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Minority muft therefore thank themfclves foV"

having; obtained nothing at all by their buille.

Excuie this hoiig deviation to a collateral matr

ter, fpringine;> indeed, from my main point, but

making no part oi it, and let me return to my
original fubjed, I mean, the Dodriiic of Libels.

Now, to be ingenuous and wiJoUy impartial,

without refpedt of perfons, I muft confel's I re-

coUedl one thing that calls in doubt the legal

knowlege of a certain very popular Chief Juftice,//^

and that is his fayir.g, when ading as Attor-

ney General too, upon a miOtion in the King's

Bench for an Information for a Libel againft the

Author of Tbe Sixth I^ettcr to the People oj Eng-

land^ who was then profecuted in the ordinary

way for the grolTeft of abufe upon his late Ma-
jefty, his family, and the Revolution itfelf,

What I urge to the Court, is only to (hew there

is reafonable ground for confidering this publi-
*' cation as a libel, and for putting it in a way of

trial, and therefore it is, I pray, to have the

Rule made abfolute ; for, I admit, and your
^' Lordfliip v/ell knows, (addreffing himfelf to

*' the excellent Lord 'who ftill prefides there)

*' that the Jury, in matter of libel, are Judges
*' of the Law as well as the Fad, and have an
** undoubted right to conflder, whether, upon
" the whole, the pamphlet in queftion, be, or
*' he not, publilhed Vv'^ith a wicked, feditious

" intent, and be or not, a falfe, malicious, and
'' fcandalous libel." ^ It is true the Noble Lord

* The reputed Authof of this very piece, was afterwards found

guilty, and piinilhed accordingly, to the fatisfaclion of every body

at the time; but, I liave p'lrpofely avoided naming him, becaufe

It is the common report, that he has at prefent a good penfion :

And, there mull therefore be fome miftake in the matter, and I ara

unwilling to relate any thing that is not a notorious fad.
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