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In discharging the task assigned to me by the Government, two
courses were open to me ; either simply to reprint, without aJlera-

tion, ooe.of Mr. Moule's pamphlets ah-eady before the world, rr to

compile liom the documents in my possession a qiwsi original

treatise upon the subject. J have decided to take tlie formif-r plan,

not only as b^nng the easier and simpler, but also as being the more
fair and honest towards Mr. Moule. It seemed to me rijrhS fhat

Mr. Moule should have an opportuuity of submitting hi> di^wrorery

to the [leople of Canada in his own words and after his own fashion

;

and thai, from the first, his name should be associated wiith the

introduction into the country of the great measure of sanitary and

economic reform, whicli, influenced solelv bv a desire to benefit his

fellow men, he has so ably, so earnestly, so perseveriugly. and so

successfully, laboured to bring about, and which has deservedly

secured for him a place among the benefactors of his kind.

The [lamphlet selected for publication is one written by Mr.

Monle in 1866, for the express purpose, as he himself informs us,

of (jiving a fuller and more practical account than had previously tieen

given of the advantages and of the principles of the Dry Earth

System. « of the application of those principles to individual cases,

« and of the feasibility of its general adoption in villages and !ownsj>

The fact that the new system of sewage is one that can ine so

readily and advantageously adopted in our villages, tmvns and

cities, is one which should command for it a willing and ^.arnest

attention in this Canada of ours. We need not go much f*?yond

the Metropolis to be made painfully sensible of the fact that the

system of sewage at present in use in some of our cities falls some-

thing short of absolute i>erfection.

The labour of the Editor, though comparatively easy, has not

been merely nominal. Besides writing the explanatory notes

appended to the pami»lilet, the Editor has been at sonie [»ains to

collect from various sources the matter contained in the Api»t'ndix.

In it the Editor trusts there will bo found useful practical iulTorma-

tion on many points of special importance necessarily noticed but

briefly in Mr. Moule's short paper.

Should the following pages be the means of facilitating the

introduction into Canada of the new system of sewage, tlie Editor

will have the satisfaction of feeling that, through the liberal and
enlightened action of the Government of Canada, he has been per-

mitted to contribute sonievyliat to the promotion of a work of great


