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with somewhat of prophetic authority on the subject, the people

still crave for more light. Any one of the changes, it is felt,

will involve a great leap in the dark. Therefore, the man who

attempts to argue for one or another should be a wise man ;

one who has meditated upon the subject in all its phases and

who is not swayed by any selfish views ; who combines a

master>' of details with insight into principles; who is sensible

of the gravity of the issues that are involved and who has

estimated the cost for Canada of the position he takes ;
above

all, who is too conversant with the difficulties connected with

any solution to think that an epigram will settle it. or to insult

by any kind of misrepresentations or rich name those who

cannot see eye-to-eye with him.

All that 1 propose to do, in the conclusion of this paper,

is to mention the stand-point from which I submit that we

should argue the subject, and to consider briefly the recently

proposed closer commercial relations between Canada and the

United States.

1. Our stand-point should be that indicated in the title of

this paper, of "Canada First." This means the settled convic-

tion that Canada is not merely a string of Provinces, fortuitously

strung together, but a single nationality : young, but with a life

of its own : a colony in name, but with a national spirit, which

though weak, is growing stronger dail\- ; a country with a future

and worthy of tlie loyalty of its sons. It means in the next

place the settled conviction that the honor of Cimada must

always be maintained, no matter what the cost, and that

Canadian interest;, are of hrst importance. Any '"nan who is

animated by these convictions i - a true Cr.nadian, no matter


