‘ Report of Canada to the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development

" Canada’s economy is based largely on free market principles. It is highly integrated

into the global economy. Because our private seCtor has substantial freedom of action

within legal limits, it has a sngmﬂcant responsibility for many aspects of sustamable
development :

A tradltlon of orgamzed actlon by groups and |ndlv1duals is a basic part of Canadian”
life. Labour umons and communlty and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are

~ some of the groups that play a major role in determmmg the sustainable development
_priorities and actlons of the Canadian people

Canada has a long tradltlon of lnternatlonal co-operatlon That Co- operatlon has
grown to encompass issues of sustainable development, partlcularly since the 1972
UN Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm (Stockholm Conference) The
, prlmary vehicle for mternatlonal development assistance is the Canadlan International

Development Agency (ClDA) Growing concern in Canada has led to the creation of new

‘or expanded institutions focussing on different aspects of sustainable development. At
~ the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), Canada
announced that the mandate of the federally funded International Development
Research Centre (IDRC) would be broadened to emphasize sustainable development
and to support implementation of Agenda 21. In addition, private organizations, such
as the International Institute for Sustainable Development (1ISD), are also important
soumes of expertise and activity. The lISD was created to promote ‘SUStainable

’ development in decision making and has research and commumcatlon programs
linked to UNCED follow-up

' For a complete rev1ew of Canadas economy, people and environment, and the lmkages
between them, please refer to Canadas Natlonal Report submltted to the UNCED -
Secretarlat in 1991 '

(a) The Concept of Sustamable l)e\elopment , ‘

The debate in Canada on how best to 1ntegrate €conomic, envxronmental and social
‘values into decision making has evolved smce first gaining prominence as a result of
the Stockholm Conference. That debate was further galvamzed by the more mtegrated '
" approach promoted by the 1987 World Commnssron on Environment and Development '
(WCED or the Brundtland Commnssnon)

 As one of the first nations to respond to the results of the Brundtland Commission
report, Canada established the National Task Force on the Environment and the
Economy in 1986, bringing together representatives from all major sectors of
Canadian society. In its 1987 report, the task force recommended a series of
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