
COMMONS
Aeronautics Act

Mr. MacNI COL: They were from gold
mining companies in that country who are
greatly worried about their inabiiity to pur-
chase bunker- oil, which has placed thern in a
very dangeraus position. Those who catnnot
obtain tractors ta go many miles out to the
sparsely waoded areas ta get fuel find themn-
selves in a difficult position. The mainister
knows that a number of tanks have bean
built at Yellowknife. Two companias that I
know vary well now have fiva tanks which
are empty. I atm wondering if under this bill
the minister bas sufficient powers--and I
shou]d like him ta bave ail the powers required
ta do thi&-to arrange for corne transport
cornpaoy ta transport bunker ail in barrels
by transport plane fram Norman Wells ta
Yellowknife. On ane occasion 1 myseif flaw
over that cauntry in a large transport plane
which was capable af carrying twenty-eight
passengers. Such a plane aught ta be able ta
take care ai a hundred barrels af fuel ail.
A hundred barrels oi fuel ail waul-d contain
3,500 gallons, and wauld weigh appraximately
35,000 pounds. There must ba many.trans-
part planes availiable now that the war is
aver. If it could be arranged ta use corne af
tbam ta transport ail in 100-barrai lots from
Narman Wells ta thase ýmining areas in
Yellowknife, which are now daing the bast they
cau ta get ino production, it would be goad
for the cauntry. It wauld mean much
business and employment and would cave tha
campanies fromn the danger of having their
aquipment frozen up, especiallly thosa who
can-not get woad. Is it passible ta abtain
transport planes which could be sent into the
country in an emergency ta transport ail at
the rate af a hundrad barraIs, a flight? It
would nat take more than a matter af Vhrea
ar four hours ta fly framn Norman Wadls to
Yellawknife, sa that aven in the short days
the plana wauld be able ta maka safaily ona
trip a day. Cauld that be talain care af far
the sake of apening up that country?

Mr. HOWE: The movamant oi bunker ail
is hardly a moattar for acroplanas, because ai
the cost. The difficulty last season was that
an unaxpected damand davaloped during the
latter part of the season. Water transporta-
tion was handicapped by low watar and lack
ai crait. The result is that thera was not as
much bunker ail mavad to Yellawknife as
thare shauld hava beený. However, next season
the'damand will be battar understaad. Wa
shaîl ba able ta start at the beginning oi the
openiog of navigation, and I think thera wil]
be no difficulty sa far as the abtaining of
sufficient ail is concerned.

[Mr. Howe.J

Mr. MacNICOL: It is this winter I amn
thinking af.

Mr. HOWE: My han. friend is aware that
a land airport has been built as Yellowknife
which will be in use this winter. If ,need for
transportatian doas devalop, the nearact source
of supply is Edmonton, and it will be possible
ta fly oil in from thare ta Yellowknife if it
bacames necassary, althaugh the cast ai trans-
portation is away out ai proportion to the
cost ai fuel ail. Expansive items can stand
air transportation, but fuel ail, being a chaap
commodity, can hardly do so.

Mr. MacNICOL: The distance in each case
is about the samne. The distance from. Ed-
monton ta Yellowknife is approximately six
hundred miles by air, and it is about the same
distance the othar way.

Mr. HOWE: About eight hundrad the other
way.

Mn. MacNICOL: From Edmoantan taý
Yellowknife?

Mr. HOWE: No, fromn Norman Wells ta
Yellowknife.

Mn. MacNICOL: I did not think it was
quite that far; but in any event the ail will
be muchl cheaper at Norman Wells than at
Edmonton. I do flot think thay would have
bunker ail at Edmonton, but thay hava it at
Norman Wells.

Mr. IIOWE: That is right.

Mn. MacNICOL: I cannot help but feal
that if thare was an apportunity ta send in
bunker ail by plane at a subsidized rate af a
hundred barrels par trip it would pretty soon
ovencoma the difflculty. The minister knows
that at Yellowknife thay are up against a real
difficulty. We cannaot afford ta have anything
intanfere with the expansion at Yellowknife.
Lt is going to ha ana ai the greatest gald min-
ing areas in the world, if not the greatest.

*Mr. HOWE: Every eff ort will ha mnade by
the Dapartmant of Transport or the air trans-
port board to sac that thara is no interruption
ai oparations at Yellawknife awing to lack ai
fuel ail.

Mr. STIRLING: Thera are in southern
British Columbia at the prasent tima a great
many air-minded people who 'are concarned
with the idea ai service baing given to tbose
communitias dotted along a littla narth ai the
baundary aIl the way betwaan Lethbnidge and
Vancouver. Can the ministar give us any
information in regard ta considaratian having
been givan ta a.ssisting such devalopmants?
I bahieve at the presant time three or four
applications are bafare the board, and it may


