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woùld be a pleasure to us all, the improvement of the effici- Parliament, if ho tbinks that, cither by act of the Cor-
eney of thq Civil Service. The hon. gentleman (Mr. Blake) miwioners, or by the slurring of his caso-by the avoidance
alluded to another Commission, which he said was of mach or hringing up of any testimony, for the aequitting or
more importance. In the flrst place, ho protested against clearing of any man, any injusticebas been dune. This
such a Commission at ail. lie said, I protest against this as Ilouse iili readily protect any man or any nuînber of
in 1873 I protested against the other Commission on the individuals who can make ont any case of injury or-prejudice
P>acific Railway Scandal question. lie protested it was un- te th"ir standing by the evidence taken befoe, or the report
constitutional, improper, altogether contrary to the principles of, the Commission. But the most extraordinary foaturo
which should actuate anyGovernment, or should be sanctioned is this, that the hon, gentleman, while in the first place ho
by any Parliament. Among other things, ho said theprotests against the Commission as being improper, iliogal
Government should not choose their own judges. Well, this and unconstitutional, states it is a oneided tribunal, that wo
is not a matter of judgment. There is a special Statute on ought te have men on it from both aides. But the hon.
the Statute book providing that, whenever any enquiry is gentleman would net Bit on it himeolf When the
neocessary for the good government of Canada, the Govern- last Commission was issued in 1673, the hou, gentleman and
ment of the day shall have power to issue a Commission and his hon. friends protestod against it as being unconstitu-
demand an aceount. So the power of the Government, under tional; they would net sit on it; and thcy would net sit, on it
the A ét, is beyond a doubt. If they have that power, they now. Lt would ho absurd to ask those hon, gentlemen to-sit
must, of course, have power to selectthe Commission. I will on a Commission which they deciared te ho uneonstitutionat
venture to say that in this case the choice of the Commis- and improper. The lon. gentleman to-day took up the saine
sioners will do no discredit to the Government in the eyes ofpoints as ut Toronto, in bis successful campaign there, and
the Ilouse or of the country. It was announced in the init have therefore spared us the repetition, whieh had
louse, press and country that there lad been gross impro- rather the air of a twice-told tale. But with respect te thii
prieties-this had been made the battle-ground of both parties same Mancliter matter, it arose thus: 1 was in London,
-there were charges and counter charges of misconduet of net as Mr. Bethune said, bocause 1 was a!raid to meet the
official subordinates, and even insinuations as well as assertions electors cf West Toronto, but I was in 0ngland on the
with regard to members of the Government. It is absurd to sup- purpose, which yen ail know, that of'forming the syndicate.
pose that a Committee of the louse could by any possibility iflecn niberB of Parliient connected with the Mar-
satisfactorily examine into matters of that kind. It would chester interestaskcd te sec me. AtfirstIthoughtitwould
be a faîrce, a most perfunctory enquiry if' made here, in be ne goed, but on the whole concluded it would ho dis-
Ottawa, dragging witnesses from British ColumiLia and the courteous not te meet thein. 1 was told it was for the
Georgian Bay, for the purpose of a full enquiry. Tihe only purpose cf these gentlemen attempting to impress upon me
consequence cf this enquiry will bc this: if the C'ommis-the iiPjury that the trade , cfLancaster and Manchester
sieneris wili carry eut their commission honosy and im- especialy were suffering frem our taif, and met theidn
partiaily, they wili enquire inte ail the proceedingsconnected that purpose. Instead, however, of their pressing upon me
with the railway. They will report witheut foi', favor or as a member of the Canadian mnove oanment, the great bard-
affection, what they eonsid*ias been wrong, -vhat extrava- slips that wthey complaied our fllow-ountrymen ic
gant,_ what weli done-what parties are liable te, censure, IManehiester and Lancashir'e werc Bsuffering from; instead et'
who are werthy cf praise. 1 can tnly say this-and if my making an appeal te Canada teatern theftarif in order t
word ho doubted, we eau pr-ove te the House-that neteue assist their trade, these gentlemen got up and delivered me a
single word cf instruction, net a single word cf insinuation, Cobd ite lecture, telling me the peopleof Canada were bols,
not one hint lias been given te the Commissioners or any of'that our tarif was nonsense, that we wre ruiing Canada,
them as te the manner in which they should perforin their anîd for them salvaticu cf Canada it was alîsolutely neoeesary
duty. The Commission itself tells them what the objeetcf we should altei our tarif. ias aiolined te say, the pewple
the enquiry is. They are told,-there are your instructions,cf Canada knew thugei own btfsimehs aide.l as the peoplen
and there are te hoc ne otheî'. The Govei'nment sent ne Mlanclhester. The hon. gentleman ouight net Ix) have takei
officer with them te guide the, ne lega man tepu g a that verbal wod ont iy o ,when hoiWsi 1 ohe in
charge against oeeman or withdraw a charge againt another. the prese t tense. i was giving thm the rason why Can du
Thoyheft the Cemmissioners completely unbouud in the ougiht to ater the taif, and wns showing that under the
future, te, go where they might, te do what they chose, te influence cf fic trade wheîî our îuarkotsi were open te
eal Bach witnesses as they pleased. 1 ieve it will beflio th eild manutfaitern and theyirs wlosed to us, wo
satifadory ten the Ilouse and countoIy te have a thorougt had neahopeu f manufactuhring in Canada, and that all the

nquiry, the more especialfy befoi'e one of the measures cf the ability, Contructive kil, skilled labor, everybody iinfact
Governintp-thatif transferring te a railway company th i but those who were engaged in agricultain labor, was
construction cf the road-is adopted; that the exact pmsi- drawn te the United States. du order te prevent this, this
tien of the road, the exact truth or falsity cf the tarif was introduced, and tabelieve the trif was and would
charges, insinuations or suggestions that have hé successfal in one cf the objecta for whieh it was got up.
been made may ho ascertained the exact state of the case nt The aon. gentleman says I stated it was arevenue tarif. t
the time -the road is handed over by the Governnent is a revenue tariff and an incbidentaI protective arifn t the
te the company ho fuliy known. The enquir*y saine time. The hon, gentleman may remnember for years8
èhotild elicit the facda as te the circumstances under whiph and yeas the Conservative party adhered tthe ne state-
the Goverumnent and Parliamentcf Canada handed over this mont that the tarif should be soreausted that while it
great work to this groat ompany. lu the meantime, ne would meet the revenue requirements of the country, and
man is eondeinned by that enquiry, ne one convicted by it. equalize the revenue and expenditure, it would incidentally,
As the hon. gentleman said, it is a Commission cf Enquiry, ut the saine tiro, devetop a d foIter the varied interestheof
and therefore -mat, in one sonse, ho a one-sided tribunal. It the country. That is the resolution which I moved
mwust ho appointed by the Government cf the day, and there- years ago. It was earried eut after the présent Goverumenit
fore. it mnay ho supposed the Governinent onglit te have came te powor, and 1 say it here, and the country knowm it,
some infuence or interet in the sletion of the Commis- ithat both objecti have been gained, that we have changed a
sioners. But, that enquiry is not binding or conclusive spdefciieny intea sulus, equaized revenue and expenditure,
upon any man. Eveiy man, the moment the epot is restored onfidence at home and oabreadsin the resouros
submitted te the r l sey wa core bwfore Parliamorrt, and and credit of Canada. At the sainent thme honorable
elai a Committee tf t tieHuse, and protection f eos gentlemen opposite cgnnot but fail tel sec that in


