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B. Statements by Ministers

The ministry with pnimary responsibility for the implementation of the programme is
the Ministry of Reconstruction and Development, headed by Jure Radio. The Foreign
Ministry was aiso ciosely involved in the negotiations with the international
community, and the Deputy Prime Minister, Ljerka Mintas-Hodak, has also played a
part.~ Statements issued by the ministers and officiais connected with the
programme have at Urnes been positive and suggested real commitment to its
implementation. However, other statements have added to fears of a Iack of witt.

In presenting the programme to the Sabor, Radic insisted that the government had
flot submitted to any international pressure, nor would it? He pointed out that
implementation of the programme was in the govemnment's hands, and said that they
would know how to defend Croatian interests. This emphasis raises particular fears
given the past record which has suggested that senior Croatian officiais do flot see
Croatian interests as including the retumn of Serb refugees. In particular measures
taken after the 1995 offensives designed to encourage Croat settiement in previously
Serb-inhabited areas were clearly designed to prevent large-scale Serb returns.'
The reassurances of Granlo that there was no need to fear a mass Serb retumn, as
few Serbs had appiied for documents at the Croatian embassy in Belgrade, did not
give the impression that Serb retumnees wouid be particularly weicome.31

It may be that such statements were intended to reassure the many Croats who are
disturbed by the prospect of significant Serb retumns, and thus to disarm potential
opposition to the programme. Indeed, other statements by Croatian officiais have
given greater cause for encouragement. At a meeting in Topusko on 7 July 1998,


