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ENVOY TO CIIINESE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC

The Secretery of Stete for External Affeirs,
Mr. Mitchell Sharp, recently ennounced the appoint-
ment of Mr. Ralph Edgar. Collins as Canada's first
Amnbassador to the People's Republic of Chine.

Mr. Collins who was born in Yunnanfu (now
Kunming), China, joined the Department of Externat
Affairs in 1940. He has served in Chungking,
Washington, London, Moscow, and as the Ambassador
to the Republic of South Africa. In Ottawe he has
served as head of the Europeen Division, the Far
Eastern Division .end the African and Middle Eastern
Division. Since 1965, he has been Assistant Under-
Secretary of State for Externat Affeirs.

Mr. Huang Hua is the first Ambassador of the
People's Republic of Chine to Canada.

TAX CUT URGED ON FOREIGN BOOKS

Action to reduce the prices of foreiga books in
Canada by ebolishing some of the import restrictions
built into the copyright lew wes recommended
recently in a report to the Federel Government by the
Economic Council of Canada.

One survey indicated, the Council said, that the
Prices of a sample of British books purchesed and
posted to Canada <ilrectly from British bookstores
were, on the average, 30 percent lower than the reteil
Prices of the saine books purchased froni a Canadien
bookstore. It was suggested that this difference went
well beyond what could reasonably be expected as e
result of the higher costs of distributing books to a
dispersed Canadien market.

COPYRIGHT LAW CRITICIZED

This situation resuits in part, the Council said, froni
sections in thre copyright law tiret can be used to pro-
tect publisirers who distribute foreign books in
Canada fruni price competition by prohibiting others
frein importing tire samne copyright works in volume.
By acquiring the Canadien copyiight on the works of
foreiga authors, usually by acting as agents for
Parent firms ebroed or for other foreign publisirers,
tire Canadien publishers are able to price and dis-
tribute tirese books without the tirreat of large-scale
competition.

Such prectices had been defended la the past,
the Council observed, on tire ground tiret the profits
from tins egency business were needed for thre
"cross- subsi di zetion" of Canadien literature. The

Council seid that the fostering of Canadien culturel
identity and thre maintenance of a irealthy Canadien
Publishing industry were important national objectives
but tiret keeping up thre prices of foreige books wes a
Poor way of trying to echieve tiren - a wey even
'nore objectionable on culturel than on economic
grounds.

Tire Councîl esked how it furthered the education
of Canadien young people end thre development of

Canedian culture and civilization, which stili de-
pended heavily on effective link<s with their nearer
foreign relations, to place so high a private tex on an
important part of their reeding matter.

TIME FOR CHANGE

The Council said it was time for public policy to
strive to brin g down the prices of foreign books in
Canada. More effective ways of supporting Canadien
literature could be founid. The Federel Government,
for exemple, could help the publishing industry to
explore the possibility of developing an independent
network facil ity for the distribution of authorized
photocopies and other short-run materials produced
to order. This would help to. ail eviate the infringement
copyright by the photocopier and provide enlarged
markets to authors and publishers.

Touching on recent issues in Canadien purblish-
ing, the Council said that, while it had closely
examined thue econoinic aspects of copyright, it
recognized that Canadians wented a strong and
distinctive cul tural identity. The Council seld it
assumed thet, while Canadiens were willing to pay
some price for this speclal identity, they wanted
Canadian creative works to be not only Canadian but
good.

",To reduce the metter to a concrete exemple,
any decision-meaker responsible for foisting upon
Canadien students e third-rete textbook simply
because it is writtén and produced in Canada should
consider himself overdue for an interview with his
conscience and a careful contemplation of the long
forwerd shadow cast by the quality of education....
Low-grade culturel perochiallsm does no servicet to
the cause of e durable and creetive Canadien nation-
alism - quite the contrery."
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