
!tS llird-lJJv ill Ldhiiidor.

the Fiill ofththis pliimaj;'' appcjirs at any otlicr time tlian in the I'all ot the

year ;in this dress tlic birds are rare liere, and ajjparently pass

its staj^es in sonie wihl phiee, or rea;ion where they are not easily

dcteeted. Tlie hnnters about the coast toM me that tliese

spotted l)ir(ls were very rare. In the early Fall the pi<>;eon is

<|iiite tanii , but grows wildi'r as the e<»ld weather advances.

When |)ursiiinji: them with a boat they arc at times easy to ap-

j)roach, while others most ditKcult, and they are often very

wil(( without any ap|)arent nason. The pijicon will usually

•live " at the Hash "
; but often, especially when feedinjr, it

allows you to approach (piito near to it. In fcedinji- the bird

bends its n<'clv forward and dips its beak into the water ; at

this time, when the head is turned forward and a little away

from the hunter the latter is generally sure of securing his

game. Sometimes the ])igeon takes wing nearly as soon as it

])erceives a boat approaching, and it is then imj)ossible to get

within shooting distance of it ; its Hight is at such times rapid

but easy, generally low and in a straight line. When tame

they usually es(!ape by diving rather than l)y Hight and by

swimnung long distances under the water; they do this easily

and in any direction they may choose. When wounih'd they

often dive, as do many of tlic duck family, swim or siidv to

the bottom, and, clinging to the seaweed, die there. I have

olten watched them dive at such times and never return.

On still, warm days they stay near the land feeding, often in

large numbers. In large flocks specimens showing a greater

or less degree of albinism may be fre(|uently taken or fH''\\.

When flying low over the water a long distaiK^e away, if tired

at and not hit, I have seen them drop suddenly to the water

and dive, thus escaping the hunter who does not know, at so

greatja distance, in what direction to watch for their reap|)ear-

ing. The flesh, especially of the young bird, is excellent eat-

ing, and for this reason they are shot in great numbers; they

are regarded as the hardest bird to kill, next to the loons, that

dwell here. The pigeon breeds in large mnnbers on several

of the small islands along'the coast. On one island a cohtnv of

if


