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Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of Transport): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member raises a question that is causing grave con-
cerns in the industry for shippers, consumers and clients. We
are trying to encourage a solution that will be arrived at through
consultation among the various players. It is a very complicated
matter, as the hon. member would know.
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I am informed that the rail companies are trying to come up
with some solutions because of the changes in weather and some
cars that they would not have been able to use through the
winter. Efforts are being made to find cars in the United States
for lease. We are actively pursuing this. I recognize the urgency
of it and we will do the very best we can.
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POINTS OF ORDER

QUESTION PERIOD

Mr. Alfonso Gagliano (Saint-Léonard): Mr. Speaker, I rise
on a point of order. I want to bring to the attention of the House
something which happened today in Question Period.

Since the opening of the 35th Parliament, I think all members
of this House and especially the whips have always tried to keep
decorum so that we can have good debate.

I understand that in the heat of debate sometimes members
can heckle or speak a little bit louder. However, today I was very
disturbed by what occurred, especially when it involved a
political party that before, during and after the election lectured
us about how we should behave here. Posters were displayed,
not only by an individual member but by more than a row of their
seats. I think it was deliberately organized. It is a shame that for
the past three months we have been trying to have decorum and
today regretfully we broke that practice.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

The Speaker: As a matter of fact, since the 35th Parliament
began all hon. members, I believe, have done their utmost to
have decorum in the House.

As I mentioned in the course of Question Period, we did ask
all hon. colleagues to cease and desist from any such displays. I
am sure the words of the hon. whip will be taken to heart by all of
us because I think it is coming along well and I would encourage
hon. members to please keep a sense of decorum in the House.

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West): Mr. Speaker, on a
point of order. I would ask you to examine the blues from
Question Period. You ruled my supplementary question out of
order before I had a chance to put it. My question was: ‘“Would

the government simply consider looking into these matters with
its constitutional lawyer—"’

The Speaker: I will make this commitment to the hon.
member. I will review the blues and if indeed there was an error
on my part I will get back to the House and I will try to correct it.

I try to listen as much as I can to the gist of the question before
members get to it. Therefore, if I do err I would beg the
indulgence of the House. I would also ask that if some questions
could be better put on the Order Paper so as to get a more
complete answer, then perhaps that is where hon. members
should attempt to put that type of question. However, I will
make that commitment and I will have a look at the blues.

My colleagues, we are going to have tributes.
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ERIK JOHN SPICER

Mr. Ted McWhinney (Vancouver Quadra): Mr. Speaker, by
announced consent and in my capacity as co—chair of the joint
committee on the Library of Parliament, I move the following
motion, seconded by the hon. member for Saint-Hubert:

That in recognition for his long and distinguished service as the Chief Executive

Officer of the Library of Parliament, Erik John Spicer, Esquire, is hereby appointed
as Honorary Officer of the House of Commons as Parliamentary Librarian Emeritus.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.
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The Speaker: As a formality I put this question. Is there
unanimous consent?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to.)

The Speaker: I was going to formally introduce our Librarian
Emeritus and now that members have already acclaimed him, I
would call on some hon. members to share with us a few of their
ideas.

[Translation]

Mrs. Pierrette Venne (Saint—Hubert): Mr. Speaker, I was
pleased to have been asked by my party, the Bloc Quebecois, to
rise in this House today to congratulate Mr. Erik John Spicer on
his appointment as Parliamentary Librarian Emeritus.

I was first elected to this House on November 21, 1988. As a
newcomer and government member at the time, I wanted to
know all there was to know. I am naturally curious, of course. I
wanted all the information on all items on the agenda, particu-
larly on a subject that has always concerned me: firearms. I
wanted to know what legislation and regulations there were in
European countries on that subject. I wanted to know under what
authority the Americans kept saying that they had an almost



