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Away from the noise of war ai»<l in retirement, he spent his

time not in planning new canipaiij;ns, nor in (U'visinj; means for

escape; bnt in visitini;, comforting and caring for the nnhappy
prison soldiers about him, Knglish, American and Indian, who,

through the chances of war, had beco. 'C captives. Fatiiers and sons^

who could illy be spared from their homes, he gladly and promptly

ransomed from his private purse; while for the sick he proeured

tmusual attention, knowing no nationality in his nunistries of

sympathy and love. In fact, during his stay in Canada, he was

allowed by the authorities to have a house by himself, whose doors

were ever wide open for his countrymen, all of whom were free to

visit him; norwere any who sought his kindly counsel or beiu'fac-

tions sent empty away. At this period in his history, he advanced

more than twenty thousand livres to secure the release of Indians,

personally caring for them until they were able to be retjirned to

their homes. Many provincials received advances in money, far

beyond their ability to pay; and when reproved for his liberality,

]w informed his censors that his silver could not be better be-

stowed. Nobleman! () generous heart ! When will others, with

far greater means, be moved with similar feelings for our common
hunninity, and leirn this })lain lesson, that moneys expended in the

interests of those who ])Ht their lives at the service of their coun-

try, is spent most In 'nanely, most wisely. Let those in our city,

whom fortune has favored, give as freely of their accumulations

or inheritance as did Colonel Peter Schuyler, for the heroes who
have gone forth from the homes about us, and this very hour, not

only would many a domestic want be met, but in some one of our

streets we should see a monument conmiomorative of their sacrifice

and heroism, iis stately, grand and beautiful as any which the sun

this day gilds, or which this night the stars silently watch and so

gladly look down upon.

In the :iutuinn of 1750, Colonel Schuyler was allowed on parole

to leave Montreal and visit the city of New York, bearing a

commission from the governor general of Canada to make terms

for the exchange of piisoners. Ho arrived in New York in

November; and as his reputation for sympathy, kindness and great

philanthropy—all that he had done tor the redemption of his

captive countrymen had preceded him, he was received with un-

usual demonstrations of joy. The same evening the city was
illuminated, bonfires were kindled on the common, and an elegant

entertainment awaited him at the King's Arm Tavern, where the

public generally testified their great gratification at his return^^


