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well brou/.eil liieo. Another was a luu'tuer of ilic former, uiiJ had
lieea for many years of liis life a surveyor. IIo had bii! recently

urriveil to explore some new •• limits," situated in the vi(4iiity of those
where his own nii-u were en;j;a;4e(l in cutlin;;- down the pines which
rose lar iunl wjile, in all tlic'r primeval majesty. Two of the })arty

were visitors from the >oltIeineiits. who had come up to see a little of

shanty lite, and one of these was the writer. The couver.sation had
turned on advcniure> which the lumbermau aud surveyor had met
with in tlui course of their iourueyings throu.^h the forest or ou the

river. T\v<i ol tlu-^e -lories I -hall atteiu])! to relate.

DOWN THE ••SNOWS."
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J.—MAKV MOKTIMEi;.

When you eall on me to enutribute my share to the amusement of

the company— it is the himhennau who is speaking'—you must re-

member that 1 am only a homespuu sort of old tellow, accustomed to

the rouizh lite of the sliautie.-, aud haviuglittU' aciiuaiutauce with what
you call book learning. My father was also a lumberman and my
boyhood was generally i)assed among the pines with the axemen, or

oil the river with the rat'tsmeu. 31y story will uot be long, aud has

heeu recalled to mv mind by some reference Miss Fanny made last

evening to tiie tJnowa which you saw in the early part of las. week.

Of course u is roiuiecied with lumbering lile, for I would not travel

out of that palii o;i whicli 1 have l)eeu going now for fifty years ami

more :

I need not tell you thai the Ottawa Valley has passed through a

very great cliange during tiie ))ast thirty years ; but no one can appre-

••iatc it except those wiio. like myselt', have always lived by the banks
of (he great river. I can rc(,'all the time when u steamboat was never

dreamed of on the river, aud all our operations had to be carried on

with canoes iuiil battcaux. The Uovernmeut uow builds "slides''

aud (jaiKils for our commerce, but in old times the logs had hivrd

work to run the rapitls. The houses of settlers were few aud far be-

tween, and ihe voyageur and lumbermen were the only persons you
I'ould meet for mauy hundreds of miles, after you had passed a cer-

tain point on the I'pper (Jttawu. I can even recollect when there

were not a dozen houses to be seen near the hike, aud when i often

encamped on the shore, after runuing the "• Snows," and cooked my
own food, because it would take me too long '

) go to the nearest

settler's cabin. The scenery is still very liuc about tlic '"Snows" aud
other rapids, with their white foam, so like the pure snow of a

January storm ; but forty years ago, the forest was richer, for the

islands, and the banks of the great river Avere covered with noble trees

which have long since disappeared before lircs or the axe of the lum-

bermen or farmer.

You can still see (dose to the banks ot the river, in the midst of u
little grove ot" birch, about half a mile from the '• Snows,'' a comfort-

able frame house, and alongside it a log-hut which auswers for a barn.
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