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" Q. The nrisoner claimeil a certain indemnity
from the F"iienil (Jovoinmeiit, didn't he? A.
^Vllell tlio , . isfoier mnde his elnim, I was there
with another aeiifleiiian, aiUl he a.-^koil from the
(ioverunient .»;lo(i,Ollil. We tlion)jlit that was ox-
horhitaiit. and the prisoner .•<aid, "wait a little, I

will take at once A.i-),(Mli) cash."
" Q. And on ilial condilion the prisoner wa? to

leave the eoiintry if the (Jovermnent gave him
83.5,0011'.' A. Yo>l that was the eoudition he put-

' li. When was this? A. 'J'liis was on the 23rd
December, 1>*M.

"
tJJ. There was al.so another interview l>etweeii

you and the prisoner? A. There lia.« lieen iibmit 2l)

uUfrv!i'w> bi-tweeri us.

"
(}. lie w.is always after you to ask you to use

your ii'.flueiiee with the Fedi-ral (iovertmeiir to

obtain an indemnity ? A. The lirst lime he spoki'

I. fit was on the I'JIii Deei-mber, he had never spoken
a word if it before, and on the 2;'>rd i.'eecm'rer iio

spoke about it aj;ain.

" Q. He talkeil about it ve'W fiv.|uently? A. On
tliese two oeca>ioiKS only.

" Q. That was his -jreat oeeupafion? A. Ye.s,

.•it those times.
" Q. I'; it not tiM'" tl'iit tiie prisoner !old you that

lii> iiimself wa« the ilali'-ltri'eil (piestion? A. He
did not say '*o in express terms, but he eoiiveycfl

that ulea, hl^ said, if f am satisfied the Half-
Hreeds will be. I imisl e.vphiin this. I'his ob-
jection was made to him that even if the (Joveni-
nieiil (^rallied him :ii.''iO.0i)i| the Half;l!reed (piestion
would remain the same, and he .•^aid. in answer to

that, if I am satisfied the Ilalf-liceeds will be

" Q. Is it not a fact he told you he would even
aeeepi a less sum thin .^.'r> Ono ? A. Ves, he said,
" use all the iiiHiUMiee you can; you iiiaj not (tet

all that, but net all you can, and if yoo j,'et less we
will see."

And ycjt tliia is the man who is landed
throii^dioiit Iho Trovinco of <.iiieb(M' as a

ht^r^-Iu:lrty^, who.st* name h.'ts bBotune an
iuipertaiit factor in the poiitit^s of tlte Do-

minion, and thi'oti<j;h whose exocntion,

Mr. JJlako and his party liope to ride into

power. The faets stated in those pages
show thtit so far iVoni tlu^re having been
atiyjiiHtitication fort lie rebellion, there was
notliinL'oven to |>alliate it. It was a wan-
ton outbreak, provoked for tiie meanest of

olijeets, the ho()e of piu'inilary gain, l)y a

man who has jnslly *^x[)ia!ed his irinms

on till' gtdlows. .And the fair-minded,

loyal people of Canada tnay be dependt«l

npon to see that the (lovernment will not

.s|lt^^^r becaiLSo it <iid its inanifost dnty in

allowing the law to take its courso in his

euso.

in brief then the fads connceted witli

North-West administration are as follow :

1. Petitions *V(M-e sont as far baiMc as

18715, whii'ii wen* ignorcui (luring the tivo

years of the Keform ad miiii.''t ration.

2. In 1H7(), Mr. Mills tf^loKraphed Mr.

Ryan to investigate half-breed claims, but
peremptorily refused- to perndt him to

take the necessary steps to make the in-

vestigation of any value.

;>. In iS7S, nothing having been done in
the meantime, Mr. Mill.s refused to extend
Mr. Ryan's commission, stating that he
had matter under consideration and would
j)rol)ably appoint the local land agent for

the Saskatchewan district to make the
e'ntjiarios.

4. During Mr. Mills' t(;rm of otfice, jjeti-

tions were sent by J'>ishop lirtindin and
others, asking aid in dillerent forms for

iialf-brood settlers, all of which were re-

jected.

5. A ftor the pre.sent Government came in,

petitions were sent in. asking that settl- fs
in advam^e of survey should (a) 1 ave
their lands at price ruling when they wont
on the land; (/*) should be allowed time
s[x^nt an<l improvements made in advance
of survey, in e.stimating claim for patent

;

(6') should be con lirmod in their holding,

even wlun it tm-ned out. aft(M' survey, that

ihey had S(piattt.'d on odd sections, or on
school or Hudson Bay Company's lands.

Each of these reiiuests was promptly
granted in ISSl and ISS'2.

<). Rotiuests for surveys on the river lot

principle, when made by settlers in ad-

van'-e of survey, were always granted and
.-tu'veyors instructed ai^cordingly. Requests
for re-surveys from i)eraons who settled

atit^r survey were proiH'rly refused, but in

thi!se (uises, settlors were oU'efd their

land V>y legtd subdivisions, wliich gave
them i)racticidly th»> river lot system, and
the land agent was ^entto inform them of

tl'ij and tonrge them to maketheirentrios.

7. As to the matter of scrip, all the lea-^

ding authorities (d" the Xorth-WVst, Arch-
bishop Tach^'', 11 liishojtsofKupert'sLand

and Saskatche van and the North-West
Conrcil, advi.sc.l that scrip shoukl not
be granted. Ihit linally. on th(> 2Sih

.January, two months liofore tht* outbreak
occurred, (lOvernment yiidderl to the
retpiests ()f the half-breeds them.selves,

anti authorized by Order-in-Comicil, the
appointment of a commiH>*ion to nuike the
<'nnnnMation a'^ked for with a view to the
issue of scrip.

S. No half breed was (U'or deprived by
th«' iiction, or inartion of the (io\ eminent
(it an acre of land upon which hi> had
settled, or to which he htid even colorable

claim by virtue of settlement.


