
PROPOSED FEDERAL CONSTITUTION. 309

k

Federal Parliament, as enumerated under thirty-seven

different heads, are very large, and on such heads as

currency and coinage seem to trench on dangerous
ground, and in the last head of all are dangerously
vague. The appointment of the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor by the Federal Government itself is obviously
open to exception, because it is anomalous ; but as

all the principles as well as the details of the measure
will receive the most careful consideration, it is not
necessary to treat the proposal as an accomplished
fact, although it certainly is most desirable to treat

every article with respectful attention, and to give

every weight to the expressed opinion of the dele-

gates. Among the objects specially indicated for

the future action of the Confederate or Federal
Government are the completion of the Intercolonial

Railway from Riviere du Loup to Truro, in Nova
Scotia, through the Province of New Brunswick, and
the completion of communication with the North-

western territories, so as to. open the trade to the

Atlantic sea-coast ; both to be effected as soon as the

Federal finances permit. Here there is the most
tangible proposal for the opening up of the great

regions to which I have called attention ; and the

Valley of the Saskatchewan is promised the facility

which is alone wanting to make it the seat of a
flourishing colony. When the Red River Settlement

is once connected with Lake Superior, the way to

the sea is open, but the advantages of access to the

world will be increased enormously as soon as the

railway is pushed on to the shores of Lake Huron
from Nova Scotia.
* So eager is one to grasp at the benefits which some
sucli Confederation promises to confer, that the perils

to the prerogative of the Crown, and to the body so

formed, are apt to lie hid <rom view. But they must
be well guarded against ; and I for one am persuaded

that it would be far better for us to see the Provinces

of British America independent than to behold them
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