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to inquire into the condition of the British ing made1
West -India colonies. That commission was in some of
composed of General Sir Henry Norman, ing of sug
Chairman, Sir David Barbour and Sir Ed- other prod
ward Grey. These gentlemen made a very lands will
exhaustive inquiry into the condition of the doubt somç
West Indies, and they reached conclusions, tion. Wh
some of which were unanimous, and some been stead
of which were matters of division. It was other artic
agreed that the financial position of the largely ext
West Indies was so embarrassed that the be the chie
Imperial Government would have to grant the presen
aid -in the way of loans and grants for pub- and unless
lie works, and that, I may say, is being done ket for th
at this moment by measures whlch are be- am afraid
fore the Imperial Parliament. The chair- of the rel
man of the commission, Sir Henry Norman, sire belng
went further. -He claimed that they were that fer 1
not likely to be successful in dealing with ing this qu
the West India question unless they were they are d
prepared to adopt a policy of countervailing the face o!
duties, that is to say, that wherever a con- to us that,
tinental nation granted a bounty upon its tural mark
beet sugar, there should be a counter- though far
vailing duty upon that sugar If lmported fwitb whichi
into Great BrItain. That su'bject bas been have some
very much discussed In Great Britain. matter-It
I do lot think the advocates ofcountervail- be willing
iug duties there are very numerous, but had to th
tbey are certaInly very intelligent, able and If we adh
influential, and an impression existed in the feature of
mlnds of maany people that RHer Majesty's a! raid we
Goverament would yield to the recoumen- ters o! ft
dation of Sir Hienry Norman and establish not favour2
countervailing duties. however, any doubt not by a i
that mrght have existed on that sore has preferential
been removed of late by a speech delivered We have
at Liverpool by the Colonial Secretary, Mr. Indies, eami
Ohamberlan.In that speech he Indicated tarlff s to a
that the Brtish Goveryment were fot pre- no snse p
pared to accept the remedy ofcounterval- ped are
lng dutIies, but that they would seek In these, as %
other ways to, assit the position o! the West very thIng
Indies. I have already stated that easures havde re
are before the Imperial Parriament now to marlze, If n
give aed lu the shape o! grants and oans do , sho
for publieworks. t olialso the desre o India tari
tHer MaJesty's Government werassIt the-o! Canada:
West Indies tn other ways. Efforts are be-

to induce the West India people
the islands to give up the grow-

ar, and devote their attention to
ucts which it is thought the la-

successfully produce and no
ething will be done in that diree-
ile the production of sugar bas
ily falling off, the production of
les, chiefly fruits, has been very
tended. Still, sugar is and must
'f product of the West Indies for
t and for a long time to come ;

there can be a profitable nar-
e sugar of the West Indies, I

there Is not very much hope
ief which the West Indies de-
obtalned. Knowing as we do

Majesty's Government are follow-
estion very closely, knowing that
ealing with a serlous problem in
many diffleulties, it has occurred
as the West Indies are our na-

.et, as they are British colonies,
r away in one respect, colonies
we have close relations, that we
Imperial responsibilities in this

has occurred to us that we should
in a small way to lend a helping
ose colonies in the sunny south.
ere too rigidly to the underlying

our preferential tariff, I am
shall have to admit that the

he tariffs of the West Indies are
able to us, and perhaps we could
nere reciprocal clause extend the
il tariff to the West .Indies.
examined the tariff of the West
we find that while they are high
considerable extent, they are la

rotective tariff s. The duties im-
largely on food products, and

ve can well understand, are the
that Canada mlght hope to sell.
a statement which I shall sum-

ny hon. friends will permit me to
ring the operation of these West
s on some of the chief products
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