglish Fresbyteriun, Independent or
Baptist elevated o the beach or to any other place
of public trust (loud cheers,) You members of the
church of Scotland would greatly deceive yourselves
if you tmagined thut because you have the emolim-
ents and the name of an establishment, the purty
whom | huve designated the High-Church purty regard
you with any toleration. ‘T'o them the Kirk iself 1s a
secession ; 1ts orders und forms ure dened ull validi-
ty; and while able and pious men amongst vou migue,
sowme for the clains of wi estabhishwent und others for
the cluims of dissent, the persons of whom | speuk
regard you as all dissenters alike.—~Whle you urgue
forand wgwinat church extension they tell you that
you have wo churchtoextend—cheers.  Whoever is
familiar with the writings wnd speechies of thut party
knows that ifthe Catholics are with them idolators you
are in their phrase Sumantans . Your national wor
ship—that decent and solemn worship endeared to
you hy the hero,e struggles and sofferings of your an
ceslo's, is spoken ol us un unholy vffering on Mount
Genzim—grent cheering. ‘I'he naume ol Bonner con-
mands rexpect in their estmation compared with the
name of Knox. ‘I hose purts of your nistory on which
they love to dwell ure those partx which relate tothe
old times when tyrants uttempted to force upon Secot-
land an ecclesiastical pol.cy and ntual whidn <he ah
horred. ‘Vhen ympathies are reserved lor that ex
ecrable government which employed the sword and
the halter,und the frighttul torture of the boot to pro-
tect the pray erinok & the surplice
fathers fiom the Lubitations of men to sing their
pealms & histen o their preschers on the hrown heath
of the mountajys with their swords by their side
—loud cheers.—In the estimation of these men the
great blot of the Revolution was, that the episcopal
church of Scotlund swept away ; and the me
mory of William the Third.—that memoiy which is
pronounced to be glorious und 1mmortal, when con
templated 1n conncetion with the degradation of Ire

which drove our

was

land, becomnes atonce infamous when they see it in
connection withthe religious hibeity of Scotland
The Union—the union hetween England und Scot
lod—which mny God blexs, as
blessed it, and keep the two great nations in
dissolubly joined 1n the sine free insututions, and
vnder the sume parentul throne—fhut wmon is the
object of their abhorrence, becanse in that union 18
recognised the Presbyterian Church of Seotlund. —
Suoch is their langunge even now ; and “if these
things be done in the green tree, what shall be done
in the dry."—great cheers 7-—=This is the lunguage
they cannot refrain from leolding when your aliance
is necessary. Wuen they implore your wid 1o per-
secute others, they cannot conceal that they are burn-
img to persecute yourxelves.”

But not satisfied with attempting to introduca
a religious test «8 a qual fication for a scai in Par-
lament, our uvpponents have resorted (o the gros-
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sest misrepresentation with regard to us. The
*Cobourg Suar’' usserts thut Mr. Hixcks ‘18
now actiuy tne part ¢l an iunerant preacher ot
radicahem and schismatical doctrines,”’ while the
Patriot’s Waoodstock correspondent declar. s that
our ** Ariun dogmas cannot be digested in ihe
County of Uxford."” Now the sum and substance
ol our reply w the inqusitonial demands of our
opponent was a declaration of our belief in Di-
vine Hevelation, that we took the Bible as our
rule of tanh and practice, and holding to the right
ol private judgment, we shoul. be responsible 1o
no human trivunal for our religious opinions. We
believe that we shall be sustained in this position
by the great mass of the people ot Upper Canada,
at any rate we s-ek support trom no man who
may think proper to dispute it. (I Lhe majority
of the treebolders uf 1the County of Oxford ex-
pect their meiuber 10 regnlate his religions beiief
uccording to the standard of Mr. Berrrivee, or
any oher man or body of men, we shouid scorn
to ropresent them. Hut we have no such opinion
of thein. We should be quite willing that vur elec-
tion were decided on this point alone, - the right of
private judginent.”  We ony desire ihat the
question »hould be fairly piaced beinie the public,
nut only of the County of Oxfurd but of the Pro-
vince ul large, and we shall lend our aid in doing
so. We shuil endeavour not to misrepresent and
slander our opponents in the manuer they have
done uvs. but will quote their own language which
we wi-h mosr sincerely could find its way into the
dwelling of every man in Upper Caneda. The
following then is an extract froin a pamphiet pub-
lishi d » short time since by the Rev. Mr. Ber-
THIDGE :

*“ As loyal men meddle not with thoee who are
given 1o change. In our civil insututions fairly
adonnistered we need no change. and least ot all
such change as Radiculs and teebels and Demo-
crats wouli bring us,  In our religious inetitutions
we certainly necd no chang:. The Church of the
Ewpire is, blvssed be God, the Church of Curniet,
the yates o1 Hell shall not prevail again<t it. Your
Soveieign has sworn to maintain it to the uynost
of her power.  As churchmen vou are bound & do
the sam . Do it then in an un. omprom sing but
quict =pir.t. Listen not 10 the spurious 1iberalisin
ol the age, that would rob you of your duarest
birthright, of your highest privilege. Insist in
all lawtul way- on the mainienance 0. your Church
in full efliciency ; insist as Britons un.| as Chris-
ticns on hiber'y of vonscience and free und full to-
leration to all.  But beware that your toleration
do not degenerate into infidelity. A crsisin the
affairs of 1hig portion ol the Empire 18 at hand.
Meusures which mu t affect your present and e-
ternal intercets will soon be dis ussed and devided.
YOUR CHURCH AND Ht R ESTABLISH-
MENT WILL BE ASSAILED. It i<in your
power to influence the decision whether your
Charch is stil to contina: Tue CaHurcH o¥
THr Canapas or be deeraded to the level of the
nuimberies. eects of the Uiion. The uime must
carrive wheu in the exerc se of your elective
franchise, yon may demand that the indiridual who
may soliat your voles SHALL MAINTAIN THE
CHURCH TO THE UTMOST « F HIS POWER AND SKCURE
To HER THE POSSESSION OF HER LAWFUL RIGHT,—
THE CLEwGY Reserves."””
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Such is the language uf the R.cror of Wood-
stock and it 18 but the npen expression of the real
opin ons ot the Robinsons. Macanlays, Drupers,
Gnauibles, Sherwoods. Cartwrig'iis, Mucnabe, Be-
thunes. and other menibers oi the H gh Church
Tory clijue, but which on the eve ol a geieral

election they hava not the hardihood to avow.—
Dipseiters trom *“ the Churel’” are to Le nllowed
free and full toleration !—liberty of conecience |
but should t ey be candidates ror political offices
they ure to be suijectd Lo an cxuinination before
an 1.quisitorial tribunal as to their religious faith,
Let it not besapposed that 1L is to any particolar
class ot Dissenters that Mr Berrrinue is wanung
in Chiisuan charity, Every page of his pamphlet
bear« testimony to his bigoiry ind intolerance, e=
Tue Baptisis, or as he terms thew, the ** Rébaptie
zers’’ ure charged with *‘ her v & schism” wnd
his readers ure warned to ** avoid them.”” Alla.
ding to the Methodists. we find these words :

““ Instead of exhorting men to repentance and
to cleave to the Chureh, their utmost efforts are
used to seduce men from the church. They may
feet themnrelves at liberty to wage this impious war
(i/‘cutvmp;y & deceit & fulschvod against Chrigt's

foly Church ; but we might at least expect thot
they should not do it wnder the hyjocritical mask
of friendship. ‘These sap-ers and miners | cannot
away with. * * * * The Wesleyans in this
neighbourhood nt least are the very worst kind of
Schismatics, for they have not even the plea of a
scruple of conscience either as to the doctringfor
discipline.gi the church.”

We shall make no comment on the extraordin-
ary style employed on such a subject, in the fol-
lowing extract, but varnesily request the atiention
of our rcaders to the sentiments of the teacker ¢f
Christiunity at Woudstock :—

““ With respect to the ane hundred and one
other secis—tbe Shukers and Quake s; Jumpers
and Tunkers ; the Rantersand Caners; the Mor-
monites and Menonis<ts, and ull the oth.r ite« and
ians «n | isms. &c. &c. and s forth, who all af-
fect tociy ** Lo | bere is Chnst; Lo! there is
Christ; implore you with all faithful
solemnity, gonn thew, enter not their assem
blies, RECEIVE T NUT INTO YUK HOUSE
them not Gud speed. They causc divisio 8 and
strite and ill will, and therelore as the Aposile
bimsel’” exhoite ** Avoid them.”’
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If quch is the Christianity inculeated by the
Rector of Woodsiock, we thank Goov that it is
notours. We telieve too that sucn is not the re
ligion taught by Christ and lis Apo-tles. It is
not our desire to enter more at | nzth into this
subjeet. The Rector of Woudstock and bis friends
together with that portion of the prees which
share his inwierant views, may stigmatize us as
an infilel or a heretic. We bave the con-olation
of redecting that the Divine founder of ( hristia
nity to whom all piofessing Chreiiuna look up as
their Lord and Master, w« reviled as a blus; hemer
by just sich bgoted funatics as our pre<ent as-
sailante,and that the Great Apoatleol th: Gentiles
declared ‘“aiter (e way which they call heresy
8o worship I the God of my fathers.”

We are bound to stare that at every meeting at
which the mouthpiec: of tl e intole ant and higot-
ted High Church party at Woodstock attacked ve
on the ground of our religious opinic ns. the mast
marked disgust wus shewn by the andience. On
one nccarion Mr Carroll's brother-in-aw, and an-
other of lus active suppoiters, openly declared
their disapprobation at e introduction of such
topi e

We deem it quite unneces:arv to notié any of
the other peintaalluded to by the Putiiet's cor-
re pondent. The epproaching Elections will test
the opinions o' the ireeholders oi Oxiond, and we
shall not venture to auticipate their verdict.




